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BARROWFIELD 

SCHOOL 

PARENTS TAKEOVER 


BACK TO SCHOOL FOR THE 
CHILDREN OF BARROWFIELD 
COMMUNITY SCHOOL - BUT THEY 
DID NOT FIND THEIR OLD 
TEACHERS WAITING FOR THEM. 

Instead, their own parents 
are doing the teaching. The 
parents took over the teach- 
ing after Strathclyde Region 
refused to pay for the qual- 
ified staff. Since funds ran 
out last Xmas the teaching 
staff had been unable to draw 
any pay. 

They worked for 6 months 
while on the dole but when 
the summer came they couldn’t 
prolong the situation any 
longer. The school would 
have certainly closed if the 
parents had not stepped in. 

Mrs. Molly Johnstone, whose 
daughter Jeanette attends the 
school, told GPP reporters how 
shocked#he was when she heard 


SPECIAL 

REPORT 


that the school might close. 
Jeanette was getting on well 
at the Community school & Mrs 
Johnstone was sure that her 
work • ould suffer if she was 
forced back to the Secondary 
State School. 


Barrowfield was set up 4 years 
ago as an ALTERNATIVE to 
State schooling. The parents 
were unhappy about the educat- 
ion their children were getting 
So they approached some people 
at Jordanhill Teacher Training 
College and asked them to help 
set up a community f free school 


The key to the success of Barrow- 
field Community School is the 
way in which everyone is totally 
involved. The kids themselves 
help to run the school. A maths 
lesson is likely to involve doing 
the school accounts or adding up 
the cost of their latest fund 
raising activity. The chance to 
improve their- English comes 
through writing the Newsletter. 

A lot of teaching* is done in the 
community or ’on* the job* rather 
than in the classroom. The kids 
are involved in a variety of » 
community projects including the 
local nursery and playscheme. 

Each kid is an individual and 
there is a lot of emphasis places 
on the particular needs of each 
kid. A high premium is put on 
finding, out what type of work t hi 
kids are interested in, teaching 
them the relevant subjects - job 
experience on a day release ba^i 
included — and finding them a 
suitable job when they le&ve :.di 
sc hool. 

CONTINUED Page 3.... 




as we see n... 


Glasgow Peoples press exists 
to provide a real alternative 
to the establishment press. 

It will investigate and comm- 
ent honestly on the forces 
that shape our lives at home 
and at work. It will also 
expose the real problems that 
working men and women face, 
and publicise the activities 
of those trying to do some- 
thing constructive to help 
them. 


liie at the GPP will assist 
workers in their struggles in 
a positive manner, by provid- 
ing use of duplicators, type- 
writers, publicity, manpower, 
and where possible advice and 
financial donations. Although 
we may offer our assistance, 
we will not attempt to control 
of take over workers struggles 
Workers should take over their 
own situations, make their own 
decisions without outside int- 
erferance. 


Above all, GPP is your plat- 
form to air your views, and 
to say what you really want 
to about your own situation. 

GPP really means what it says 
THIS IS THE GLASGOW PEOPLES 
PRESS ? YOUR PRESS - so lets 
be hearing from you. ^ 

IlMEWSDESK s c/o SOURCE Inf ormatior 
Service, 57 Allander St., G.22. 
tel. 336-4341* 

DISTRIBUTION s Keith, 946-3676. 


M£=y- yoa.^ 

Get on to the G P P wavelength at our 
WEEKLY Readers meetings in the GORDON 

lounge 

Bar, Mitchell St., near Buchanan St. 
Pedestrian Precinct, EVERY TUESDAY at 
7.30. You’ve been warned ! 


GPP will also be keeping a 
close eye on the political 
situation, both nationally and 
locally. So councillors, lYi.P.s 
political parties, and all in 
authority. . .BEWAREi We arfe out 
to expose you. ** 


What does GPP- stand for? Well, 
we are for independent action-, 
decision-making by all partic- 
ipants, whether in tenants 
struggles, fares, workplaces, 
womens 4 kids issues, in sch- 
ools 4 colleges, or whether 
against consumer society and 
its supermarts (for liberation) 
4 'entertainment* etc. We are 
keen for others to join us, if 
in agreement with our outlook. 


BALLOON OF “TME INAQMXH (n oi) 

entries d>*= source 

closing £=^-r-e -r-oess. 27 th SEPT 
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2nd CLASS TRIP 


Chock-a-block on the 
holiday train 
We're shifting and 
sweating 

cursing in the 2nd 
class 

tongues hanging out 
to catch some passing 
breeze 

the kids can't breathe 
The toilets always 
engaged 

it must be better some 
-where — 

further up the train 
we shift and stumble 
and squeeze and - pop! 
An air-conditioned 
paradise, 

a 1st class oasis., 
invasion time 
- we swing cats 
and the kids go mad 
with freedom 
and the ticket 
inspector 
can’t believe his 
bug-eyes 

Honest, we laugh, 
we thought it was the 
2nd class overspill. 





WHY should ue feel 
shocked at the sight 
of other people un- 
clothed ? 


Hou can this be a 
•free country* uhen 
people are brought up 
to feel insecure or . 
threatened by naked 
people ? 


On the beach and other 
areas of social life, 
the restrictive Victo- 
rian hangovers that 
sex is *dirty* are 
being challenged. The 
•moralists* in seeing 
even their own bodies 
in this way are reduc- 
ing people to the role 
of sexual objects when 
clothes are discarded. 
WHY should any group of 
people have the pouer ti 
inhibit you & your kids 


ver 


Possil, the 
in of classe's 
o 9 has posed a 
for the school 
ration. The inf' 
* one-eye* (tele' 
ims to have been 
out for. counter- 
The 9th class 
called 1 3 and 


?rsive school 
i Leeds. Pupils 
)ne free by 
jnding a stamp 
j envelope to:- 



TH/S /vRTIClB CCXjR-rasy OF UNPg^CURR£fN(TS © OPUS offers the use of a farmhouse to groups and individuals. We produce a news letter about every two months which can be 


obtained for the cost of 


GARTRENICH, NEAR GLASGOW, 
is owned by a group of young people who 
are rebuilding it in their spare time. To 
the kids who use it, it is a paradise, a 
place of endless grass and fields, a place 
you don’t want to leave; to the adults, it 
is a release, a change, an investment of 
time and labour, it is something they see 
evolving, something that the kids and 
adults are making evolve. 

About nine years ago, a group of 
young people formed an ecumenical 
group OPUS (One Purpose United In 
-Service). They leased an old, dilapidated 
farmhouse with about five acres of ground 
aiming to turn it into a plush religious 
retreat. To cut a long story short, they 
couldn’t find the money, and the group 
dispersed. A few of the original group 
rescued the idea, and the lease, and kept 
it ticking over for a couple of years, 
during which it was used in its spartan 
state by various groups who couldn’t 
find anywhere better. From these groups, 
a nucleus of committed people grew, and 
with it, the feeling that the place could 
provide a lot more. 

A solar roof over our heads 

The first step was obvious. To cater for 
the numbers using the farmhouse, electri- 
city was needed, and so the house was re- 
wired. We then repaired the holes in the 
sitting-room walls and decorated the front 
room. 

Encouraged by this comparative 
luxury, and lulled by our new-found 
warmth, we began to dream of things like 
a Icakfree roof. It was winter and we 
weren’t too keen on working outside, so 
there was a lot of time for questions like: 
what is the purpose of a roof? and is all 
this effort worth it, just to keep out the 
rain? The problems of getting kids to 
wash when there was no running water, 
never mind hot water, was the subject of a 
long and heated argument, vyhich sudden- 
ly stopped when someone mentioned a 
solar roof. It made sense, here was the 
chance to do something more than keep 
the rain out! 

The idea was eventually accepted as 
those in the group who believed in the 
idea, offered to do the work. A not- 
insignificant task, since this also involved 
putting in cold water tanks and plumbing 
the house. Finally it was done, by begging 
and even buying the materials, reading 
books and talking to people, we got a 
flat plate trickle system working — one of 
the first fully operational panels in 
Scotland. 

The merits of being poor 

B ecause we couldn’t afford full-size 
glass sheets, we used glass left over from 
an old greenhouse. Greenhouse-style 
glazing has unexpected merits: the under- 
side of the glass is easy to clean, and it is 
very cheap to replace a broken pane - it 



a stamped, address ed envelope. We need money, materials and 


OPUS 


'Freedom is a word / seldom use , 
without thinking'. And so it is 
when John Hosie tells us about 
Gartrenich Farm, and the sense 
of freedom people have found 
while restoring it, adapting it to 
Alternative Technology, and 
making it available for impover- 
ished city-kids to taste the 
country-life. But all is not idyl- 
lic; there is hard work to be 
done, and mud a-plenty .... 


isn’t so easy to stop kids playing football. 

So now we have hot water during the 
summer when large numbers of people use 
the place. We had also convinced some of 
the less-adventurous members of the 
group that AT is useful and doesn’t take a 
lot of skill or money. In fact, the whole 
thing had given a lot of people a lot of 
fun. 

Our'success encouraged us to look at 
our next big problem — pumping all the 
water for up to forty people by hand 
from the well, which is about four hundred 
metres from the house. The idea of a wind- 
pump came up, and lo and behold, one day 
on a walk across the moor, we found an 
old disused multi-vane windpump. A few 
questions, a chat with the farmer, and 
after a little negotiation, we bought it for 
the scrap value. There was only one snag: 
the twenty-five foot chunk of metal had 
to be moved within a month, namely in 
four weekends. 


First dismantle your windpump 

Despair is a powerful force, and in this 
case, it was combined with fashion — all 
our friends were interested in windmills, 
probably because we forgot to mention 
muddy fields, hard work and our not 
being sure how to dismantle and transport 
the thing eight miles by road to Gartren- 
ich. 

Well, we got between fifteen and 
twenty people there for two weekends; 
borrowed ropes, pulleys, hammers, 
scaffolding, hard hats, safety harnesses and 
eye protection; persuaded a friend to 
bring his car and trailer; and on a wet 
September morning, arrived at the base of 
the windpump — in a muddy /ield, at the 
bottom of a hill a good quarter of a mile 
away from the nearest road. 

Two people perched at the top of the 
tower in the rain trying to persuade the 
others that just another heave on the rope 
would get this bit off. That became more 
doubtful when friction in the pulley 
system broke the rope and fifteen people 
sat down, rather heavily, in the mud. 

In the end, everything was removed 
from the top of the tower. That took all 
one weekend. The next Saturday, we 
lowered th tower and carried it very slow- 
ly up the hill to the trailer, and thence, 
with some careful driving, to the farm. 

The bits are now lying, like giant conver- 
sation pieces, waiting the warmer weather 
to give us the courage to put them'back 
together. 

Building a community 

We live in a world becoming increas- 
ingly aware of dwindling resources yet 
which ignires, and in some cases, 
suppressed its greatest resource: the 
potential existeing within every person. 

At Gartrenich, we seek to build a commu- 
nity, and that requires the involvement of 
all who use it, using all their experience 
and skills, and hopefully bringing out some 
of their hidden potential. Because the 
farm is being built by those who use it, 
the appropriateness of the technology 
used becomes a prerequisite for its inclu- 
sion within Gartrenich. Moving the wind- 
pump required fifteen people to turn up 
on two wet September weekends, keep- 
ing them there working all day was a 
stiff test of how appropriate it was. 

The technology we use is simple 
enough for anyone from an overweight 
sales rep. to the most bemused kid from 
the Gorbals to participate. This participa- 
tion gives us all a stake an investment in 
the community. Our tet nnology is not 
new, the windpump is thirty years old, 
and one of the group remembers seeing a 
solar collector in Cyprus over twenty 
years ago; yet it does provide an alterna- 
tive to the impersonal technology which 
pervades industry and society today. 

Opus 


encouragement. Contact via: John Hosie, 27 Cranworth Street. Glasgow G12 (041 339 7680) or Peter Jamieson, 46 Glamis Drive, East Kilbride <035 52 27032). 


The emergence of PUNK Rock 
has been greeted by the 
media with the usual flood 
of self-righteous "SHOCK 
HORROR" type stories. An 
-other aspect of the New 
Wave has, howev/er, gone 
almost unnoticed by the 
’tits, bums & scandal* 
brigade - and that is the 
mushrooming growth of a 
Punk Press. 

Alienated from both the 
straight Press & Rock 
Press, it soon became 
obvious to the punks 
that there was only one 
way they could read what 
they wanted, and that was 
to write it themselves. 

So they did. 


about the local scen^(non 
-existant at the time), but 
on relatively well known 
bands like The Damned, Iggy 
& the Stooges, and Dohnathon 
Richman & tbre Modern Lovers. 


Tony D. and his fellow consp 
— irator, the Skid Kid, had 
managed to start something 
though. For example, 2 fanz 
-ines have appeared over the 
past couple of weeks, Crash 
Bang Comic no.2 & Trash— 77 
no.3. 

For me, Crash Bang is the 
more interesting. It has a 
very imaginative ^ie. unread 
—able) layout, and concentr 
— ates on the local bands, 


which shows the way things 


The editors of Trash-77 are 
aware of what is happening 
to Punk. Dust as Punk is in 
the process of being tak en 
over by the Musak Machine, 
the Punk Press is being 
taken over. "The smaller 
fanzines have become more 
impottaht now, since some 
other mags, have taken a 
big Step foward and the 
writers are now million 
— aires who are writing 
publicity handouts for K 
groups they are worl^jLn^ 
closely with and^lfeo have 
the cheek to charge 30p 
for it". 

So it looks as if the *unks 
haven’t really changed any 
-thing. Dust as they did 



In November of last year 
the ist Scottish Punk 
FANZINE appeared, entitled 
Ripped & Torn • In an 
article entitled "My excuse 
for this Self-indulgent 
Escapade", editor Tony D. 
(18) explained why he had 
started to writes "If it’s 
the only way to read my 
views on the Punk Scene, 
well I suppose it’ll do". 

Productionwise, the paper 
was very straightforward. 
There we re just 10 sheets, 

1 staple, 2 photos & hand- 
written or sometimes typed 
articles. These weren’t 


IrvtMl 

have changed since Nov.’76» 

Scotland now has its own 
bands playing and recording 
for their own labels. The 
SAINTS drummer is quoted in 
Crash Bang as saying that 
local band, the D0LT( now 
signing for Polydor?), are 
"our fave British group". 

Trash-77 isn’t so interesti 
-ng, mainly because the 
content is out of date ana 
the layout is conventional. 

It deals mainly with the 
RAMONES/ Television concert 
-s in May this year. 


ten years ago with the 
Hippies, the Establishment 
is finding that it can 
come to terms with( and 
make money out of) the New 
Wave revolt. They soon 
learn how to take the SYMB 
-0LS of the Revolt and use 
them for their own ends. 

( See Bruce’s Record Shop’s 
fanzine, Cripes , or any 
record company advertisement 
using TORN LETTERING). The 
symbols of Revolt become 
another supermart commodity. ] 

What it important, though, 
is that, for the ist time at 

/O 
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The Government is go 
-Lng to spend £l60M 
on new .job creation 
projects. 230,000 
young people will be 
involved and the 
Bmp] oyment Secretary 
- Mr Albert Booth - 
predicts that no 
young person will 
spend more than 12 
months on the dole 
without being offer 
-ed some form of 
employment or 
training. 

However, the STUC 
and the Scottish CBI 
claim many thousands 
of school-leavers 
will still be on the 
dole in a year’s time. 

At the time of the 
announcement , unernpl 
-oyment in Scotland 
reached a post-war 
record of 194 >271 
people. Only 12 per 
cent of these, 25,000 
are school-leavers. 

(Tritics have accused 
the Government of 
making political 
gestures, while remain 
-ing committed to 
using the dole queue 
to keep wages down 
and increase profits. 

Mr .' "Booth admitted 
that the Government 
will not have to fork 
out all of the £l60M. 

40 per cent of the 
money will come from 
savings on unemploy 
-ment & other benefits, 


For school-leavers the 
rate of pay for the 
new jobs will be a 
mere £16 p.w., plus 
£2 travelling expenses. 
Job insecurity is built 
into the scheme which 
will mean automatic 
dismissal for most youn 
-gsters at the end of 
their first year. 

Hot surprisingly, many 
trade unionists are 
worried about the 
scheme. There have 
been cases where cheap 


JOB CREATION 
NEW SENSATION 


job creation labour on 
fixed pay scales have 
been used as a substit 
-ute for qualified 
trade unionised labour. 

Job creation is also 
associated with project 
-s to provide graduates 
with employment. One of 
the larger schemes is 
that of the School 
librarians, non-qualifi 
-ed & on a fixed pay- 
scale of 35 p.w. (after 
deductions). Opposition 
by Unions such as the 
Educational Institute 
of Scotland has meant 
that the new crop will 
be either out of work 
librarians or teachers. 

Public service unions 
such as NALGO & NUPE 
are also worried about 
job creation. To date, 
about two-thirds of the 
projects involve local 
authority employment, 
but so far they have 
shunned direct opposit 
-ion to the projects. 

The new scheme will try 
and encourage more job 
creation projects in 
private industry . 

This will reverse the 
trend so far established 
whereby most projects 
were geered to forms of 
community service rather 
than commodity productio 


The ’breakthrough’ will 
happen because of large 
cash incentives of. £10 
p.w. for every school- 
leaver they employ. Ho 
doubt many youngsters 
will find it difficult 
to understand why the 
£10 was not added to 
their meagre dole money. 
However, Mr (polling) 
Booth intends that 
school-leavers should 


have some experience 
of what ’work’ means. 
So, no doubt many of 
the jobs will be 
menial, boring and 
include plenty experie 
-nee of being pushed 
around by foremen and 
line managers. 


On the other hand, in 
many cases the school- 
jleavers would be better 
on the dole. £16 is 
hardly a living wage, 
eVen if it does seem 
like a ’fortune’ to 
youngsters who have 
lever haU much money 
of their own. 

Young people are always 
given the degrading jobs 

which no one else will 
take. Young girls in 
ticular, have always 
ked long, hard days 


for mere 'pin money'. 

At least on the dole 
you are free to get 
involved in something- 
of your own making. 

The scheme is not inten 
-ded to solve the 
economic 'crisis’. Job 
creation will only 
affect about one in 9 
or 10 of those on the 
iole in Scotland. The 
Government knows only 
too well that a 'full 
employment' policy 
does not suit their 
plans to police the 


rs’ demands and 
thus boost ’investment' 
(euphemism for profits). 

The 'crisis' is State-, 
managed and job creation 
is first and foremost a 
political ploy to 
contain potentially 
sensitive areas such as 
Clydeside. Unemployment 
of nearly 200,000 in 
Scotland is the economic 
stick and job creation 
is a political carrot. 


THIS ience. ~ 

PROBLEMS 




CO-OP CARVE-UP 


There are signs that even an area like 
Possil cannot escape from the hands of the 
unscrupulous creeps in the City Chambers in 
George Square. The Co-operative giant, with 
many stores and supermarkets throughout 
Scotland now has planning permission to 
build a big new supermarket in Barloch St, 
Possilpark, complete with car park and 
loading bay. This plan appears to have 
been rushed through the various channels 
without letting the ordinary people in 
Possil know what was going on. Also it's 
no secret that the local labour councillor 
sat on the Planning Committee that passed 
the planning permission, or that during 
the last election the co-op gave the same 
councillor the use of a shop in 5aracen St, 
from which he ran his election campaign 

At the same time this same councillor, 
along with some local tenants associat- 
tions, Police etc, are against the open- 
ing of an open air market which just 


lappens to ,be located in the same vicinity 
as the new Co-op supermarket. Is the 
Co-op scared of a bit of competition on 
their door step (practically)? 

Various arguments have been put forward 
against the proposed market such as it 
would encourage kids to steal from the 
stalls, that it would cause litter prob- 
lems, obstruction from vans etc. However 
the same. could be said for the shops in 
the nearby Saracen Street, who leave bags 
of rubbish lying in the street, and 
whose delivery vans often obstruct parts 
of the street. The market would benefit 
the locals with cheaper food and cloth- 
ing. Yet this benefit ijs totally ignored 
by our so called representatives. Now is 
the time for the Possil folk to let those 
in power know what they* want. CHEAPER FOOD 
OR FANCY BUILDINGS AND A MONOPOLY BY THE 
CO-OPERATIVE - ITS UP TO YOU! I! 


In the past few years 
some projects have 
proved useful to 
communities ( especially 
in the Highlands ) and 
the people involved 
had a lot of control & 
autonomy in the v/ork 
they’ did. The new policy 
is in the opposite direc 
-tion as the powers- that 
-be have decided to geer 
the scheme to profits 
and bureaucracy. 

C O H C L U S I 0 H 

The new job creation 
scheme may provide a few 
interesting jobs, which 
is better than being on 
the dole. The community 
may reap some benefit in 
terms of social service. 


BOARDING HOUSES 


The alxocation of houses by the 
Council has always been an area 
for controversy, but no more 
than at present. 

The straight press has been 
exposing corruption in Clive 
House, something ordinary 
people have long suspected, 
liow inhuman their bureaucratic 
system is, and people on their 
waiting lists know this too 
well. 

The GPP wants to expose the 
situation so that people 
struggling around housing 
issues( rents, allocation, 
!maintenance, evictions/ war- 
rant sales, etc) can have 
plenty of information to 


assist in making their 
action effective. This mearW 
we would like information 
from YOU about all that you 
& your fellow-tenants have 
had to put up with. Reports 
of HOW you are putting the 
wind up Clive House( & land- 
lords!) would also be useful. 
Useful to people in similar 
situations as yourself. 

To kick-off, here is a list of 
boarded up houses in one small 
street( in an area undergoing 
’modernisation’) to show that 
the housing ’shortage* is the 
work of AUTHORITIES themselves, 
HAMfLTONHILL RD. , Possilpark:- 
N 0.6 - top flat; 

No. 7 - " " : 


No. 14 - ground flat; 

No. 19 " " ; 

No. 26 " " ; 

No. 46 " " ; 

No. 50 - " " ; 

No. 54 - ground & top flats. 

To add to this, it is well 
known about the ’inner city* 
Landlords( small fries & big 
fries, eg. S&D! ) keeping 
lots of potentially decent 
flats empty for years at a 
time. THIS is criminal ! 

Like the Council, by deliber 
-ately running down property, 
they are depriving people in 
need who live in overcrowded 
conditions with outside wc/ 
no bath or shower, etc.. 
Profiteering or bureaucratic, 
they are the vandals! 


THIS MONTHS SPECIAL OFFER :- 
No. 8 Lyndhurst Gardens, 
MARYHILL, ' near Queens X. 

Entire block of 8 3apt. 

flats in Red Sandstone. 
UP for occupation. 

Apply by effecting entry 
through DIRECT ACTION. 




SUMMERSTON : L 

SELF-MANAGED COONCILr 



SUMMERSTON, on the north— end of Maryhill, where Dick Dynes 
got the boot from the District Council, boasts the first 
Housing Management Co-operative in Britain. 

The Co-operative is made up 
of 247 modern 'white box* 
type houses. The Housing 
Management Department of 
the Council looks after the 
180,000 Council houses in 
Glasgow, deciding who is to 
get one & in which area. 

They are also supposed to 
maintain the property and 
in Summerston the local 
residents have been granted 
the power from the Dept, to 
look after this new estate 
themselves. 

In practice this means a 15 Councils will make life 
person committee, with a easier for themselves by 

chairperson who collectively 'devolving* power to local 
decide what the policy housing estates, providing 

should be. This involves the 'unit* like BarlinnieJ) 

deciding how best to ensure is small enough to be 
'the mainteinance of the manageable. You might say 

property, ensure that it is it*s home-rule SummerstonJ 
not vandalised or falls in- 

| to decay. But WHY are the bureaucrats 

Under the committee there in Geor 9 e Spuare doin 9 a11 

is a professional admin- this * flre the V raall V nice 

istrator who is respons- crats after all? of course 

ible for the day - to - not * ulhat the y uant is for 

day administration. This working people to 'self- 

chiefly involves carrying manage- their own exploit- 

out the policies of the ation. No doubt the 

committee and -iiasing- committee will be -liasing- 

uith Council depts, such uith the Police too! This 

as Building and Cleansing question of -vandalism- is 

to make sure that the obviously important A this 

houses are kept in 'good uas rec °9ni se U in the ans— 

shape', wars of the committee to 

the GRAPEVINE reporter. 

The fact is that the con- 

In the BBC2 trendy self-help crete jungles (schemes) 
programme GRAPEVINE (8th Aug) yesterdays planners dreamt 
there was a report on how up are gettir^ out of hand 

the co-operative was shaping and the Authorities realise 

up. They used it as an exam- it's crucial to re-establish 

pie of the future, in which localised control over all 


H00SES 


these 'troublemakers' out 
there. So, you can ^ftand by 
for more of the§£'H .M.C.s. 

In Summerston the responsible 
tenants initially selected to 
make sure the idea got off to 
a good’ start now select more 
'responsible' tenants to make 
sure the walls stay clean, of 
course it isn t a completely 
one-sided picture. Co— operat- 
ives- in theory, could go and 
take over land and convert 
it for use (the kids, foot- 
ball pitches etc). However, 
through the HMC idea it's 
likely that permission will 
be needed for such a venture. 

Don't get us in the G.P.P. 
wrong. The schemes are con- 
crete jungles. Working folk 
should takeover their own 
houses (and a lot more tool) 
but it's a question of how 
you go about it. 

liie in the G.P.P. favour 
working people going about 
themselves, deciding to take 
over land because they want 
to & not grovelling for per- 
mission every two minutes. 

It may be possible to use a 
Housing Management Co-oper- 
ative system providing you 
don't get sucked in by it. 
It's not our job to control 
ourselves in tha interests 
of the privileged few. By 
raising the demands for 
'home rule' & linking up 
with other tenants the 
Council could find they've 
got a new set of Trouble- 
makers' . 



PUBLISH AND BE 



YOUTH ACTIVIST, MIKE DAWSON, ON HOW THE MEDIA 
MISUSES REPORTS ON YOUTH PROJECTS. 


Viewers of Nationwide on 
Mon# 30/5/77 will ha us 
been stimulated by the 
programme’s content 
which described several 
cases of active community 
involvement throughout 
Britain. The B.B.C. 
launched in that eveni 
-ng’s edition the 
Nationwide Jubilee 
Youth Project designed 
to allow youth grouos 
the opportunity to 
demonstrate t.he contribu 
-tion they are making 
in society. 

It was encouraging also, 
to see that Scotland were 
represented in the form 
of a delegation from GRYPS 
- Glasgow’s Youth Informat 
-ion Service - organised & 
manned by a group of 
volunteers, many of whom 
are in their teens & 20 s o 

Perhaps the B.B.C.’s 
attempt at giving 
serious consideration to 
young peoples’ part in the 
development of our commun 
-ities signals a change in 
the media’s attitude to 
young people, BUT somehow 
one can’t help wondering 

The experience of so many 
youth programmes in the 
West of Scotland has been 
very disappointing when 
it comes to coverage by 
the Press, radio & Televi 
-sion. All too often the 
experience of these groups 
of young people has been 
thaf'd:he media only want 
to USE them for their own 


ends. 

Many youth volunteer 
groups find their own 
iniatives watered down 
cr the credit given to 
others such as community 
workers, local councillor 


Press releases on ist 
March this year about 
it’s new service - only 
about 3 newspapers out 
of dozens made any 
comment in their columns 
& the list goes on. 


YOU’RE. RIOIT/mBA CRUCIAL 
TinE.WE. CAMT AFFORbTO BE. 
PASSIVE. SPECTATORS "IF Wt SIT 

back mi let mm at my 

WITH lHIS...OnbbAV WE WILL 
IWAiii ur to Firm our nmon 
’HAS rASitb 
]AWA> LIKE. 
MtEAlV 




-rs or officials. Often 
the promise of coverage 
for an interesting 
project is forgotten or 
’mislaid* for the sake 
of material which is 
sadly mundane. 


Take for example the 
exciting and imaginative 
scheme reported- in the 
S 0 URCE( pilot edition of 
the GPP) about the Circus 
project in Rutherglen. 

The local paper were 
aware of the project 
weeks before it happened 
but did not give it any 
coverage at all. Another 
example was when GRYPS 
sent out a barrage of 


Perhaps the most annoying 
factor in the whole issue 
is that the media are so 
patronising and despite- 
saying that their columns 
are available to the 
community most of them 
seem to think they are 
doing us a favour letting 
us use their columns or 
’air-space*. And when we 
do get the attention of 
the media it is on their 
terms: to allow us to say 
what THEY want us to say 
- unless we have just 
vandalised a bus shelter 
or mugged a pensioner. 

What is needed badly is a 
change. One suggestion 
for this is a Youth news- 
paper or magazine, BUT do 
we want to reinforce the 
so-called generation gap? 
Sure, young pe'ople deserv 
— e their own papers just 
as much as any minority 
but there is also a need 
for young people to have 
a better deal in the 
media overall. 

If things don’t change 
soon I’m getting rid 
of my pen and going 
back to flourishing 
dangerous weapons... 
anybody want to take 
my photo' ? 
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COUNCIL 

COMPUTERISES 

5trathclyde Regional Coun- 
cil recently announced that 
they are to install an IBM 
3750 SYSTEM. In a glowing 
piece of public relations 
it was described how this 
processor would not only 
economise on the Councils 
phone bill but would also 
allow such complicated man- 
ouv/res as three-way phone 
conversations. 

However a similar system 
| was installed by a French 
Insurance Firm in 1975.. 
Initially it too was only 
used for these purposes, 
but it was soon put to a 
more sinister use. 

Doors were installed 
throughout the building 
that could only be opened 
by employee’s personalized 
I cards. Full printouts of 
| employee’s movements were 
I obtained, and any time 
| greater than 5 minutes off®:® 
I the job was deducted from 
the employee's pay. " V 

Shorter times off the job 
were also recorded but not 
I penalised by loss of pay. 

Pressure from the workers 
I forced the management to- stop 
I using some of the worst feat- 
ures of the system, and they 
effectively wrecked the use 
of others by swapping ident- 
tity cards among themselves. 


And Back In 
The 

At BLUE BIRD FOOD PRODUCTS, 
a unionised plant in Chicago, 
35 T.V. cameras mounted on 
moving tracks keep a cons- 
tant watch over 450 workers. 

Ip the monitoring room a 
time-study expert keeps det- 
ailed charts on those workers 
suspected of talking too much 
or working too slowly. The 
bosses can have instant re- 
play of anybody's actions. 

The workers also have travel 
passes needed for going to 


% 


the telephone or washroom, 
and in case anyone thinks of 
escaping, there are guard 
dogs patrolling the perimet- 
er. 

Other firms are studying the 
system for possible use in 
their own plants. 


PUNK CONT. 

least, there are mags being 
produced by ordinary people 
who have something to 
■say and aren't deterred 
by lack of technical ^ 
resources. All you nee# 
is access to some sdrt 
of duplicating machine. 

• 

Even if you're not a 
Punk, if you've got 
something to say, 
why not start a paper 
and say it( or get. 
together with anti- ^ 
establishment pape 

DICK DASTARDLY. 

SQUATTING 

A few of us in the GPP have 
at one time being involved 
in squatting. The LAW is the 
big obstacle in Scotland. 
Occupation of empty property 
is in itself a CRIMINAL 
offence. This compares unfavo 
-urably with England & Wales. 
All this means that it is less 
□f a dawdle to squat in this 
area. But it is by no means 
impossible, indeed hundreds of 
families & individuals squat — 
from Shettleston to Hillhead, 
from Govan to Maryhill. 

ide can supply you with more 
info, on squatting( HOW rather 
than WHERE) - so feel free to 
contact us or come along to a 
Readers Meeting & start the 
ball rolling. 

THE URGE TO SQUAT IS A 
CREATIVE URGE '. 


Huesl 

_ _ _ . — Porridge Oats 

■ ■ WHOLE FOODS & HERBS . Cr .„ 0 ,I 

©rassroots— 

498 Great Western Road, Glasgow G12 8EW. Tel: 041 -334 1844. 

Figs 37p per lb Walnuts 90p per lb 


Huesl 1 28 p per 1 b 

Porr idge Oats 1 2p " " 

Granola 38p " " 

Oatmeal 12p " " 

pinhead, medium and fine 
Peas Brose 24p " " 


Q , „ „ 1001 Wholewheat flour 

ashews 93p 

Coarse and fine 10p per lb 

150 Culinery and medicinal herbs, fresh vegetables, home baking 
and many more natural foods at 

orassroots... You can’t afford to miss it! 

— A d v e r t— ^ 


10 



OH! WHAT TO Vi A LOciCV 
Howfc 1 H 7 h£ OACOND. H AV6£ . flAYBE 
T CAN ftCtOMC A FAMOUS ST** 

•*..<?« «**- A * •ofnpfc 

/F— A7Ml»t*,. W 



rM »S 15 TOO 
h,/ tH TO A5K 

Fo*,6. 0 tj) 

**• hA$T£K 

OP TmP 

WHOLE wid^ 


•^S®it> 


W0ftW> 


ewTLO! «**«>! A Tiny w« 
SMALL n*N SgMT A CrAtATEA 
few** TO *TO<rf W * N£ «MT0 WATeg 

ANf) 0A6AMS TO PAO SMOKE J 



WHO A AT THOU -II 
t ittl£ PEAsoAj 
rtVfoAf fHOV *A*T 
coirC TO SQuggzc: 

HN feLAtKHEAOi 
OR TuaN n£ iNtq 
A figAUTiFOi fro*? 


“ ALAS HO, OOOLT 
onC! T Art *S 
vi no know* Hot 
PAin^OT, 
$oeFERvWCr,*OST|fc£ 
• ArR€*Pon. i 
H^v/fi. CO*£ FoAA 
CoHOOOTCO TOU« 
01* TH\S VEA>/ 
LVI O\CAO0i C.VT>f 

"foo *-a ul *yov!R 

pAo£ 


Tut First N£E6iE$ OF 1 
Dawn in-ject uf£ intoI 
this COtPSE'LlKE FA<E # .J 


v^infcl t>ovo^ 

j^^ 00 


K&3&2) 


w£E 6. - A5 a^iciC ** A 
Town PIANWE65 PCNCTL— 



U6T OS B* SPLICED, O 
f M-* OF rtlfit i LET v5 
Hit -to the woxelnooti 
fr£&, 0^16*1 anicKl<3 
ny <rOD f IT‘5 so OrOOD. 
YOO $1 (r UJh\P OF 
fLA^i/.tie.^T r)£ 


ho\)u>vo^ 

* 0 6US5A/L 




Y£* IrJ d££D flA/ty. 

as A/v/omR 6- PEAT 

Lo^O oHc£ $ A i&. // 2>L£T5£'C 

the $LE£/<ir ; For 

Ti 4£V l Nt^^tr 

~~r h £ S Wo $.£>. " # ^ 

(treat L<9Pl>* A6»0£ / 
F LW- T W AA/ ICS 
oo -rc> 'u&e RTAKiAW 
TD^ATIONi, v 

''Soli da^t^T 

Cliff H*W$tC 

AA/t> 0“TH E. R. Ai5o(^T£0 
SO'Jdc£5 Pot 
<S-fcAPH/CS. 






SCOTTISH LIBERTARIAN 
FEDERATION : Port Glasgow, 
Paisley, Glasgow, Alloa, 
Stirling, Dundee, Aberdeen, 
Edinburgh, Linlithgow, etc. 
Unites libertarian social- 
ists & anarchists. Contact 
SOURCE for activities, 
meetings, publications. 

BLACK FLAG anarchism Ch 
international paper + 
Bratach Dubh pamphlets 


SOLIDARITY pamphlets & ( 
papers on anti-authority, 
sexual & work struggle. 


LOOKING FOR INVOLVEMENT, 

OR ADVICE ? We can supply 
you with names & addresses 
of organisations which can 
assist. PHONE 6-7pm or 
Saturday mornings. O.K.l 


FREE SCHOOLS, 
336-7895 ^Charlie 


COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS 
GLASGOW AREA- 


CLAIMANTS UNIONS : How to 
start one, what’s it all 
about ? Contactj- 
POSSILPARK - c/o 42 Allan- 
der St.; GOVAN - c/o Daly, 
Information centre, 125 
Langlands Rd.; for rest of 
Glasgow contact C.U. St. 
Brides Centre, Rosevale St., 
Partick or phone Bert 
( 334-6597 ). 




contact SOURCE (336-4341) 

BIKE TO WORK campaign : 
c/o Oanie Tucker, 

2 Queensborough. Gdns., 


4341 


FRIENDS OF THE EARTH : 
c/o 54 Carnarvon St., 
near Charing X(332-6295). 

GARDEN COOPERATIVES : c/o 
Tim Mitchell, 212 Wilton 
St., off Q.M. Drive. 


WHAT'S ON 


C.N.D. : "Waverley" Cruise to the 
Holy Loch. £3 ticket from 942-1099 
or 420 Sauchiehall St.. 10th Sept. 


Mental Patients Union 
contact via SOURCE. 


UNDERCURRENTS & SCIENCE FOR 
PEOPLE, see p.4 for contacts 

G.R.Y.P.S.— via SOURCE. 


EVERY YOUNG POLITICIAN’S FANTASY 


Confucius he say 

The path to the Auto-erotic | 

Palace of Westminster 

Is strewn with limp Elections 


GLASGOW WOMEN IN ACTION : 
c/o Womens Centre, 57 ^ ^ 
Miller St., for Charter ' * 
group/ Abortion campaign/; 
refuge/Scottish 


.CITIZENS THEATRE 
Semi-monde ( N .Coward ) 
8th Sept, free show. 


womens refuge/Scottish 
9th Sept./ist October feminist network journal 
at 7.30. Students 50 p ( 221-1177 or 424-4490 ) 

Glasgow Film Theatre, September:— 

1 st/3rd - LENNY BRUCE X. 

Dustin Hoffman. 

5th/l Oth - COUSIN COUSINE AA. 

Victor Lanoox. 

1 2th/l 4th - LOST HONOUR OF CATHARINA 
BLUM & ANGELA WINKER AA. 

1 5th/l 7th - MR. KLEIN AA. Alain Delo,., 
19th/24th - LOVE MATCH X. (Chabrol). 


ANARCA- 
feminist * 
network* 


FAIR FARES CAMPAIGN: 
Organise to boycott, 
contact through SOURCE 


thanks to Aberdeen Peoples 
Press who provide a cheap & 
reliable printing service. 
(Aberdeen, ^9669). 


One FREE Person with every 
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CLAIMANTS Lapses 
HA R ASS E D Us^fs 


BERT, IAN & STEWART, THREE 
MEMBERS OF GLASGOW CLAIMANTS 
UNION, HAVE BEEN BANNED FROM 
REPRESENTING THEIR FELLOW 
CLAIMANTS BY THEIR LOCAL 
SOCIAL SECURITY OFFICE. 

People who visited the Peel St. 
Office in Partick have been 
victimised because they had 
consulted C.U. members. 

The * trouble* began when 
members of the Hillhead and 
Partick C.U.s started a campaign 
of leafletting at their local 
S.S. Office. 



These leaflets told people 
of their rights, ". . .and 
don't take "no” for an 
answer", advised the C.U. 
members. 

At first the staff were 
bewildered, but soon their 
reactions bAame more hostile 
and intimidating. 

The staff stated that their 
Counter Clerks were being 
"harassed and humiliated" by 
certain C.U. members. 

THIS IS FALSE. 

C.U. members have only been 
informing people of their rights 


Darnley 

Exclusive 


LETTER REVEALS 
COUNCIL COVER* UP 

TURN TO PA3E 4- <§L FIND 
OUT MORF 








as we see n... 
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Glasgow Peoples press exists 
to provide a real alternative 
to the establishment press. 

It- will investigate and comm- 
ent honestly on the forces 
that shape our lives at home 
and at work. It will also 
expose the real problems that 
working men and women face, 
and publicise the activities 
of those trying to do some- 
thing constructive to help 
them. 

We at the GPP will assist 
workers in their struggles in 
a positive manner, by provid- 
ing use of duplicators, type- 
writers, publicity, manpower, 
and where possible advice and 
financial donations. Although 
we may offer our assistance, 
we will not attempt to control 
or take over workers struggles. 
Workers should take over their 
own situations, make their own 
decisions without outside int- 
erferance. 

GPP will also be keeping a 
close eye on the political 
situation, both nationally and 
locally. So councillors, (Yl.P.s, 
political parties, and all in 
authority. •• BEWAREJ We arfe out 
to expose you. 

What does GPP stand for? Well, 
ue are for independent action, 
decision-making by all partic- 
ipants, whether in tenants 
struggles, fares, workplaces, 
womens & kids issues, in sch- 
ools & colleges, or whether 
against consumer society and 
its supermarts (for liberation) 

& 'entertainment' etc. We are 
keen for others to join us, if 
in agreement with our outlook. 

Above all, GPP is your plat- 
form to air your views, and 
to say what you really want 
to about your own situation. 

GPP really means what it says 
THIS IS THE GLASGOW PEOPLE 
PRESS ? YOUR PRESS - so lets 
be hearing from you. 

WEWSDESK : c/o SOURCE Information 
Service, 57 Allander St., G.22. 
tel. 336-4341 . 

DISTRIBUTION s Keith, 946-3676. 
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Dear G.P.P., 


I enclose a copy of 
3 letter of mine which 
was cut. 

The manner of its cutting su- 
ggests that the wind still 
blows the same way down Mitc- 
hell St.. 

First cut: "more literate co- 
uncillors";^ 

Second cut: "If one thing is 
Wonder if your rea— proved, it is that the comb— 
ders who have been lulled into ination of brute ignorance & 
believing that the dear old Gl— the irresponsible goadings of 
asgow Herald has undergone a the gutter press provides a 
metamorphosis, into the bland formidable and enduring enemy 
realms of cosy liberalism would rationality".^-^: 
like to see the new trendy Regards, 

Herald system at work, behind Cliff G. Hanley, 
the scenes. 

Itodk music and its con- 
comitant culture are 
organic things, consti- 
tuent elements pulsating in 
roughly five or ten year 


Sir, — At the risk of 
sounding arrogant I would 
like to clarify some points 
about punk rock, at least 
for ty benefit of some of 
our^jibuncillors. 


cyxales. The past five year 
have seen a clearly defined 
recession in British rock, 
and with no strong move- 
ment discernible in white 


IA VAl 


1 36 ' Woodlands Rd.,G.3. 

American rock, the best 
music being made is back 
at the roots: black music 
from the States and par- 
ticularly from Jamaica. 

It is no coincidence that 
many punk bands listen 
almost exclusively to 
Jamaican Reggae. Tt’s a 
music which is inextric- 
ably interwoven with the 
culture it sprang from, 
both stylistically and poli- 
tically. The best punk rock, 
is an attempt to forge an 
equally committed parallel 
in British music, some- 
thing w^tch is both an 
answer to the stagnant old 
wave in rock and a rele- 
vant and active part of 
this culture. 

But it should not be 
forgotten that it is still 
only rock and roll, and the 
self-righteous hysteria 

engendered among coun- 
cillors a-nd our other self- 
styled betters is only an 
echo of the reactions to 
each previous wave in 

£-&T~7i~(ZS Coryjnp A-. . 



CLAIMANTS 
HARASSED CONT. 

CROM PAGE ONE 

under the Supplementary 
Benefits Act of 1976, 

This is not an isolated 
incident. Other C.U, members 
have been banned for the same 
•offence' up and down the 
country. 

Indeed, every time a claimant 
confronts an S.S. clerk over 
the counter a conflict 
situation arises. 

Listen to this tale for 
example . • • 0 

Mick goes down to his local 
D.H.5.S. and puts in a claim. 
He is refused his money. 

After talking to the C.U., he 
decides to appeal. 

"Your claim will be thrown in 
the bucket", says the clerk. 


have his or her benefit cut or 
will just not be seen. 

In afit of panic, the staff 
have called on the assistance 
of the Police to deal with the 
Claimants Union. 

This has led to one C.U. 
member being charged with 
Breach of the Peace. 

Strangely, the Police didn't 
bother to charge the member 
while in the office where the 
alleged incident had taken 

place. They waited until that 
evening to carry out their 
orders and, in doing so, they 
interrupted a C.U. meeting. 

A few days later, a Mr. Turner 
('Society of Civil Servants) 
and a steward of the Civil and 
Public Services Association 
came out of the office with 
stories about a claims 



1. The right to an adequate 
income without means test 
for all people. 


2. A socialist society in 
which all necessities are 
provided free and which 
is managed and controlled 
directly by the people. 

3. No secrets and the right 
to full information. 

4. No distinction between 
so-called 'deserving' and 
"undeserving ' . 


C.U. members spend a lot of 
time reading the various Acts 
and publications of the 
Supplementary Benefits 
Commission, but when the S.S. 
staff are confronted with their 
own rules they simply bend them 
to suit themselves. 

The staff of Peel St. are 
mistaken if they think that 
the Claimants Union has been 
intimidated . 

The Union is escalating its' 
campaign and will continue 
to inform people of their 
rights . 



"No, I won't say that. I'll 
pass it 'through to the back 
and it will be ignored." 

A C.U. member guestions her on 
this 'point of law' and she 
backs down, accepting Mick's 
claim form. 

This is just one of many 
similar incidents. 

Another method of harassment 
used by the staff is the 

'Divide and Conquer' tactic. 

Several unsuccessful attempts 
have been made to isolate the 
Claimants Union members. 

The staff simply withdrew 
their labour and refused to 
deal with any claims until 
the C.U. members left the 
building. 

They have even gone to the 
bother of making "special 
announcements" advising 
people that anyone dealing 
with, talking to, or' even just 
taking C.U. leaflets, may 


interview in an attempt to The fight to live goes on. 

entice C.U. members into the 


office, from which they had 
previously been banned, Vague 
threats were muttered about the 
power of the staff to cut the 
benefit of the members, but the 
C.U. people insisted on staying 
outside . 

C.U. CALLS 
POLICE 

They got the strong 
impression that they were 
being 'set up ' for further 
charges . 

Just for a change, the C.U. 
called the Police and made a 
formal complaint about the 
aggressive behaviour of the 
S.S. officials. 

Clearly democratic 'rights' 
like Freedom of Information 
and Protection of the Law 



YP/ 63/92/55/ A . 

I'M Registered 
A claimant - unemployed 
YP/63/92/55/A - that's my S.S. 
no. I'm a layabout 

a shirker 
I lie about 

Alternatively freezing or 
starving 

I shirk all the shit-shovelling 
Low paid jobs you expect me to 
take 

But I have my principles, Miste 
Unlike' the woman next door 
She can't afford them 
Not with 3 kids 
A memory for a husband 
And an S.S. man obsessed by 
her wardrobe 

So here's your'rights* , Mister 
Shove them up your arse 

Today we ask, Tomorrow we take 





Dear G.P.P., 

As you may know, in August , 
the Glasgow District Council 
announced their intention of 
bulldozing DARNLEY E. site. 

An incredibly high figure is 
involved with each flat cost- 
ing over £30,000 to construct, 

The burning question you'll 
want to ask is WHY they have 
decided to do away with it. 
It's my view, as a building 
worker, that if it isn't 
pulled down it could have 
fallen down anyway. 

There is the fact that for 
the past year & a half only 
a skeleton staff of tradesmen 
have been employed on the 
Direct Works site. 

The National Coal Board 
provided a consignment of 
inferior bricks but got 
on immediately to the 
builders on Darnley E site 
to have worked stopped. 

But on Len Fairclough's 
site up the road work 
has gone on as usual. 

I'd like this to be print- 
ed if you still have room 


because it's about time 
the taxpayers knew what 
is happening at Darnley. 

Name & address supplied. 


THE GPP CALLS FOR AN 
IMMEDIATE PUBLIC ENQUIRY 
INTO THE AFFAIR before A 
BULLDOZER MOVES ON TO THE 
SITE. WE ARE ALSO CONCERNED 
BY HIS REPORT THAT INFERIOR 
MATERIALS HAVE BEEN USED 
WHICH THE N.C.B. HAS WARNED 
AGAINST USING. 

ALSO, WE REPEAT THE QUESTION. 
DID THE DISTRICT COUNCIL KNOW 
A YEAR & A HALF AGO THAT 
DARNLEY E. SITE WOULD HAVE TO 
BE SCRAPPED. HAS A MASSIVE 
COVER OPERATION BEEN DREAMT 
IIP WITH MEDIA COLLUSION ? 

In the rest of Darnley, concerr 
grows at the consequences of 
the non-completion of the E. 
site for the development of 
amenities such as a shopping 
area which is constructed & 
is noticeable for its lack 
of shops. 

A Darnley action group has 
been formed to campaign for 
the area: c/o Pat Donnelly, 

25/1 Glenclunie, Darnley. 


ALL OUR NURSERIES 


On Tuesday Sept. 13th a public 
meeting called by the Glasgow 
Association of Nursery School 
Parents served to launch the 
fight against cuts in Nursery 
education. The large turnout was 
no surprise considering how imp- 
ortant this is to working parents. 

Nurseries are being cut in all 
sorts of ways. Dean O'Neill, a 
head-teacher at Lenthaugh Nurs- 
ery told how the Region had 
rammed in the thin end of the 
wedge, by first cutting back on 
cleaning staff and finally stud- 
ents & qualified nursery nurses. 

A total of 400 qualified nurses 
now don't have jobs in nurseries. 
Yet it is only recently that the 
Region was claiming that they 
could not reduce the staff/pupil 
ratio due to lack of qualified 
staff. This means that even the 
nurseries with enough space and 
equiptment are not being used to^ 
full capacity. 

On 'paper the staff/pupil ratio 
looks better than it should. The 
misleading statistics do not show 
how much time staff have to -spend 
on administrative tasks. 

Tha G.A.N.5.P, has been fight- 
ing back with petitions and by 
lobbying councillors. It was 
felt that much more had to be 
done to inform the public of 
the situation & spread the 
network o° parent teacher 
action groups. 


As N.U.P.E. Official, Alastair 
MacRae said, nurseries were 
picked out as a major target 
for cuts, because parents were 
thought to be weak and unorg- 
anised. 

Part of the problem is that 
parents think they are lucky 
if their nursery has not been 
closed. They forget how stand- 
ards are being eroded inside 
the nurseries. The fact remains 
that hundreds of nursery nurses 
have been diverred(mostly into 
clerical work) from child-care. 

When the meeting was 'opened up 
up' for comments from the floor 
it was suggested that the pare 
parents should get Union help. 
This proposal was violently 
opposed by a Middle class ele- 
ment who feared a take-over of 


the campaign. 

by past experience, the problem 
will be in making this body in 
one way or other accountable & 
In the end a Commitcee oumposed 
of 2 parents, 2 nurses & 2 tea- 
chers was established. Budging 
in touch with parents as a 
whole. A federation of local- 
ised 'action committees' to 
carry the fight to the Region 
might have been more meaning- 
ful. It won't simply be a 
case of politely telling the 
Councillors that parents 
don't like nasty nursery cuts. 
This takes no account of the 
harsh economic & political 
strategy of the authorities 
who dreamed up the cuts. 

They must be FORCED to rever- 
se Nursery cuts, perhaps with 
the twist of re-cycling the 
bill towards employers who 
benefit from female labour. 
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AGED'S UPHILL STRUGGLE 


The difficulty of climbing 100 steep stairs 
is a daily problem for the tenants of a 
community of two-room flats for the aged • 
in Hillington East, 

William Blair echoed the feelings of his 
fellow tenants when interviewed by a GPP 
investigator, "The houses are good to live 
in but its no joke climbing all these stairs 
- the only thing you can do is take it easy 
and have a wee rest after a couple of fligh- 
ts," 

It's not that the stairs are badly construc- 
ted or over-run by local kids, They're not. 
The problem is the SITE itself; a steep hill 
south of the Glasgow-Paisley railway line 
to the east of Penilee & Hillington estate. 
The planners have boobed again and as usual 
they're not the ones to suffer the conseque- 
nces. 

The flats, which attracted the first tenants 
some 3 years back, are just over the hill 
from the shopping area in Thurston Rd.. If 
you live in a flat near the bottom of the 
hill you have to climb say 80 odd steps befo^ 
re descending the hill and reversing the 
journey coming back. Alternatively, if you 
catch a bus from Chirnside PI, at the foot 
of the hill you could face the prospect 
of climbing the entirej 1 00(plus) if you 
live near the top. Again, inside the 4 
level flats you have to climb yet more 
stairs. There are no lifts & YOU CAN 
IMAGINE WHAT IT'LL BE LIKE IN WINTER. 



Its true that some of the tenants are used tg 
a lot of stairs and are a credit for their 
age. However, you shouldn ' t have to be a 
super-gran to qualify for a modern flat. Some 
find it harder than others & could be more or 
less house-bound during the worst* of winter. 

Just what were the planners thinking about 
when they chose this site ? If this their 
contribution to a euthanasia policy then its 
1984 here we come. With the declining popul- 
ation of Glasgow and the ever growing amount 
of space in 'inner city' areas on relatively 
flat land surely a better choice could( and 
should) have been made. It seems again that 
profit & impersonal bureaucracy have come 
before compassion for the aged. 



W .5 Story 

This is the tale of a 
working class school f 
Dull are its walls & 
dull are its rules, 

Our only relief is the 
4 o'clock bell, 
which releases our bodies 
from the place we call hell 
which creates an environ- 
ment we know only too well, 
That of frustration & less. 

This is the tale of a work- 
ing class school, 

The man at the top is a 
stupid old foci, 

Who must prove his exist- 
ance by making it clear 
over the Intercom that he 
is STILL here, 

Then he slips off a 4 for 
a pie & a beer, 

The man they call 3oss. 


I am the result of a 
working class school, 
Backwards & forwards they 
push & they pull, 

Until my nerves are all 
gone & I just can't go on, 
For my hopes once were high 
blit now they're forlorn, 
THEY DON'T GIVE A TOSS. 

Maildy, class of '69. 


NEW GAY CENTRE 


"UNDERSTANDING WITHOUT BIGOTRY" 
This was the message of Fred 
Edwards, Regional Director of 
Strathclyde Social Work. He wa j 
speaking at the opening of the 
new centre of the Scottish 
Minorities Group(see p.12). 

Few people who have not boon 
•involved in gay circles can 
realise the loneliness & isol- 
ation that is the lot of rpy . I 
in this society. 

An important 'coming out' step 
has been taken with the openin') 
of the new centre - "an i ) . n ,| 
of understanding", as Sheila 
MacAskill, National Chair,, er 
of S.M.G. said. The cent.ro con— 
sists of a meeting place 4 cof- 
fee lt/.nge, with offices for u,, : 
telephone advice centre'. 


I. • 


ijJhat prompted Kay Carmichael to become the East End 
Snooper ? 

One thing is sure, the people 
of Lillybank, a community of 
500 between Parkhead & Toll- 
cross in the east-end of Glas- 
gow don't think much of the 
tricks she got up to. They 
are united solidly against 
the report she compiled when 
she lived at 90 Dunning St., 
under the pseodonym of Mrs. 

Price. 

Chronicled in a two-part art- 
icle by her Wilson "Think-Tank" j 

fellow strategist, Joe Haines, 
which appeared in the DAILY 
RECORD 25/26th of August, the 
report serves to s t i g m a t- 
i s e the people of Lillybank 
& Dunning St. in particular. 

This can be compared with past 
stigma levelled at Easterhouse 
and Ferguslie Park in Paisley 
from the ,, sensationalist ,, press. 


K.CAR MICHAEL 


I FAMOUS EAST END SNOOPER 



ON WHOSE AUTHORITY 

Although her Report has 
received support from Prof- 
essor Donnison of the Supp- 
lementary Benefits Commiss- 
ion , neither the S.B.C. or 
Glasgow University have 
admitted that her snooping 
was done with their consent 
or conivance. She was doing, 
wait for it, "MARKET RESEAR- 
CH". Hence no doubt her 
obsession with "bashed fruit 
and tomatoes" of which "I 
was spending more on those 
kind of things than my neig- 
hbours in Dunning St. would 
be". 

From an application to do a 
social survey on the south 
side she turned up 6 months 
later in October 1976 in 
Dunning St as the downfallen 
"Mrs Price" 

supposedly separated from her 
husband and having* recently 
undergone therapy for mental 
disorder. How she managed this 
is still a mystery for even if 
she simply used University 
notepaper, at some stage she 
must have found accomplices 
either in Clive House and/or 
the Social Security system 
she knows so well. 

WHAT SHE GOT UP TO 

Her strategy to 'research' the 
area was to maintain an extre- 
mely low profile and be as 


it isn’t too bad at all, not 
bottom of a 'league table' 
of council housing by any 
means. 

There is a sense of community 
solidarity and mutual aid 
which includes helping out the 
aged and cases like 9 years* ago 
when the EVENING TIMES publicised 
the £45 raised for a Biafra app- 
eal by Lillybank tenants. 

MODERNISATION 

Like other areas of Glasgow 
(Possilpark etc.) , Lillybank 
has for the past 2 years been in 
the process of MODERNISATION and 


'invisible' as possible. The 
only people she had occasion 
to socialise with a couple of 
times, Mrs. Ellen Wilson & her 
husband were completely unaware 
of the whole charade as she 
chatted over tea & cake in 
their immaculate 3 apartment, 
one flight below hers. 

Her report has only been recei- the state of upheavel that goes 
ved with credibility because of along with this has led to a 
her connections with top levels slight increase in aggro but 


of authority such as the B.B.C 
& Supplementary Benefits Comm- 
ission(not forgetting Glasgow 
University & her M.P. husband). 

Any student handing in a report 
of this sort bass 
of this sort based on purely 
subjective impressions for a 
short period of 3 months 
would be told that this is no 
in which to conduct social 
research surveys. IMAGINE ONE 
OF THE TENANTS OF LILLYBANK 
SOMEHOW GETTING A HOUSE IN 
PARTICKHILL OR HYNDLAND FOR 
3 MONTHS & EXPECTING HER 
IMPRESSIONS TO BE REPORTED 
AMID SUCH PUBLICITY 1 

So all the criticisms of the 
"corrupted area" came pouring 
forth: bashed fruit. ..few cars 
...boy with torn trousers... 
"really rather horrible. .wild 
faces and green scarves"... 
"violence of one kind or anothe 
violence of one kind or an- 
other is commonplace. . .swearing 
teenagers. 'shops are clearly 


this has to be compared to other 
areas of the city which are 
virtually "NO GO" for the Police. 


What comes over from much of 
Kay Carmichael's report is a 
DISTASTE FOR WORKING CLASS LIFE. 
This is what she finds "corrupt- 
ed" but of course the irony is 
that as one of those in Author- 
ity herself she is part of the 
System which divides working 
people through poverty and 
makes Claimants Unions necessary. 

BAD NEWS-THE MEDIA 

The first the tenants knew of the 
now infamous report was 6 months 
later with the Joe Haines "from 
Downing St. to Dunning St." two- 
part expose plus a swarm of press 
& T.V. reporters around their 
doors taking pictures of the area 
in a pre-modernisation. 


J.oe Haines builds an image of a 
'golden age' of poverty.*- 


That mysterious - £140 


Many of the locals around Dunn- 
ing St are curious to find out 
how Kay Carmichael was entitled 


buy wallpaper for a 4 apt house 
as the means tester would not 
give the girl one penny. They 


to a £140 grant that no one else came into the house a four apart- 


appears to be getting. 

Mrs McGrattan 25 Methven St, 
said; "Through Mrs Carmichael or 
whatever she calls herself, the 
people in this area, some are 
off work through illness, others 
off work because they cannot get 
jobs. They are all wanting to 
know, those that are on Social 
Security, is why they never got 


ment out of a room and kitchen. 
Well, they had no furniture to 
furnish a four apartment, yet 
they got nothing at all. There is 
a lot more of his kind. They all 
want to know where their £140 is?' 

This is not an isolated instance. 
Many locals that the G.P.P inves- 
tigating team questioned also 
complained about the mysterious 


Ah yes I The 'good old days' of 
the 30s prior to the Welfare 
State & the S.S. I 

Now on top of all this the B.B.C. 
is planning to screen 3 fifty 
minute documentaries on the area 
and the findings of the report 
with Magnus Magnusson conducting 
interviews. What with Carmichael’s 
connections and all that, the 
tenants are up in arms about this 
latest development too . A petit- 
ion with over 300 local adherents 
was circulated in early Sept, 
when it was thought that the film 
would be used for a CURRENT ACCO- 
UNT special. Theidea was to unite 
local feeling "AGAINST MRS. K. 
CARMICHAEL & ALSO TELEVISION COVER 
COVERAGE OF THIS PR0P0GANDA". So, 
as Spokesperson Mrs McGrattan 
stated to GPP reporters their 
intention is to arrange it 
with the B.B.C. that they pre- 
-view the programme as it is to 
go out. At this stage they 
haven't as yet secured anything 
definite from the B.B.C.. 

THIS IS AN ISSUE OF HUMAN RIGHTS. 
Whether she thought she was mor- 
ally correct or not, Kay Carmich- 
ael has acted out of disrespect 
for people she hardly knew. But 
again, this is what you'd expect 
from somebody on the Supplementary 
Benefits -Commission, the Wilson 
"think-tank" and other such bodies, 


Yet Kay Carmichael says that she 
was living on her own money but 
she qualified to ask the means 
test what she would get for the 
likes of coming out of a mental 
hospital and going to this, and 
for' the'poor''* •’•"dodgin^school" they said she would get a £140. 


£140 when they got these houses? £140 that K. Carmichael qualified 

for. 


The local ' lollipop ' lady , Mrs 
Smith said; "What I do not under- 
stand is this £140 business. How 
pould she get it? Yet she was 
living under a false name. Other 
people get taken up for using a 
false name." 


T 
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My memory of Bermondsey, in 
South London, is that the poor 
didn’t steal from the poor, even if 
tWre was anything to steal On a 
srnlny day every door was open. 

Leave the door open today and you 
could lose your floorboards while you 
are shaving. 


Xparalysing boredom, etc, etc,. So ' t * ie P eo P le want to know where D £ d k. C armichael qualify for this 


Now let get this clear. The 
tenants don't tell you Lilly- 
bank is some sort of Utopia. 
It shares the problems of 
Glasgow schemes whether pre- 
war as it is or post-war in 
construction. But relatively 


their £140 is? 


£140 because the means tester 
knew who she was? Are the people 
of Lillybank really entitled tp 
this money, and if so why is it 


For instance I speak Of my own 
son who is unemployed. I thought 
he had a case as he has three 
babies and his wife has a chronic being held back? Questions the 
illness. That wee girl had to. people in Lillybank would like 
struggle week by week to try and answered, NOW. 


TIGHTEN... 

YOUR BELT/ 

I've great news for 
all you poor people 
as the hard wind of 
crisis is felt - 
you'll just have to 
scrape out the larder 
and tighten, please 
tighten your belt I 



Take a spud and then 
boil with nettles, 
you will find they 
lusciously melt, 
and if you disappear 
with the diet, 
well, you won't have 
to tighten your belt. 

Though your clothes 
may be threadbare and 
tattered , 

you aye can run round 
in your pelt, 
and we might excuse 
you the duty 
of having to tighten 
your belt. 

And me ? Stop changing 
the subject 1 
It's the way that the 
cards have been dealt 
- besides I only wear 
braces , 

30 I don't have to 
tighten the belt. 

Freddy Anderson, 1977* 




little rapes 


vta 


You are walking down a city street, your 
own street not far from home. you 
turn the corner, you look up the street 
quickly, studying it, and then you loot 
back down at the pavement. You walk 
a few steps, thinking and planning, and 
then you glance up to check out the first 
obstacle — three men standing on the 
pavement a few doors up. Will they step 
aside to let you pass? Are they gc.ng to 
make some comment? One of them 
catches your eye. You look back at the 
aavement. pretending that you weren't 
watching bira. It's always bad if some- 
one catches you looking at him. Maybe 
you should cross the street. A glance 
over there tells you that you can’t df 
that either. There's a group of teenagers 
hanging around in front of one of the 
houses. You had better take your 
chances with the three men. 


You are still looking down at the pave- 
ment. but you can feel that one man 
staring at you. You know his friends 
have stopped talking and are beginning 
to notice you. You wonder if they will 
start making comments among them- 
selves. You don’t want to have to go past 
them, but on the other hand you don't 

want to want past the bunch of teet. 
agers either. It would be *oo humiliat 
ingly obvious for you to turn around at 
this point and go back. So you take a 
deep breath and move over to the edge 
of the pavement, hoping they II let you 
go by. 

'• Hey, honey, where ya going"’ Can I go 
too? ” 

" Ain't ya cold, with that short skirt and 
all? " 

“ C'mon and talk to us awhile. We ain't 
gonna hurt ya. You're not very' friendly. - ' 

You keep your head down and pretend 
not to hear them, while your face bums 
with mbarrassment. Your body tenses 
as yo» wait for a hand to reach out. but 
you make it past them physically un- 
touched You start fumbling in your 
purse, pretending that you are looking 
for something; what you are really do- 
ing is waiting to hear a footstep behind 
you There is nothing. They're not going 
to come after you. You've made it. 

There's only a little way to go before 
you get home, and no one else is on the 
side of the street between you and your 
front door. Of course, there’s still that 
group of kids across the street, but they 

don't look like a gang. As a matter of 
fact they don’t look energetic enough to 
cross the street. They'!! prohahlv just say 
something but you'll be far enough away 
to make a good show of ignorins: them 
Despite that, you feel some apprehen- 


Not a sound. No hoots, no whistles 
There's a chance you won't cv-n he 
noticed. 

“ Wow Hey. look: Hey you. whatcha 
doin’’ ” 

Are they crossing over’ No It's a!! riclit 
then You're almost home. You're -tt 
>our front step >our ke> in \ mr han-l 
You walk into your flat flop d. *n on 
the couch, and relax. You've made :» 
home again without ar.vone gnu;*; veu a 
really hard time. 


erosion of privacy 

Rape, as we define r is any sexual inti- 
macy. whether by direct phys’C-' -ntact 
or not, that is forced <>n o».:- person by 

another. If you -are -subjected (many of 
us are) to this kind of violation every 
day. a gradual erosion begins — an erosion 
of your self-respect and privacy You lose 
a little when you are shaken out of your 
day-dreams by the whistles and com- 
ments of the construction workers you 
have to pass You lose a little when a 
junior executive looks down your blouse 
or gives you a familiar pat at work You 
iose a little to the obnoxious drunk ai 
• • * n*vt table or to that man on the 


In themselves these incidents are dis- 
gusting. repellent— in fact, intolerable 
Acceptance of them as normal is danger- 
ous This is one of the many ways in 
which women arc prepared to be vic- 


Learmng to avoid being hassled in the 
street is as much part of living in the 
city as learning to cope with public 
transport To/see a black person sub- 
jected to this kind of abuse would make 
one sick. It would he painful to watch 
them lower their head and try to get 
past a group of whiles unmolested To- 
day black people are no longer expected 
to '• know their place ", although deliber- 
ate humiliation and discrimination 
against them still exists. But women i 
face this same kind of badgering and 
taunting and accept it. They have come 
to think of it as an unavoidable part of 
life. 


accommodating 

The reasons for this are complex They 
certainly include the fear of acute physi- 
cal attack, but they also derive from 
something much more subtle. Early in 
our lives there is instilled in us a desire 
to please, or at least a desire not to 
offend. This is not part of our nature; 
it is drilled into us from the moment 
we are dressed in pink booties. And it is 
done well We reach maturity with a 
sometimes pathetic desire to please 
others Even when we have otherwise 
overcome our rigid stereotyping, we 
have this need for approval. It can be 
debilitating, and can twist our lives in 
undreamed-of ways. 

And so we think we have to be pleasant 
to the man in the street who approaches 

r 

us. We have been taught not to dis- 
please anyooe. Later when we try to 
explain how we got ourselves into such 
situations, we usually mention that we 
were afraid of physical attack. Thai is 
something that others will understand, 
but it is not always the reason behind 
our actions. We often back down and 
capitulate when the threat of attack is 
minimal 


Consider the tube- or bus-riding molest* 
These men are so maddeningly prose 
in any major urban centre that mat 
“women have run into several. Eve 
woman can tell a story about the m- 
who sat beside her with a newspap 
shielding his open fly. or can talk abo 
those mysterious hands that sudden 
appear from under attach* cases, cot 
or simply out of nowhere. The astoni: 
ing thing is not that there are so ma: 
men who have the nerve or the inclir 
tion to do this, but that women are 
often intimidated by these disembodi 
hands and fake sleepers. 


Part of the problem is that women are 
afraid of drawing attention to them- 
selves. How often have they endured 
these men rather than make a scene’ If 
the woman does make a scene, the man 
should he humiliated by having atten- 
tion drawn to what he is doing, but 
somehow he never is. He will calmly 
close his coat and join the other passen 
gers in staring at an obviously crazy 
woman She is the one who feels de- 
graded And it seems that she ran bear 
a lot of degradation as long as she is 
the only one who knows about it. 


This kind of man rarely threatens any 
further attack Crowded subways and 
buses are not the ideal places for a man 
to attack or rape a woman. But even 
without fear of physical harm, women 
put up with the maulmgs. They have 
been conditioned to be afraid of men 
under cry circumstances and to be 
-fraid of offending them even when 
there is no possible basis for their fear. 


One woman told us that she allowed her- 
self to be taken into a dark alley be- 
cause she was afraid of offending the 
man by implying that he might rape 
her. He did In retrospect the woman 
seems ternbly naive But put yourself in 
her place at that moment and remember 
all of the similar situations in which 
you did not " rudely " avoid a man for 


fear of offending him. It is this kind of 
everyday occurrence that sets women up 
to be raped. 


playing the game 

What happens if you are walking down 
the street and a strange man tries to 
pick you up’ However charming and 
friendly he may be. there is always tha 
potential for hostility on his part if he 
meets with a strongly negative reaction 
from you. As long as you are polite and 
play the game, his aggression will not 
appear; but if you tell the man to leave 
you alone — as you have every right to 
do — be prepared for the unexpected. He 
thinks that vour role requires you to 
play along He wants to think that he 
will actually get your phone number, 
at least your name, perhaps even a date. 
It is a difficult game for a woman to 
play, requiring ingenuity, energy, and 
charm Mast likely you feel obliged to 
play it with any man who wants to take 
up your time. 

Perhaps he will open with “ Mind if I 
walk home with you? " It is a perfectly 
polite question, but you don't want to 
get to know this man and. besides, you 
make it a rule not to speak to strangers 
in the street. So you try to get nd of 
him You say something on the order 
of “ You seem like a nice fellow and 
all. but I would rather be alone ”. Re- 
member, it is his behaviour which is 
unacceptable He wouldn't dare start a 
conversation like this with another man, 
and you wouldn't go up to a stranger 
either It should be assumed that some- 
one walking along the street is going 
somewhere and not out looking for 
conversation Yet this stranger has felt 
free to approach you and try to talk to 
you You have so far responded with a 
politely discouraging answer. 


He returns with “ I just wanted to talk 
to you ". How do you counter that’ You 
could simply tell him the truth. " I don't 
think you understood me before. I'm not 
interested in talking to you." But that 
would sound rude (Isn't it remarkable 
that when you insist on controlling your 
own time, you are being rude, but when 
a man insists on taking up your time, 
he is being friendly?) Instead you will 
probably smile and say something a little 
less determined "Honestly, I have 
some things I want to think about " He 
neatly returns. “Why don't you tell me 
about them? Maybe I can help." 

This will go on as long as you keep It 
up. or as long as he remains interested. 
By the time you get rid of him (1/ you 
get nd of him) your walk will have been 
spoiled and you will be frustrated and 
annoyed. Worse, once you are trapped 
into his game, you can find yourself in a 
dangerous situation. If you were so 
afraid of offending the man that you 
allowed him to waste your time, what 
are you going to do when he suggests 
going into that alley’ Perhaps that is an 
exaggerated ease, but often the con- 
frontation ends in his trying to get you 
to invite him into your home or to go 
to his If you are still playing on the 
level of " No. really, I just don't want 
to go to your place. I have other things 
to do." instead of saying " Get lost! " 
you are in serious trouble. 


If there is any doubt remaining about the 
underlying quality of the game, con- 
sider what would happen if you didn't 
know how to play and you responded 
with civilised propriety. The man makes 
small talk, and you presume that he is 
simply fnendlv and sociable He asks 
you, “ What are you doing tonight’ " 
You make the appropriate answer and 
politely return the question. “ I’m prob- 
ably going to watch TV. What are you 
going to do’ " Now this man will inevit- 
ably assume on the basis of that re- 
sponse. that you want to go out with 
him. and probably even go to bed with 
him. You can tell him you are perfectly 
happy watching television by yourself. 
You can tell him you don’t know him 
well enough to have him over. You can 
tell him you're planning to go to Mars 
as soon as the programme is over. He 
won't hear you. You made a • wrong 
move in the game, and you will never 
get rid of him. 


seff respect 

The only way to avoid all of this is ti 
demand from the very beginning th 
right to your own time, to your own life 
Don't get into the game at all. It 1 
really nothing more than a matter o 
simple self-respect If you really believi 
in your own worth as a human being, thi 
problem will take care of itself. 

It is difficult, however, to achieve tha 
self-respect. It Is not a part of the femi 
nine ideal. A woman who believes tha 
she belongs to herself will be describe 
as cold. hard, unfeeling, stuck-up. bitch; 
or, worst of all. aggressive Women ar 
not supposed to take care of themselves 
to be independent They are taught tha 
it is appealing to be weak, that it i 
attractive to be helpless Few peopl 
would object to a little boy's learmni 
to defend himself, but in a group o 
women who had gathered together t< 
work against rape, one woman wornet 
about encouraging women to learn self 
defence because, she said, it would be ; 
"brutalising" experience. Most womer 
have encountered that attitude befon 
and have been affected by it. 


And no wonder. Women are mundatec 
from all sides with the glorification ol 
female vulnerability Not long ago then 
was a fashion feature in one of the 
womens magazines which featured th« 
“ vulnerable " look The clothing was all 
very soft, very dinging, and very small 
The models huddled in eorners, shrank 
against looming walls. 


Until recently most women wore high 
heels that made it difficult for them to 
move and skirts that made it impossible 
for them to walk naturally They wore, 
and still wear, undergarments that make 
it hard for them to breathe and even 
harder for them to digest their food. 
Their legs freeze in the winter; they 
stifle in girdles in the summer. Not only 
do they do all of this for the sake' of 
beauty, but the very idea of beauty that 
our society (and its media) offers up 
holds suffering as appealingly feminine. 


fighting back 

It is time for women to take their lives 
into their own hands and start fighting 
for their self-respect, not only because 
that is the best way for any human be 
ing to live, but also because to live any 
other way is damned dangerous Women 
accept too many things as “ the way 
things are ". The condition of their lives 
has become intolerable. All the daily 
encroachments on their existence as 
human beings, whether subtle or blatant, 
prepare them to be victims of rape 
Even men on the street expect them to 
be soothers and ego-inflaters and fantasy 
objects. If they refuse, they're man- 
haters. But what if they play the game, 
placate every stranger, and learn to 
accept the role? What if they become 
what men want them to be? With that 
image of themselves, how are women to 
act when the game gets pushed a little 
further, and further still when it be- 
comes rape? The confusion sets in then. 
Should I struggle’ Why should t fight? 
What am I fighting for’ What am I fight- 
ing for that I haven't given up already? 

The time for a woman to start fighting 
is before she gives it all up— fighting 
for the right to herself, her pride, her 
body, her time. 


The article, The Little Rapes, Is a cfiqpfej 
extracted horn a book. Against Rape. A 
Survival Manual for Women: How to Avoid 
Entrapment and How to Copo with Rape 
Physically and Emotionally. The book 
written by Andre Uedea and Kathleen 
T henpaon was published by the 
Noonday Press- 




THE THREAT OF RAPE 


16 months ago as National Abortion 
Campaign organiser, I'd organised a 
counter-picket of a 5PUC(Society for 
the Protection of the Unborn Child) 
rally in Glasgow Green on a Sunday 
afternoon* The picket went very well, 
and we decided not to follow SPUC'S 
demo to che Cathedral but to disband 
after we'd made our point at the rally. 

I'd to stay around to ensure no 'irres- 
ponsible elements' got N.A.C. bad press 
coverage, & clear up a few things with 
the police. As a result I lost the folk 
I was getting a lift home from. 

I didn't know the area very well and 
started walking off in what I thought 
the right direction, armed with leaflets 
and wearing badges. Round a corner appear- 
ed the drones of 'church & state' marching 
as SPUC. Rather than provoke anything on 
my own, I turned up a back street, still 
lost. 

I came across an open 2nd hand furniture 
shop 

shop with 2 guys sitting outside who asked 
what the leaflets were. I gave them a 
couple & explained about the rally. The 
older one made sympathetic remarks the 
younger one said nothing,, I wandered on 
and was tapped on the shoulder about 5 
minutes later outside a close by the 
younger of the 2 guys who said he lived 
up this close with his mum who -was really 
anti-abortion and he'd been trying to 


s 

? 


"I obviously knew 
would I come up & 
he was 
I sup- 
getting 
agreed. 


MIS— directed : demands equal 
opportunity 

MIS-fit : refuses to conform 
MIS— fortune : demands equal 
pay for women 

MIS— governed : demands liber- 
ation 

MIS-judged : demands an end 
to beauty contests 
MIS-laid : demands free 
contraception 

MIS-quoted : demands an un- 
biased press 

MIS-treated : demands shared 
housework 

MIS-used : demands 24 hour 
child care centres 

(from "Womens Directory"). 


convince her for ages 
what it was all about, 
talk to her". I was suspicious but 
insistent and my attitude was well 
pose this is what N.A.C. should be 
into - it's my duty to do so, so I 

As soon as I got into the close he grabbed 
me & dragged me up to the first landing & 
pinned me against a wall. As he started to 
pull my jumper off, he made a continuing 
stream of insults and suggestions, the gist 
of which was - womens libbers were all 
nymphomaniacs so what did it matter. He 
got my jumper up and forced me on to the 
ground and started licking my body. 


I kept trying to 
stop him going 
any further by 
warning him I 
knew where he 
worked. Then I 
attempted to knee 
him in the balls 
and missed which 
made him angry & 
he threatned he'd 
smash my head in 
so hard that no 
one would recog- 
nise me again. 


Then he unzipped his trousers & stuck his 
errect penis towards my face telling me 
to suck it. I just kept talking about kno- 
wing where he worked. Then there was a 
noise at the bottom of the close & I told 
him he'd better run, which he also decid- 
ed was the best thing to do. He quickly 
got himself together and ran, shouting 
if ter him that he'd get me again. 



>n old drunk came up the close & asked 
.if I'd had a row with my boyfriend, & 
started trying to kiss me. Then a young 
guy came out of one of the flats and I 
explained hysterically what had happened, 
not knowing whether this one could be 
trusted or not. He took me round to the 
subway station and I got home. 

My friend's reactions were mostly in fav- 
our of going round to the shop & beating 
the guy up but I didn't want that because 
my address had been at the bottom of the 
leaflet I gave the 2 guys so I decided to 
'forget* about it & not carry out retalia- 
tion/retribution like so many similar case 
cases. JACQUELINE BROLJNE • 


MILES 


OF FILES 


HEIL 



(jJhat the yell— dressed American 
G.I. will be wearing when they 
move against us. The neu look 
in regulation issue G.I. helmet 
bears a startling resemblance 
to Nazi headgear. However, in 
true American style it will be 
made of plastic not metal. 


CARTER You cannot avoid finding 

" 'your way into a Databank. 

Your name will come up over 
& over again — in the Census, 
in Health Records, as a car 
driver or owner, on National 
Insurance Records, if your 
claiming Benefit, if you’ve 
been convicted etc.. 

You probably don’t think much 
about such records* Ttiey are 
simply a fact of late 20th 
century life BUT they can 
have 3 serious effect. 

Information stored in data- 
banks may be collected by 
people unlawfully, it may be 
out of date or incorrect & 
you could suffer for it. 

You might be refused a job 
because the employer has 
seen a file on you, you or 
a member of ycur family 



could be refused H. 
of a record of debt 
necessarily by you 
close , relative. The 
about such records 
with few exceptions 
concerned is unable 
what has been said 
;him and therefore c 
llenge the accuracy 
files. 


because 
not 
but by a 
point 
is that 
the person 
to know 
about her/ 
annot cha- 
of the 


T^Asivds i-oe graphics To 3cz/c»r?Ty; 
L trts/ /sGrc/P7?o/v 



Because of all this, the Nat- 
ional Council for Civil Liber- 
ties launches a campaign this 
month based on the demand THE 
RIGHT TO KNOW, The N.C.C.L, 
j proposes several legal safe- 
guards for the individual 
including restriction on 
access to files and the right 
of everyone to see, correct & 
challenge ANY file relating to 
them* 

If you would like more inform- 
ation, about the campaign contact 
the Scottish Council for Civil 


332— 535C) o 

G.R.Y.P.S. share this 
tel.no. also. 

FTRiimTEo By 

) /67 -ST" 

/16E nJ 




WHOLE FOODS & HERBS 


Porr idge Oats 


rassroots 

498 Great Western Road, Glasgow G128EW. Tel: 041 -334 1844. 

figs 3 7 p per lb Walnuts 90p 

Apricots 69p " " Peanuts 35p 

Dates 38p " " Cashews 93p 



Peas Brose 


per lb 


Raw Cane Barbados Sugar 2 3 P per lb 
Raw Cane Denerara Suqar 20p " " 
Pure Australian Honey 1* 9 p " " 
Pure Fruit Juices 39p " " 


g 


150 Culinery and 


Butter Beans * 36p 

Field Beans 1 5p 

,, ,, Kidney Beans 26p 

11 n 1001 Wholewheat flour 

Coarse and fine 10 p. 
medicinal herbs, fresh vegetables, 


per lb 
home baking 


and many more natural foods at 

rassroots... You can’t afford to miss it! 


■ADVERT- 





FAC61C**, AN*> how, 
NA^vMu.’V, DESCRTE D, 
A'f B.CHAT, WITH 
ONL'I A ftOWLgfc FOf 
A ME MOAT 
MAS NO OTHER &MOic£ 


f-TEET.1/*. '. WH£^ ~Oi O An. T*4 HOS*«TAe *URfLtfi co«E 

[FROn* O, » *££, That A*f cent's qoi ^^,no pourt. J 
LTMlNfr TO KEEP f»£ MAPf'f AMD fcviET WilM Ai-i -this J 
>p*-*stic nwcK. nit-rtt, nU4-s f wHE»c*jJy ^ r - 
("T R5AI coupon?’!/ r ( ( 



IN DESPr^ATloH, TEENIE ft*6AKS \V» ^ 

INTO -THE UNbCMrROONJfc (J-OVCRN MENTAL UNiT 

Station for stashing stolen identities N 0 .27 

1 *45 ^“SCT C M * ,c * M,LL SU*-Se«-T«*f{J* HiObEN 

behind aoiscaaded Pile of 'BL-vffrRiNrs 
FOR WOUR FtfT\/AC' sue ODSERVCS . . . 


“We’re All Going On A Cruise..” 



As some speakers pointed out, on lobbying Labour Party 
they were preaching to the conferences-as if that will 
converted. change anything. 

Maybe the C.N.D. brought this However, although the C.N.J). 
sad state of affairs on itself shows no sign of halting 
when it disowned the direct - their decline, groups like 
actionist "Committee of 100” SCRAM do show some promise 
and concentrated its efforts for the future. 




FIGHT 


Saturday Sept. 10th, 1000 
iple from all over Britain 
lised 'doon the watter’ in 
Waverley to Dunoon and then 
ched to the Holy Loch, where 
U.S. Government keeps 
ombs. 

y marched because they were 
re that, in the event of 
leur war, the people of 
deside would be among the 
st to be exterminated. 

well as support from local 
•N.D. groups there were deleg- 


ations from the National Union ||| 
of Miners, Chrysler Shop Stew- m 
ards 4 the Scottish Committee to 
Resist the Atomic Menace(SCRAM) 
among others. 

The march itself was largely a 
nostalgia exercise for those 
involved. Despite the large num- 
ber of young people there, it was 
the large C.N 4 D. marches of the 
early 60s which were at the back 
of everybody*s minds. 

Having marched the 3 miles to the 
base there was nothing to do. but 
to sit and listen to speeches. 



JOIN THE 

FAIR FARES FIGHTERS! 


MEMBERSHIP s 26p 
pAy <4ec£_ To C.SAHRO. 


SEND TO: FAIR FARE FIGHTERS 
c/c THE SOURCE 


| •* man.ter of tne 


cer of the Federation of Fair Fare Fighters. 


! 

1 
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OR ADVISE ? We can supol 
you with names 4 addressi 
of organisations which a 
assist. PHONE 6-7pm or 
Saturday mornings. O.K.I 


ZERO(Monthly 2 
st, no.3no,o 
at GPP Readers 

CLAIMANT ItNIO'fc 
GOVAN, PARKHEAl 
St. Brides Cent 
meetings thure, 


POSSIL. c/e 42 fii 

C.N.U. (Glasgow): 
SCOTTISH COUNCIL 
TIES: 146 Holism 
Enterprise Youth: 

"No more heroes"S 


FRIENDS OF THE EARTH! c/o Neil 
4 Hilary Stamper, 54 Carnarvon 
St., Charing X, 332-6295. 

BIKES campaign: Agnes, 332-5371 
RECYCLINGS 3ohn, 423-2874. 
ALTERNATIVE TECHNOLOGY* Gar tten- 
ich etc.): Peter, 035 52 27032. 
GARDEN COOPS: Tim Mitchell, 212 
uJilton St., 945-0457. 

COMMUNES NETWORK : c/o 
Laurieston Hall, Kirkcud- 
brightshire 0G7 2N8. 

S.M.G.(see p.10): Gay centre 534 
Sauchiehall St., 332-3382. 

CLYDESIDE MUSIC COOPERATIVE, c/o 
Dick 632-1401. Plans in Autumn 
to go beyond performer/soectator 
reality (MUSICS, mag., 3Gp). 


3AGSMAG 


SCOT .Renub' 


K S WPS * II 


: 
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FREE 

SCHOOLS 

Charlie 

336-7891 




GLASGOW FILM THEtfT*&E, 
Rose 5t . . 

Mon.3rd-Sat.8th, 7,00. 
LA CECILIA AA. (a groui 
rchists attempt to -set 
opien colony In S.Amer 
BLACK HOLIDAY A. excl . 


— 


Fri.7th, 7.30 - 10 best Amat- 
eur Films, >77. 

non. 10th-Ued. 12th, S.00 t 8.30. 
LUCKY LUCIANO X (Rod Steiger in 

_ l..v u n p nri ,dn( ctori rrimp in 


IFE OF OHAf 
ALT OF THC 


Mangel sdorff at Partick 
Borough Halls. Tickets 
£1.00 / £1.50 

(All concerts marked * are at 
5aints and Sinnero,5t. Vincent 
St. ) 

Detail r 


CITIZENS THEATRE, only 50, 

- finishes 25 Oct, 


r uir 
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NUCLEAR. 


■); clydeside alternative monthly. Afo 3 /sfoVEPKB&ft \% 


BOSS 

CARTOOH 


COUNCIL 
SHORT CIRCUITS 
TENANTS 
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Tenants in Biisland Dr., 
Ruchill are faced with 
the daily threat of 
being electrocuted. 
Despite persistant app- 
eals to the District 
Council their protests 
have been received with 
a 'deaf ear'. 

The electrical points & 
connections in their 
homes are in many cases 
a potential hazard. Many 
minor cases of shock 
have f ailed to raise a 
positive response from 


the nearest Council 
works department in 
Bardowie Street, Possil. 
New tenants are the only 
ones who get new points 
installed, fir Dsnoyan of 
I Arnold St., Bilsland 
Drive., told a GPP report 
-er that an electrician 
friend of his had looked 
at the connections and 
found them to be faulty 
i>\ the way they were 
earthed. He also told of 
his daughters bedroom 



- B.B.C. WHITEWASH JOB 


On Thursday 20th October 
the B.B.C. outside broad- 
cast unit was at Quarrie- 
brae school in Lillybank 
to film a special-invitation 
only meeting for their series 
of programmes on the area. 

Kay carmichael , William Gray, 
Professor Donnison of the 
Supplementary Benefits Comm- 
ission and other such dig- 
natories availed themselves 
of the opportunity to clear 
Kay Carmichaels rather tarn- 
ished image . The point is 
this .... why were the local 
folk not involved in the 
filming. Could it be that 
the B.B.C. intend to imply 
that it was done with the 
ctd 

which had no electrical 
point of it's own and 
how the council would do 
nothing to satisfy his 
requests to have one ins 
tailed. In the end he ha 
one installed privately* 

This is not an isolated 
case. Will a tenant have 
to suffer serious injury 
or worse before the 
Council act to install 
new points? 




GLASGOW PEOPLES PRESS 
exists to provide a real 
alternative to the 
establishment Press in 
the West of Scotland . 

We aim to report honestly 
on the forces that shape our 
lives, both at home and at 
work. We intend to expose 
the real problems faced by 
working men and women, and 
to publicise the activities 
of those trying to do some- 
thing constructive to help 
themselves . 

We at the G.P.P. will assist 
those in struggle in a 
positive manner ; by providing 
the use of duplicators , type- 
writers, publicity, manpower 
and. where possible , advice 
and financial donation. 

Although we are prepared to 
offer our assistance, we are 
not interested in attempting 
to control or to takeover 
peoples' struggles. People 
should take full control 
over their own lives and make 


c;n.d. and nostalgia 

Dear Friends, 

Could I please make two 
points about your issue 
number 27 

I'd like to confirm what 
Cliff D. Hanley says 
about the GLASGOW HERALD 
letters column. There is 
somebody changing letters 
without seeking the per- 
mission of the letter 
writers. And it's not just 
cutting for length. Any 
strong turn of phrase is 
being left out or replaced. 

Have you noticed too that 
they have stopped dating 
the letters, so that they 
can save up letters for 
quiet days ? They are also 
very sensitive about criti- 
cism of their own reporters 
and a letter arguing with 
another reader is more like- 
ly to be printed than one 
which seems to attack the 
paper or its' staff. 

About your report on the 
Scottish C.N.D. Cruise and 
Demo to Holy Loch, I'll 
resist the temptation to be 
angry, and I'll try to be 
defensive and reasonable 
instead. You say the 
marchers were nostalgic, 
but several speakers tried 
to oppose that attitude, an 
ind I thought the demonst- 



decisions without outside 
interference . 

G.P.P. will also be keeping 
a close watch on the political 
situation (both nationally and 
locally). So M.P.s, councillon 
political parties, and' all in 
author ity-BEWARE l We are out 
to expose you. 

What do we at G.P.P. stand 
for? Well, we are for indepen- 
dant action and decision making 
by all participants, whether 
in Tenants' struggles, fares, 
workplace, school, xx>llege 
struggles , or whether against 
Consumer Society and its' 
supermarkets and 'entertainment ' , 
etc. We are keen for others to 
join us if in agreement with 
our general outlook. 


Above all, G.P.P. is YOUR 
platform to air YOUR views, am 
to say what YOU really want 
about your own experiences. So 
let's be hearing from you. 



NEWSDESK AND SUBSCRIPTIONS - 


SOURCE INFORMATION SERVICE, 

57 A1 lander St., 

GLASGOW G22 
(Telephone 336*^341) 

Support Subscription 
£2 for twelve montipp. 

Libraries and Institutions: 

£5 for twelve months. 

ADVERTISING: ^ 

Rates on application to 
Newsdesk address. 

DISTRIBUTION: 

Telephone:- Keith 946-3676 

acknouledgements: 'Up Against 
the Lauj'j 'Solidarity 1 ; 'Peac 
News'; Peoples News Service.. 


rators responded warmly to 
their demand that we look 
forward rather than back. 

As you admit too, there was 
a very good attendance of 
young people. 

If there was "nothing to do 
but listen to speeches", I 
suggest that the speeches 
were qoo£, that they were t 
the shortest speeches ever 



heard, and that room was 
found in a very tight time- 
table for an impromptu 
speech by one man who wanted 
to do more than "listen" 

(and then moan afterwards .- 
a wee bit anger creeping 

in! ) 

We were not just "preaching 
to the converted" : because 
there were a number of local- 
people listening, and some 
joined S. C.N.D. as a result 
of what they heard?*, and 
because we took the trouble 
to set up a loud sound 
system which let us make a 
direct appeal to some of the 


American sailors, and because 
the speeches and the appeal 
were reproduced in newspapers 
and other media on quite a 
good scale. 

About the "decline" you 
assume is taking place still 
in C.N.D., the Campaign has 
been GROWING again steadily 
since 1973, no matter how 
you measure growth; and the 
most active members will be 
delighted to share the 
decisions and workload with 
any of your readers, including 
direct-actionists , in a 
democratic way. 

IAN DAVISON 

(Secretary, SCOTTISH C.N.D.) 

EDITORIAL REPLY: 

We don't dispute the fact 
that some of the speakers 
at the rally warned against 
nostalgia, but doesn't that 
in itself show ftJSt this 
feeling was preselftNta 
large eunounts? It certainly 
existed in the minds of 
those to whom our reporter 
spoke. Young as well as old. 

Youth in itself is no 
guarantee against a backward 
looking attitude. 

Essentially, we believe that 
a large proportion of those 
CANT. PJ1... 


CEPPOCH - 
JNDER 




Tenants in the Keppoch area 
of &lasgo* have been attack- 
ing their local factor thr- 
ough the pages of their loc- 
al paper the Possil Post. 

The people are angry at the 
length of tiee it takes for 
repairs to be done in their 
toes. Some people have 
been waiting TEN YEARS to 
have their repairs properly 
seer, to, and they are still 
waiting* 

The paper carries four pages 
of complaints and unfinished 
repairs which include damag- 
ed lofts, leaking baths, 
streaming walls, dampness 
condensation, .damaged fenc- 
ing and plagues of rnAGt^OlfS! 

uJhen asked why there were 
such big delays in having 
the repairs seen to a local 
official stated the reason 
to be economics! 




■ if * , 


'm 




However this reason is pure 
rubbish. The repairs have not 
been carried out over a per*- 
iod of ten years or so yet 
the cuts only started around 
a year and a half ago. 

The real reason for the del- 
ays in repairs would appear 
to be the incompetent manag- 
ement of the Housing Menage- g 
ment Office in Bardowie St. 

The local officials appear *to 
spend their time sittii^j on 
their fat arses reading Play- 
boy or playing noughts and 
crosses to pass the time* ^ 

It's about time someone gave 
them a boot out of their 
fancy offices, houses, cars, 
etc into a council house with 
chronic damp, maggots and a 
leaking bath. Whats the bet- 
ting that they would kick 
some life into their workers 
to get that house in order? 


GAP SUES SCANDAL! 


Maryhill has more than 
it's fair share of gap 
sites, where tenements 
have been demolished 4 
nothing is planned in 
the immediate future 
to take their place. 

Gap sites are just one 
aspect of the chronic 
URBAN DEVASTATION 
that the politicians 4 
planners have created 
in the 'inner city' 
areas of Glasgow. 

The sheer contradiction 
in places like Maryhill 
is that the area, 4 in 
particular Vhe kids, 
are crying out for 
social facilities. 

It would cost in the 
region of tSOO to level 
and prepare a gap site 
for a football pitch or 
play area, * instead the 
kids have to play among 
the rubble, glass strewn 
refuse and filth. 

Take ah example: fcapier- 
shall Primary School in 
*orth «DOdside Rd. has 
xa f Dolb«ll Ditch 



despite the fact that 3-0 at half time - the 

the school>s area is action rivalled a good 

small in comparison match at Firhill ! )the 

with the massive gap organisers have to 

sites stretching up to arrange to book a pitch 

Raeberry St. for every specific game. 

For matches in the There are areas in that 

primary school league, part of Maryhill easily 

such as the one they big enough to accomod- 

played with- St. Andrews ate a sports pitch s»xh 

s-.r cl in *iiton( losing as Chymside in Milton. 


Up at uueens X, local 
residents have taken 
the innitiative of 
constructing their own 
play area 4 more of 
this has to follow. 

For too long. the 
question of land owner 
-ship has bebn centred 
around the issue of 
absentee landlords and 
Highland Clearances. 

What about the land- 
lords and clearances 
on our own doorstep!!! 
i Who owns the land any- 
way? The Council is 
supposed to act in the 
peoples yiterestsCsic 1 
yet they a|^ot resist 
making an e^Bre out 
of large parts of the 
city 4 don't provide 
adequate facilities. 
The time is e m e r g ing 
when working people 
will take over the 
lapd 4 thmir czmm 
unities as a -roi* 
(after all it's «m 
thing to S’lk r>k_* 
WHAT HAS 3LLX 5T^£%. 




.-ant of Health 

: - GOOD NEWS 



Glasgow Council will soon prove to the doubter^ that, 
it has the welfare and happiness of it's electors 
at heart. 

At a recent meeting of the mental Health Subcommittee 
the decision was taken that "Happy Pills", previous- 
ly available only through a doctor, should be added 
to the citys water supply. 

The Chairman of the Subcommittee, Councillor Vincent 
Vallium, told GPP reporters: "Research has shown 
that over 90 % of people in the city are unhjjpp^ with 
their daily life. High prices, high bus ^^»res, the 
shortage of housing and just sheer borerom were the 
deciding factors. 

Our researchers then showed that the addition «f the 
magic ingredient. Factor X, until now only available 
on prescription, would produce 99# happiness. 

The people would then be prepared to take whatever 
we do to them without any fuss. It will also have 
the advantage of relieving people of just that little 
bit of control over their own lives." 



WH(N TMC ftObY »*** 
CAVATOO, tKim W*J A ROW 
AMoM«r T*c OirMRfMT NAATS 
AS TO WHO »«IM« T O Of 


TMt OMtlN SAIO: 


T*c PS*T SAlO: 


I T M€ MAHPS 


I Trf* 5 5A*0 : 


S INC t I AM tM ***** 
C(NtM Y*»AY 
KVOAYTIHHO AM* <>•#> 
All T« TmiNkiN* I 
SMoWlo 6t -rnf 6»H! 


£l»K* I <A«1 
Aki t hi Aloacy 
w«i*KT 1 

should at t*« 
ftoSS! 


S«**cC I'VC a-at all 

n»WVIkl MORN TOO 
AHA Ca«H Tm r> 9 m (1 
TO mHTPYHW LOT 

ROSS* 


Wlm I HAVI TO 
| LOON owl MA TO* 
All Ano lot 
I owh« 

] lnA*S ; SO X SaoulO 
lee THff eon 


ITHS BOSS! 


A NO SO IT wONf ON w.YM 
imc iKait, iwhls tn. 
IPVT-f.WL TMflA claimi in, 
Itill T WAS notmim*. 
1LI0T OUT TNt AAsC 



*ll THC OTA*** LAVONOD 
WM«N IT MAOf ITS BiO 
I«aA R 03S. WOODVfA 
UCAAO Of AN Aftlf 

eciNv soss «o AN'fTiiils! 


UANLMCKS ON A fASTLAA* 



lirr this «CAtT»uN 

u oj*T TNC A«s* 
io M wcu TNATwrrA 
A<w AN«aY 
CwT iTtCiF * 0 f 
AN» A«r«»f» TO 
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Cfr«f from P.l. 

TENANTS 

PICKET 

KHY'S 


PUBLIC MEETING 
Language Centre, 17tti 
November, 7,30 Uallaco 
St, - ways of stopping 
the reopening of Tt -He- 
ston St, will be diM-— 
ussed. 


lAIORDS 


—in 

^#^9 Govan 

THE CITY PLANNERS HA* 
SWEPT ASIDE HUMAN NEED 
ONCE AGAIN. 

This time the victims 
are immigrant kids 
trying to learn English 
in the Language Centre 
in GOVAN. 

Soon the school will be- 
come an island in a sea 
of noisy & dangerous^^ 

CTaffic. 

Tradeston St^^on one 
side of the school has 

been closed for 3 years 
and now the planners-»ere 
making another bid to 
reopen it. 


Is are bound to feel when highly 
: just to jump the housing queue 
nman assure us that there are no 
lses ? 

jely at this. It seems to be really 
louM have been able to conceal 
1 apparently get away with it, 
njudiciously allowed her findings 
aps a little unwise, when you are 
sons, and my sympathies in this 
n the street who are so agitated. 

lor M'Kay, again to the Chairman 
asks — Will the Chairman of the 
;e was let to an individual using 
out sociological research on her 


id from the Department of Social 
rsity of Glasgow in April, 1976, 


” If the school is surr- 
ounded by busy traffic 
it is only a matter of 
time before a kid is 
knocked down,.. There 
will be no place for 
the school bus to park 
safely., . .The older 
pupils cannot be kept 
in ‘school all day and 
the new hypermarket is 
an extra lure to cross 
the roads. .. .Many of 
the kids do not under- 
stand English well 
enough to pay heed to 
darnings about the road 

Indeed many of them 

have just come from 
rural village-s and the 
very idea of 'traffic' 

is something new to 

them...., The kids are 
keen to learn English 
and they want to list- 
en carefully to the 
teachers and the tape- 
recorders, but already 
the noise from the ro .d 

is almost^mpossible. 

Lorries v^rftng the 
nearby hypermarket di - 
rupt the lessons throug- 
hout the day. 


Ms Kilgowrt’, a teacher 
at the school told us UM 
Tradeston St, should sta> 
closed:— 



"We want 
people g 
to know fr 
the truth 




It is a popular art of resistance invented by 
* people themselves because of an overpo^MMpj^need to 
express the bitter experiences they are going m rough and** 
to find a channel of communicatio^^ ira-world outside. 

In fact in the details of these pictures — sometimes dis- 
guised and “coded" because of .censorship - is contained a 
whole chronicle of the lives of Chilean workers today. 


HUGH’S BLUES 


The Grand Opening of one 
,of the large stores in the 
horrible neu Shopping Centre 
in Sauchiehall St. was car 
carried out by prominant 
businessman, Sir Hugh Frazer 

Everyone at the ceremony was 
enjoying themselves when the 
Master of Ceremonies began 
to signal for silence for 
Sir Hugh’s speech. 


As a result, so our sources 
tell us, the enjoyment of 
those fortunate enough to 
be present to hear Sir Hugh* 
speech was marred somewhat 
since nothing could be heard 
and all that could be seen 
was the Gij,eat Man's mouth 
opening and closing. 

Among the songs played by 
the Military Band was the 
evergreen Shirley Bassey 
hit, "Big Spender". 


Things really happened 
ora Saturday afternoon 
for the local pigs in 
the Alloa area when a 
police walkie-talkie 
went missing after some 
wise— guy came out of a 
police-station (cop-shop ) 


He directed local pigs 
up A down closes all 
around the area before 
they tumbled to what 
was going on ! 


The^ Military Eand which was 
waitng outside saw the hand 
signals and mistook them for 
their cue to begin.^^ 




site of the city farm to give the local people 
first hand experience of what will be involved, 
things planned include pony rides for the children,** 
greenhouse and pigeon loft exhibits, a chicken run 
complete with chickens, fresh vegetables for sale, . 
refreshments etc. The committee are also visiting 
local schools to tell the pupils how they can g^t 
involved. They will be shown a film of other cit* 
farms already well established in England. This * 
will give the pupils some idea as to what to expect 
from their own city farm if they participate. 

Plans are also underway to approach local business, 
for donations of everything from hard cash to tool$, 
wood, nails, paint, bricks, cement, seeds, fertili- 
zer, wire, rope, in fact everything and anything of 
use. So all you local businessmen out there SUPPORT 
YOUR LOCAL COIWUNITY. 


Have you ever wanted to do your own thing but had 
nowhere to do it? Either there is no room in the 
house or you do not have a garden of your own. 
Somewhere to make furniture, fix your bike, or toys, 
look after chickens, keep pigeons, goats or pigs, 
grow flowers or vegetables. Dust the sort of place 
in fact where you could spend an afternoon or a 
summer evening doing as you please or helping 
someone else. 

Well the local people in Greater Pnssil are going 
to bqild such a place for themselves on a vacant 
site off Ellesmere Street in Hamiltonhill. This 
will be the site of the first CITY FARM in the 
West of Scotland, being built and managed entirely 
by the local community with some support from local 
authorities, local business, and local groups. 

The local people have formed a steering committee 
to get things off the ground, apply for planning 
permission, commission a soil survey, raise funds 
etc. The committee plan to have an open day on the 


The Greater Possil City Farm will offer the local 
people a unique opportunity to provide for itselgjf* 
a play area for the kids, an open air commun$|£y' 
centre, a place for OAP's, friends and r^^grtbours, 
play groups and street groups to muck ini and enjoy 
themselves. 

Everyone will be involved because such a project^ 
will depend on sharing skills such as organis- 
ation,^ being a secretary, bricklayers, plumbers, 
electricians, general labourers, people who know 
about animals etc. Nobody will be excluded from 
taking part. There will be something for everyone 
to do. 

Eventually the farm will support itself by selling 
fresh vegetables, chickens, eggs, etc. Or by manu- 
facturing wooden toys, go— karts, etc for sale. 

If you wish to get involved in the city farm or 
would like to donate money or materials to the 
project you can contact Din DOYLE, 23 BALGLASS ST, 
or D. LYON, 28 BYSHOTT ST. 


COMMUNITY IN CRISIS 


On Wednesday 19th October had toe the line 


in the St. Brides Centre, 
Partick the latest meet- 
ing of the GLASGOW WEST 
ACTION COnniTTEE took 
place. 


"The hard facts of life" 
as Neil Carmichael, FI.P. 
put it, was the dominant 
theme of speaker after 
speaker. Fair enough, it 
is a FIGHT TO LIVE in a 
real sense these days. 


Another speaker, Cllr. 
Bob flcTaggart of Ander- 
stown, gave the 20 or 
so people in the hall a 
graphic account of the 
"overkill" in Council 
inspired cuts - baths 
(Gorbals & Townhead are 
no more); washouses 
no more); wash-houses; 
Halls, including Ruther- 
glen recently modern- 
ised at a cost of £1-£m.; 
Cleansing - overtime cut 
sack; Housing, covering 
repairs(£2.4m. less). 

Dn top of this, as a 
Labour Councillor, whc 


inherited the cuts that 
his predecessors thought 
out, he saw "no credib- 
ility if rents forced 
through" as well. 


If so-called "Socialists" as 
Labour councillors 4 mp's 
were involved in administer- 
ing 'the cuts' and decline 
in the standard of living, 
is it any wonder working 



any alternative solution as 
'Utopian', which is ironical 
indeed in that it is surely 
’'Utopian' to expect to ach- 
ieve 'Socialism' by imple- 
menting capitalist policies 
and without the mass under- 
standing and involvement in 
creating an alternative Soc- 
ialist Society. 


To put it bluntly, unlike 
the aspiring Labour and 
Communist party bureaucrats, 
our thinking can't be moulded 
into how our oppressors th- 
ink. The 'hard facts of life' 


However, the main signific- 
ance of the meeting revol- 
ved around what working 
people DO to fight cuts etc, 
and why they are so apathetic 
towards politicians, 'left' 
Labour and Communist included. 


people are pissed of with 
all this? If what you say 
is contradicted by what you 
do, then your words (typic- 
al of all politicians) amo- 
unt to nothing more than 
rhetoric. 


won't dfsappear by electin'* 
anybody - bW’or Socialists 


to do a 'better job’. 


The contribution by the GPP 
Activist served to momentar- 
ily bring into question the 
underlying assumptions they r 
ro mak' — 


There was a brief debate of 
the Libertarian ideas of the 
GPP activist by a member of 
-the Labour Party Young Soc- 
ialists. He tried to label 


Working people in asserting 
their control over their 
own workplaces and communit- 
ies create the seeds of on 
alternative and lead to the 
abolition of the system. 
Bosses A bureaucrats need jjs, 
we don't need them!- 


The table gives a brief 
rundown on just what you 
are entitled to under the 
1976 Supplementary benefits 
Act. 


If you are a claimant and, 
after looking at the table, 
suspect that you are being 
underpaid, you should 
write to your local office 
and ask them to send you 
ASSESSMENT FORM A124. 



THIS ARTICLE WAS WRITTEN 
BY MEMBERS OF THE 
CLAIMANTS' AND UNEMPLQYED 
WORKERS UNION, WHO FldHT 
COLLECTIVELY AROUND THE 
CLAIMANTS' CHARTER. 


This form is similar to 
a wage slip, and gives you 
the details of how your 
benefit is made up. 


It tells you what you are 
due for your wife, kids, 
rent ,-^and any extra fuel 
or diet allowances you are 
due. 


CLAIMANTS 

CIIAIITLK 


The rig? • to an adequate 
income without means test 
for al 1 people. 


A socialist society in 
which all necessities are 
provided tree and which 
is managed and controlled 
directly by the people. 


3. No secrets and the right 
to full information. 


4. No distinction between 
so-called ‘deserving’ and 
"undeserving' . 


ture- IN FACT, ALL- 
HOUSEHOLD GOODS. 


URGENT NEEDS 


One of the most important 
sections of the Act is the 
bit on "exceptional needs" 
-Section 4 (Urgent Needs) 
of the 1976 Act. 


The D..H.S.S. can make 
payments OVER THE COUNTER 
in cases of urgent need. 


Removal expenses, repairs 
expences for visiting 
people in hospital or 
prison, fuel debts and 
rent arrears, tools and 
clothes necessary to start 
work., and anything else 
you can think of. 


along a friend or Claimants 

Union member with you. entitled to. All pay- 
If they are going to uisit mi f nts of this are 


you at home, then .demand discretionary. 


that they give you 24 hrs. Never take "NO" for an 


notice. This is your 
right. 


Don't tie fooled if the 
Visiting Officer tells 


answer. APPEAL against 
any decision which is 
against you. 


This section also applies 
to workers on* strike, but 
he or she can claim benefit 
only for their family, not 
for themselves. 


Supplementary Benefit Rates 


NEVER GO ALONE TO THE 
APPEAL.. AND BE PREPARED. 
Keep a copy of your appeal 
and don't forget to date 
it. 


Section 3 of the Act allows 
the DHSS to make a lump sum 
payment to cover an except- 
ional need, or to meet an 
expence not covered by ,tbe 
weekly payment. 

. 

When making a claim under 
this section, quote the 
1976 Act. For example 
"I wish to claim under the 
Section 3(l) for an exce- 
ptional needs payment to 
cover the following. • 

You don't need to goto 
the office to make this 
claim, just drop them a 
line saying you want to 
claim. 


HOUSEHOLDERS 

NOV 76 

NOV 77 

COUPLE : short term 

£20.65 

£23.55 

long term 

£24.85 

£28.35 

SINGLE : short term 

£12.70 

£14.59 

long term 

£15.70 

£17.90 

NON - HOUSEHOLDERS 



OVER 18: short term 

£10.15 

£11.60 

long term 

£12.60 

£14.35 

16 - 17: 

£7.80 

£ 8.90 

NON-HOUSEHOLDERS ALLOWANCE 

£1.20 

£ 1.45 

CHILDREN 



13 - 16. 

£6.50 

£7.40 

11 - « 

£5.35 

£6.10 

5-10 

£4.35 

£4.95 

UNDER 5 

£3.60 

£4.10 

DISCRETIONARY ADDITIONS 



HEATING 

£ .70 

£ .80 


£1.40 

£1.60 


£2.10 

£2.40 

DIETARY 

£ .75 

£ .90 

£1.76 

£2.10 


You are allowed two friends 
or representatives with 
you at the appeal, and can 
chll as many witnesses as 
you want. 

Everybody's expences are 
refunded by the Tribunal, 
whether or not the appeal 
is successful, and 
whether you arB working 
or not. Travelling 
expences and wages are b 
all refunded. 


Public aligns. Information, 
Leaflets- ^f^ie along to 


This section covers 
clothing, footwear, bedding, 
pots and pans, armchairs, 
iml lots of other furni 


FIGHT TOGETHER . ,. .. 

you that you aren't enti- 

One thing should be reme- tied to something- in many 
Imbered: NEVER MEET THE cases the Visiting Officer 

S.S. ALONE. Always take doesn't know what you are 


Leaflets-obme along to 
your local Claimants' and 
unemployed Workers Union. 

' Or, if there isn't one in 
your area, why not start 
one yourself? 

Claimants Unions give 
people -&>e chance to meet 
others in the same 
situation* and 
fight collectively to 


control our own lived* 




There are no Atoms for Peace 


IN WESTERN EUROPE AND IN THE U.S. A. OPPOSITION TO NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS HAS BECOME 
INCREASINGLY MILITANT IN RECENT MONTHS. IF THE PLANS FOR THE EXPANSION OF NUCLEAR 
POWER IN BRITAIN GO AHEAD, IT IS LIKELY THAT SIMILAR SCENES WILL BECOME COMMONPLACE 
HERE TOO. 

THE SECRETARY FOR STATE FDR ENERGY, f'R. 3EI.N,. HAS CALLED FOR A PUBLIC DEBATE ON THE 
FUTURE OF NUCLEAR POWERl IN BRITAIN. WHAT DEBATE THERE HAS BEEN, HOWEVER, HAS BEEN 
CENTRED IN THE SCIENTIFIC PRESS. 


HERE, AS, AN INTRODUCTION TO THE SUBJECT IS AN ARTICLE BY ANDY GATES WHICH ORIGINALLY 


APPEARED IN PEACE NEWS FOR 9TH SEPTEMBER 1977. 
IMPORTANT SUBJECT' IN THE MONTHS TO COME. 


WE PLAN TO_ RETURN TO THIS EXTREMELY 


The development of nuclear reactor* for 
electricity generation sprang from the 
creation of the atomic bomb, with the 
claim that this most horrifying of inven- 
tions was being put to peaceful use. But 
the technologies of nuclear power produc- 
tion and making atomic bombs ard so 
closely interlinked — and interdependent — 
that it's hard to imagine one appearing 
without the other. 

There are two materials that are known 
to have been used as the “explosives'* in 
atomic bombs. The bomb that destroyed 
Hiroshima used uranium-235*, which 
occurs naturally but only as seven atoms 
in every thousand of uranium. Separating 
it from the bulk of uranium-238* is an 
extremely long process: the method used 
during the war involved something like 
five million operations. But some kinds of 
nuclear reactor use fuel which is “en- 
riched" in uranium-235 (ie the proportion 
is increased to around 30 atoms in 1.600) 
and countries which have been supplied 
with these reactors are asking for equip- 
ment to do this enrichment. Anyone with 
this equipment could produce material for 
an atomic bomb by passing the fuel back 
through the works again and again until 
the proportion of uranium-235 was high 
enough. 

The bomb that destroyed Nagasaki, on the 
other hand, used plutonium. This element 
doesn't exist naturally, but is created 
when elements such as uranium are ex- 
posed to powerful radiation and absorb 
particles to become different — or new — 
elements. This happens in any nuclear 
reactor. 

COVER-UP 

The first reactors in the world to supply 
electricity for sale (at Calder Hall) were 
in fact built to produce plutonium for 
bombs — which you wouldn't have known 
from the opening ceremony heralding 
them as the start of a new age of limit- 
less virtually free electricity. They were 
based on the design of earlier plutonium- 
producing reactors at Windscale next door, 
which produced electricity as a by-product. 
Keeping them cool made a lot of steam, 
which was used to drive turbines to keep 
the enrichment plant (also for bombs) 
going. All but three of the reactors now 
operating in Britain are basically develop- 
ments of that design — and it was a fire 
in one of the Windscale originals which 
spread radioactive iodine over the Cum- 
brian coast in 1957. 

The whole nuclear power programme has 
gone ahead in the style of a military pro- 



thinking about the effects later. The elec- 
tricity boards are now complaining that 
they're overloaded with spent fuel. (The 
same process that creates plutonium in 
the reactor also makes other materials 
which "poison" the reaction, so the fuel 
has to be removed after a while.) It seems 
that little thought was given to dealing 
with this spent fuel when the* reactors 
were built. Some has been passed through 
a process at Windscale which is now 
described as a reprocessing plant but was 
almost certainally built as a plutonium 
extraction plant for the weapons pro- 
gramme. As well as plutonium and puri- 
fied uranium for reactor fuel (at a much 
higher cost than fuel made from new 
uranium) the plant produces three cate- 
gories of waste. Part is only slightly 
radioactive and is dumped into the Irish 


Sea, part is highly radioactivrf^ut decays 
rapidly to reach a “safe" level after a 
few years in storage . . . and some stuff 
fust won't go away. 

LETHAL LEGACY 

That stuff is the reason why a new repro- 
cessing plant like the one proposed at 
Windscale won't solve the problem of 
dealing with used fuel — if anything it'd 
make it worse. Apart from producing 
plutonium in a form that bombs could be 
made from, h separates and concentrates 
the fraction of the fuel which is highly 
radioactive and takes a very long time 
(tens of thousands of years for some 
constituents) to decay into stable ele- 
ments. So, apart from the thousands of 
tons of spent fuel sitting in cooling ponds 
at the power stations, we're stuck with 
this^high-activity waste from the fuel that 
has been reprocessed (ie largely from the 
weapons programme) kept in double 
walled stainless steel tanks while the 
authorities try to think up something to do 
with it. Being much more radioactive 
than the fuel it's produced from, it gives 
out a great deal of heat and has to be 
refrigerated so that it won't dry out and 
catch fire. And it's extremely corrosive, 
so as well as building one or two new 
tanks the size of a small hall every year 
for the waste from existing plant, they 
have to replace the old ones as the waste 
starts to rot through them. The tanks 
themselves become radioactive, so there's 
no way of repairing or demolishing them. 

JOBS/BUT NO TAKERS 

Just to deal with this waste the nuclear 
complex has already lumbered us with, 
someone has to go on building tanks and 
continuously supervising their cooling for 

Cont. on p.10 



Cont. from p.g 

many thousands of years. (Unless they 
aver develop a system for solidifying it, 
'persuade" someone to let them bury it 
under their area, and go away with their 
fingers crossed hoping they got their sums 
right). The work demands extremely high 
standards of welding, and by the time 
British Nuclear Fuels have finished a six- 
week security check on applicants for the 
job they've disappeared off to work on oil 
rigs. And nobody likes working in a place 
where you go through a dozen security 
checks every day, so they don't stay on 
the job long. The result is that the replace- 
ment work is now only just ahead of the 
tanks wearing out. If they're having 
trouble getting workers after twenty years, 
what chance on two hundred or two 
thousand years? And how long before 
they start conscription? 

WANT A DEAD NUKE? 

Another problem the authorities haven't 
faced up to (unsurprisingly in view of the 
programme's origin in a pull-all-the-stops- 
out military scheme) is that reactors don't 
last for ever. The first generation were 
paid for on the basis of their lasting 
twenty years, and they're as old as that 
now. They could well go on working for 
another twenty, but sometime there'll be 
signs of weakness that’ll mean shutting 
them down. Like the tanks, the reactor 
vessels become radioactive, so even after 
all the fuel has been removed they can't 
be repaired or demolished. The only idea 
they've come up with so far for dealing 
with dead reactors is to cover them with 
earth and leave them. But even that won't 
work at Dungeness, where the reactors 
were thoughtlessly built on the tip of a 
shingle spit that's moving eastwards at 
up to a yard a year. It's said there are 
dumper trucks constantly carting stones 
back to where the sea just washed them 
away from — and that's another job that'll 
need doing for a century or so. 


THE FAST BREEDER 

Uranium mining won't be one of those 
jobs. If reactors go on being built at the 
present rate, ‘‘economically recoverable" 
supplies won't last beyond the end of this 
century. So the atomic whizz-kids who 
were promising us "nearly free power for 
ever" in the ‘Fifties have been looking for 
ways of making what uranium there is go 
further, and they've come up with the 
fast breeder. Though this has been devel- 
oped as part of the "peaceful programme", 
it's basically just another idea for making 
plutonium — and lots of it. 

In a "classical" reactor the neutrons* 
produced by splitting uranium atoms are 
slowed down (by passing through graphite 
or heavy water*) so they're more effective 
for splitting more atoms to keep the chain 
reaction* going. In a fast breeder the reac- 
tor itself is about the size of a dustbin and 
contains a few tons of plutonium, running 
much faster (put bluntly, it's closer to 
exploding). So there are enough slow neu- 
trons around anyway, and the fast neu- 
trons leave the core and are absorbed in 
a blanket of natural uranium (ie mostly 
uranium-238) around it. There they 
"breed" other elements, including lots of 
plutonium, which is extracted from the 
uranium in a plant like the one proposed 
at Windscale and (so we're told) used to 
fuel the cores of more fast breeders or 
put into classical reactors. These things 
are the economists' dream: after twenty 
or thirty years a commercial fast reactor 
would have produced as much plutonium 
as was needed to fuel its core in the first 
place; anything after that looks like free 
fuel. 

WHOSE TERROR? 

But they'd be a nightmare for the rest of 
us. There's been a lot of publicity about 
the risk of "terrorists" getting hold of 
plutonium from a fast breeder, and of 


states which don't already have nuclear 
weapons developing them from "peace- 
ful" reactors. But the horrors of a Nuclear 
explosion are just the same whoever set 
j t 0 ff — the states that already have atomic 
bombs are literally terrorists, holding each 
other and the rest of the world at terror. 

To keep the number of atomfc terrorists 
from increasing, any fast breeder pro- 
gramme goes hand in hand with armed 
nuclear police and with even tighter con- 
trols over the nuclear workforce — giving 
up the right to strike over pay or condi- 
tions, with the certainty of strikebreaking 
bv the army if they did. And it's ever 
been suggested that libraries keep com- 
puter records of who borrows which 
books, as a check on who's boning up on 
nuclear physics. 

The authorities have enough arguments for 
controls like this, and worse anybody 
who did get hold of a fast Breeder fuel 
element could hold then) ko ransom, even 
if they couldn't buiU#« bomb from it (and 
it’s been shown to oe possible). One kilo- 
gram of the stuff (about a wineglass full) 
evenly scattered as fine particles could 
theoretically cause a milligp cases of 
cancer, and would certainly cause a good 
few thousands. So either they move the 
stuff around the country under heavily 
armed guard (as they already do from 
Dounreay to Windscale) or they concen- 
trate the whole fast breeder cycle inside 
a tightly guarded compound — to make 
sure that they are the only people whc 
have the power to terrorise the world. 

The nuclear complex has left us with a 
terrible legacy — if the people whp buill 
Stonehenge had left a store of plutonium. 
85 per cent of it would still be with us. 
The power programme started as a fronl 
for weapons-production, and it hasn't 
changed that much. In any case, it won't 
fill the "energy gap" for more than a few 
decades. We have the awesome task of 
dismantling what can be dismantled, ol 
learning to live with less energy and of 


A reply to a "box— ad" in G.P.P. no.1 «••••••« 


Dear Comrades, 

Glasgow needs a people's press. 
But it needs phoney journal- 
ism like it needs dirty water. 


Your item suggesting a squat 
in Lyndhurst Gardens was just 
that. Your 'investigation' 
cannot have gone further than 
walking past and seeing that 
it was boarded up. It would 


: CONTINUED. 


preparing to keep the weapons materials 
out of the hands of all terrorists into the 
unimaginable future. 


ted once a year by the memb- 
ers. When we move tenants in 
to Lyndhurst Gdns they will 
be entitled to join, vote, 
and stand for election. Ue 
will handle the factoring 
ourselves to ensure a good, 
quick service. 


- that is, the lowest rent the 
government will allow us. 


In other words, we have $et 
up a company to improve end 


have been worth your while to The association is run by loc- 
have ehquired at the Housing a l people. Anyone who lives in 
Association office two hundred an affected building can join 


yards away. 

The situation is this. The 
building needs extensive str- 
uctural repairs to prevent it 
from falling down, there is a 
hassle going on in the courts 
about who owns it. As soon as 
that is settled, the Queens 
Cross Housing Association will 
buy it, make it good for the 
next thirty years, and then 
let it to tenants at a fair 


by buying a £1.00 share. Any- 
one else who wants to join is 
asked to give a good reason - 
that way we exclude bad land- 
lords and such. No-one can 
buy more than one share. The 
management committee is elec- 



build houses, using govern- 
ment money, which is in the 
control of the community. 
Our borrowing limit is £15 
million. * 

Ue did all this by hard wo- 
rk, thought and detailed 
investigation. I would rec- 
ommend this method of impr- 
oving life in our city to 
your reporter.. 

BEST WISHES FDR THE FUTURE 

David Godwin 
CHAIRPERSON 

Queens Cross Hnu-ing Ac r r.t.;. 




1 7/»^ 

Community papery 
under attac0/Mtm 


The GPP extends its solid- 
arity to the Manchester 
community newspaper LONG- 
SIGHT NEWS in their fight 
against a libel action. ^ 

A local policeman, P.C. j 

Rally was featured in 
an article some 2 years 
ago. This led, 7 months 1 

later, to a threat of 
libel action which is 4 

currently being pursued j 

under the new Police 4$ 

Complaints procedure • 

where the individual A 

policeman can sue on 
the basis of a complai- ^ 

nt made to the police. 

So, far from being an 
incident involving 2 
individuals - the 
writer of the article 4 
the policeman - the 
issue^eally is between 
the police as a whole 
& the LONGSIGHT NEWS. 

In June, 1975, the 
paper printed the art- 
icle which was about a 
14 year old boy suspect- 
ed of breaking a window. 

"The person whose window 
had been broken, who is 
also a friend of the* dad's 
family, saw him being lit- 
erally dragged past her 
front door. She called 
out to the police that 
he was only 14 but they 
took no notice 4 dragged =* 
him right past his moth- | 
er*s door, into a police ■ 
car 4 took him down to the ~ 
police station. At the 
station he was not only 
questioned but also beat- 
en about by a P.C. Kelly". 


The boy was later acqui- 
tted of the charge, 4 the 
paper emphasised that it 
is Ii LEGAL to question 
people under 17 without 
their parents being 
present. 


#n offer to the police- 
pan in question to reply 
fco the article was decl- 
ined 4 the libel action 
^t into motion. 

Jhis was only one incide- 

( t among many and LONGS I- 
HT NEWS, along with 


others in Manchester are 
campaigning against the 
level of police violence 
in the area. The paper 4 
Manchester Law Centre 
are collecting evidence 
of these occurences. 

This is probably the 
firsfc^ase of a commun- 
ity newspaper being sued 
by the police for libel 
4 At is most important 
that the alternative 
press retain their right 


IfHflKJ 

m 



to print truthful but 
controversial news which 
establishment papers 
such as the Record or 
Herald would ignore. 

The libel laws are obv- 
iously responsible to a 
large decree for censor- 
ship 4 self-censorship 
(i.e. — the fear of prin- 
ting an article that 
might incur a heavy fina- 
ncial penalty in coufct). 





There will be a community ) 
and alternative papers 
conference in Glasgow in 
the near future to 
discuss the setting up 
of the SCOTTISH COMMUNITY 
AND ALTERATIVE PUBLIC- 
ATIONS NETWORK. 

The organisers of the 
conference hope that the 
local community papers f 
attend this conference 
and give their opinions 
and constructive comments 
on the proposals that 
will be presented. 

Further details can be 
obtained from Jim Torley, 
57 Allander Street, 

Glasgow G22 5HB. Or phone 
041 336 4341 evenings. 


Whatever the facts in < '" 

relation to this story, 
LONGSIGHT NEWS printed NE 

the evidence they had 4 ac 

offered the policeman a (a 

right of reply. Instead, re 

with the backing of pol- Ne 

ice solicitors, P.C. De 

Kelly is embarking on a 10 

potentially costly 4 len- Ma 

gthy court action. If da 

. other members of the pdl- ni 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2 
present (young and old) were 
on a pilgrimage , paying 
homage to the site of the 
nrst skirmish in the 'radi 
" radical ' sixties . 

Vhen we speak of a "decline" 
in the C.N.D. we are not 
necessarily speaking in 
quantitative terms. To the 
best of our knowledge there 
has been no great innovation 
in the C.N.D. 4 s activities in 
recent years. There has only 
been a qualitative improvement 
in the Campaign's position 
(more film shows, petitions , 
marches, etc.) 

Lastly we are curious that you 
say that you are willing to 
work with "direct actionists " 
among others. This would seem 
to indicate a change in the 
Campaign's views since its' 

I hay day , when the Glasgow 
Committee of J00 was excluded 
from using the C.N.D. office. 
Howdver you are entitled to 
learn from past mistakes . 

The GLASGOW PEOPLES PRESS 
will be pleased to report on 
any activities being organised 
by the Scottish C.N.D. ■■ 


ice decide to makdSTa' hab 
of threatenir^fcdurt 
action eUery time some 
one makes a complaint 
they don't like, people 
will soon be put off"* 1 
making complaints at 
all. Also the altern- 
ative press would be 
intimidated. It is 
this sort of suppre- 
ssion that LONGSIGHT 
NEWS is refusing to 
accept. 

(adapted from a 
report by Peoples 
News Service). 

Defence group, c/o 
109 Oxford Rd., 

Manchester Ml. 
day -(061) 236-3112, 
night-(061 )224-6387. 


WOODLANDS RD. ‘ 
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ASK questions, not j*jst 
to answer them. 

This is a vital 
distinction. The whole X : 
education system is 
steeped in this hypo- 
cracv. jMkv.. 


The walls are covered 
with attractive displays 
and visual aids. 

Students at the college 
are constantly told how 
important it is to get 
Jthe kids interested and 
involved in the lesson. 

Theoretically , lessons 
are to be based on the 
childs own experience & 
background, but when it 
comes to teaching pract- 
ice I learned what a 
p ake this: is. 


I have just started my 
teachers training at 
Dordanhill College. After 
only three weeks I have 
got the message - we 
have progressed from the 
bad old days of rote 
learning and authorit- 
arian teachers. 

However , there is no 
doubt in my mind that 
the new 'open plan' 
progressive education 
is just as repressive as 
ever it was. 

If you went into the 
classroom of a modern 
primary school, you would 
be surprised how attract 
-ive and interesting the 
place is. Even the 
infant classes have 
their own libraries with 
baby armchairs close by. 

The kids no longer sit 
staring in silence at 
the back of someones 
head. Now the kids sit 
round tables in friendly 
looking groups. 


The important thing is 
not genuine curiousity 
and educational enquiry, 
What is important is 
testing and examination, 

In this way the educ- 
ation system legitim- 
ises middle and upper 
class privilege and 
cons the working class 
irito thinking they are 
fit for nothing but 
their lowly position in 
society. 


Teachers still see it as 
their duty to teach 
working class kids to 
accept middle class 
values and behaviour. 

The emphasis is still on 
getting the kids to do 
what the teacher thinks 
is important and not 
what the kids are really 
interested in. 

The kids still sit bored 
while the teacher goes 
rambling on. 


Kissing you 
is kissing 

A school of dead whales 
Oh so R-evlon-omantic 
You are 

The Avon Lady's dream 
Your little heaving breasts 
gush forth 

That all pervading stench 
of Chanel & Nina Ricci 
My tongue 
is numb 

From exploring the hidden 
secrets of your 
vaginal deodorants 
Delicately your heart 
strings 
are plucked 

By two-dimensional Harpers 
It's bizarre 

The way you love that mirro: 
It's stranger still 
The way you missed 

Tt-mf. hlarkhparl- 


Dear G.P.P., Die "ouse-arresv. 

I have just read your art- They rous t be integrated ir 
icle in this months edition 30C j. e ty. Single and 2 apt 
of GPP 'Aged's Uphill Stru-fi a tg should be built whei 
ggle'. (October issue). their next door neighbour 

A similar problem exists will not be anothsrold 
for the aged tenants of fral1 P erson Ilk® _ themself 
Crathle Court in Psrtick, but a younger family or 
who are confronted on all middle-aged couple, 

sides by steep hills, even e Q th will benefit from th« 
the entrance to ‘his block help ^ ^ gi ch 0 , 

° f h % ih neak and perhaps make us all r, 

ous. Situated at the peak ( peda n tlc planners in, 

of Thornwood, they have dsd) lou(| and carlng 

magnificent views down alongside our crie s for m, 

Thornwood Avenue tatta fin „ c iel aid for our sen; 

nearest shops in Dunbarton c ^ t ^ zeng 

Road and Crow Road - a 

poor consolation, for many Yours, 

of them could never make Carol Binnie, 

the descent never mind the (District Nursing Sister) 

return journey! Crathie Drive, Glasgow, G 
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O. G. Atherton is responsible for the 
Police National Computer. His offices 
are at Romney House, Tufton Street. 
SW1. The computer is housed behind 
the Police Training College at Hendon. 

Mr. Atherton will not talk publicly 
about his job. Only once did he speak, 
privately, to a selected audience at the 
British Computer Society last year. He 
nsisted that no one take notes. 

Geoffrey Phillips is head of the Home 
Office Scientific Development Branch. 
His office is in Horseferry House. When 
approached about what information the 
police computer held, he refused to 
accept that the public has any right to 
know. 

These two men, the ‘Dr. Strangeloves' 
of secret police surveillance, are deciding 
what goes into the electronic files the 
police are building now. They are not 
accountable to Parliament The Home 
Office insists it has only a ‘watching 
brief, not a clearly defined responsib- 
ility, fo» what the Police National 
Computer holds and does. 

Consequently the British police have 
more latitude in the use of computers 
than any other police force in West 
Europe and the United States. The 
technological basis for 1984 is no longer 
a dream, it is actually, how, being 
implemented, absolutely unhampered 
by democratic controls, aside from the . 
tacit assumption that Mr. Atherton and 
Mr. Philips are honest men con- 
scientously doing their jobs. 


The People who designed the computer 
and work on it now have signed the 
Official Secrets Act which binds them 
to denying any knowledge of what it 
involved. , 

These are computer experts like Dr. 
John Parks, at the National Physical 
Laboratory, who invented the system 
whereby the Hendon computer receives 
wirephotos from the Scotland Yard 
fingerprint files; Tony Helman who 
was in charge of all the computer’s 
programming, working for Hoskyns 
Systems Ltd, based in Farringdon Road: 
Garfield Collins and his colleagues at 
Brandons who trained the programmers; 
and the dozens of programmers who 
worked first at Tintagel House on the 
Albert Embankment, and latfer off 



Horseferry Road. Many of them left 
disenchanted, because they worked only 
on very small sections, kept in the dark 
about what the overall system would do. 

They knew only that at the centre 
are two Burroughs B6700 computers- 
among the largest ever built-linked to 
ICL disk storage units with a capacity 
for 1000 words on everyone in the 
country. These are connected to video 
display units in over 800 police stations. 
There are also ‘dial-up’ lines to govern- 
ment departments, meaning that at the 
touch of a finger the police’s computer- 
ised files are made available to the 
Ministry of Defence. 

Joe Kenny. Chairman of the British 
Computer Society’s Privacy Committee 
and a computer expert in his own right, 
insists that the police have the capacity 
to tap personal records from virtually 
any other computer in the country. 

And they can do it without permision 
and without being detected by the 
banks, airlines, or government depart- 
ments holding persona] information 
they want themselves. 


The computer now operates round the 
clock. It is connected directly to the 


F rom 

N.C.C.L. 
mag.— "RIGHTS'* 


Swansea Motor Vehicle and Licensing 
computer and uses records of everyone 
who drives or has a car. It is also 
connected to the Customs and Excise 
computer Programmes are being 
developed for it which record and 
analyse who drinks in what pub, with 
whom, where people park their cars at 
night, and other such intimate details. 
Geoffrey Phillips is extremely reluctant 
to talk about these and a good deal of 
other surviellance research going on. 

The police have been given a free 
hand to collect and manipulate personal 
information to build computerised 
dossiers as they want. Aside from a 
few sporadic outbursts from back- 
benchers, the occasional pious meeting 
of the British Computer Society, and 
the dogged reminders from the NCCL. 
they have little to worry about. Mr. 
Atherton and Mr.Vhillips have been 
able to get on very peacefully with 
their jobs. And the British police now 
have what many experts regard as the 
most sophisticated and least democrat- 
ically controlled electronic surveillance 
network in the world. 




WHOLE FOODS & HERBS 
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rassroots 





498 Great Western Road, Glasgow G12 8EW. Tel; 041 -334 1844. 


Ft 9 , 

Apricots 

Dates 

Asm Cane Barbados Sugar 
Raw Cane Oenerara Sugar 
Pute Australian Honey 


-w- 


37p per 
&9p •• 

3»p " 

23p i 

20p 

*9p 

39p 


Peanuts 


90p 

35p 

93p 


Butter leans 
Field Beans 
Kidney Bean* 

1 001 Wholewheat flour 
Coarse and fine l*Bp- per lb 
id medicinal herbs, fresh vegetables, home baking 

S and many. more natural foods at 

rassroots... You can’t afford to miss it! 
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FREE SCHOOLS - contact FAIR FARES 
Charlie Baird, 22 Firhill St, JOIN 
Maryhill, 620. ncriBCRSHip : 26 P 


SiM.Gi 

Gay centra 534 
Sauchiehall St, 
332 3382. 


ALTERNATIVE TECHNOLOGY 

(Gartrenich ,etc) 

Peter ,035 52 27032. 


ANARCHIST ALTERNATIVES 
AGAINST AUTHORITY: collector^ 
item (very rare) OFFERS TOi 
the SOURCE, or 25p from * 
distribution collective , j 

/ AND, TA ICWS.'N 

WlO COMSipE^moM) 


BUREAUCRACY 
FOR A FREE BUS SERVICE 

FRIENDS OF THE EARTH; GARDEN COOPS’ Tim 
c/o Neil and Hillary Mitchell, 212 Wilton 
Stamper, 54 Carnarvon Street, 945 0457. 

St, ,332-6295. 

m GLASGOW WHOLEFOODS COOP: 

’jvoA i \ >.?*> Arts Centre, Washington St. 


IWe fact that 
Are a ux *<„ 
c , L *Ss yoBBo, \ 

voo To A ^,p E 
of H0&D U)Od£ 
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GLASGOW WOMENS CENTRE, For 
Abortion campaign. Feminist 
literature , Women's refuge. 
57 Miller St. Or Telephone 
221-1177. £ 


"SCOTTISH LIBERTARIAN FEDERATION 

jUnites Libertarian Socialists 
and Anarchists in Scotland. 

I Contac t S.L.F. (Glasgow) through 
Source Info. Service. Lots of 
literature available: e.g .Black 

I Flag(]5p) International Anarchist 
Bratach Dubh pamphlets (National 
Liberation, Syndicalism) 


TM€ I 
fORfrAMIlC TO 
CONTKOL- OR ' 
T Mfi c 


ANARCHIST COMMUNIST ASSOCIATION 
is a growing Anarchist move- 
ment, with a groups active in 
Glasgow. Anyone interested in 
organising to achieve an 
Anarchist alternative to the 
authoritarian Left please con 
tact Dave or Martin at 43 
Lillybank Gardens, Hillhead. 


LOOKING FOR INVOLVEMENT, 

OR ADVICE ? Lie can supply 
you with names & addresses 
of organisations which can 
assist. PHONE 6-7pm or 
Saturday mornings. O.K.i 


BIKES CAMPAIGN- 

Agnes - 332 5371 




SOLIDARITY Informal 
national network. Lots-t>f 
books and pamphlets on: 
Struggles against Authority 
Repressive Sexuality, Work 
Ethic, State. Contact via 
Box No. 6 c/o 

the SOURCE . Mm A 


G.R.Y.P.S, youth information 
service 146 Holland St. , 

Phone in/drop in service is 
soon to be restarted. 332 5350 
JAGSMAG subversive Partick 
Thistle monthly, lOp. From 90 
John St. MENTAL PATIENTS UNION 
RECYCLING: c/o the 'source'. 

John - 423 2874 

SCI-FI FAN GROUP meets 
Thursday. at 8.30, in |%p| I f3 
WinterjgiHs Lounge, "**35^ 
Gt. Western Rd 


CLAIMANTS UNIONS, 

GOV AN, PARTICK, PARKHEAD c/o 
St. Brides Centre, Rosevale St 
Meetings on "Thursdays at 7.30. 
HILLHEAD c/o 2 up right, 163 
Gt. George st., POSSIL c/o 
42 Allander St.,G22. 


CLYDESIDE MUSIC CO-OP is a 

group of people interested in 

free improvisation. MUSICS mag, 
35p Contact Dick 632-1401. 


C.N.D. (Glasgow) : 94£ 1099 

COMMUNES NETWORK: 
c/o Laurieston Hall, 
Kircudbrightshire, OG7 2NB 

C0MMLMITY PAPERS LIBRARY 

c/o SOURCE - 336 4341 


V.D, INFORMATION SERVICE. 

Telephone 429-5976 (24 hrs 


GOVERNjflNl 

SCOTTISH COUNCIL FOR CIVIL 
LIBERTIES, office open 9 to 5. ZERO Anar ca- feminist bi-monthly 
Also RIGHT TO KNOW campaign. No. 3 now out, 20p. Availabl^^ 
146 Holland St. (Nr‘. Bath St.) from SOURCE. 

Telephone 332-5960. 
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YOUR RIGHTS 
ON ARREST 
IN SCOTLAND 


You do not have the right to 
use the telephone yourself). 
They must allow you -to have 
a private interview with your 
solicitor before you are 
brought to court. This right 
is of little assistance un- 
less you know the name and 
address, and phone number of 
at least two solicitors. The 
SCCL will supply you with a 
list of solicitors on request; 
Make reasonable arrangements 
for your comfort and refresh- 
ment; Package any property 
taken from you in your pres- 
ence. Do not sign for anything 
that does not belong to you. 


He is an independent civil 
servant entrusted with the _ v 
prosecution of crime within 
his district and not an nrmi 
of the police. If you have 
obvious injuries, have them 
photographed. If you consjfejer 
the police have been abusive 
or very discourteous, you may 
complain to the Chief Const- 
able as this is a police 
disciplinary matter. 

You should 

Always remain polite and 
reasonable. 

Secure the presence of ^n%n- 
dependent witness in^bne police 
station whenever possible. 


Normally, when the police 
ask for your assistance, you 
will want to help them. This 
publication does not seek to 
discourage this. However, 
you should know your legal 
rights and know the circum- 
stances when you are not 
legally obliged to help or 
co-operate. * 

IF YOU ARE ARRESTED 

-\pW: 

Make no statement, formal or 
informal, to any persorj^ until 
you have seen a solicitor and 
received legal advice. You 
are under no obligation to 
reply to a caution and charge. 
It may be in your interest to 
say nothing. 

If. after arrest you are 
charged on petition and you 
consider that it would be in 
your best interests to make a 
statement, ask to be allowed 
to make a judicial declarat- 
ion before the Sheriff. Your 
statement will then be 
accurately and impartially 
recorded. Being charged on 
Petition is the first stfep in 
solemn procedure which- le'ads 
to trial by jury either in 
the Sheriff or High Court and 
applies to charges of a 
serious nature only. 

The police MUST 

Promptly after your arrest, 
allow you to have intimation 
of your arrest sent to a 
solicitor (this may mean the 
police will telephone for you. 


The police MUST NOT 


Compel you to accompany them 
to the police station unless 
you have been arrested. You 
may not be clear whether you 
are being arrested or not. If 
in doubt ask formally whether 
you are or not. Unless you 
have been arrested you are 
entitled to decline any 
"invitation" to go with the 
police. On arrest you have the 
right to be told immediately 
or as soon afterwards as is 
practical why you have been 
arrested. 

Compel you to answer any 
question. 

Hold out any inducement or 
make any promise or threat in 
order to obtain a statement 
from you. 

Suggest you plead guilty in 
court. The police in Scotland 
do not prosecute and do not 
have control of the charges 
which will be preferred in 
court. 

Compel you to have your 
fingerprints taken against 
your will without first 
arresting you. However, you 
may be fingerprinted, photo- 
graphed and searched if you 
have been arrested. 

Compel you to appear in an 
identity parade unless they 
have reasonable cause for 
suspecting you of being the 
perpetrator of the crime under 
investigation. If you consider 
that you have been ill-treated 
make a formal complaint to the 
procurator fiscal. 


If charged with any offence do 
not offer any plea of 'guilty' 
or 'not- guilty' until you have 
obtained legal advice, ilf in 
doubt, plead 'not guilty'. You 
may decide to change your plea 
to 'guilty' at a later date 
after you have seen a solicit- 
or. You will not be prejudiced 
by doing this. Remember, you 
may think you are guilty but 
ltfgal advice may show that you 
not, or that you are guilty of 
a different charge. A legal 
aid scheme solicitor should be 
on duty and he will advise you 
if you have no solicitor of 
your own. If you need it, he 
will apply to the Sheriff for 
legal aid on your behalf. 


This article does not contain 
complete advice. If in doubt 
seek advice from the Scottish 
Council for Civil Liberties, 

146 Holland St., Glasgow G3 
Te 1.041 -332*5960 

The SCCL is run on money from membership 
fees. - 

SCCL MEMBERSHIP - MINIMUM SUBSCRIPTION 
RATES 

Individuals . . . .£3.25 (£3.00 by Bankers 

Order) 

Couples £4.25 (£4.00 “ " ) 

Students Claimants 
& Pensioners . . .£1.50 
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SPECIALE / ' 
Double biU 


SAT 26, 7.30pm only 
SCOTTISH AMATEUR FILM ; 

FESTIVAL ADOUOICATORS SHOW ^ 

5UW 27, 730p» only * 

SCOTTISH AMATEUR FILM 
TESTIVAE ' 

# % # • • %WtJUil Lirtoii 




WIN 
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inside... 

Women held 
to ransom 

Psycho-pills 

State frame- 
ups 

Councillors 

cop-out 

Fuhrer 

cartoon 


WE CAN DO WITHOUT 
A PRIME MINISTER fii^ 


78 Calendar 



The season of merriement & 
Goodwill between humanity. 
Well, so the Christmas 
ideology would have us all 
believe » 

Fine sentiments but what 
a contrast with actual 
reality .’ Take the home- 
less for instance, 'the 
march of progress ' isn' t 
exactly knocking on 
their 'doorstep'. This 
Xmas the down-an-out 


BUT NOT RREMEN! 

The Peoples Press have been following the fire- 
mens strike with interest and have extended solid- 
arity to the firemen as we do all workers strugglesl 

The gutter press have been reporting fires ad 
nauseum and telling their readers how gallant the. 

Army have been - what they have not been saying Is 
how the firemen are being harassed by the police 
and the Social Security. Here is a brief account 
of what the firemen have been up against since 
they went on strike. 

Firstly, the firemen have been harassed by the 
Department of Health And Social Security. The 
firemen, most of whom have never previously been 
in a position of claiming Social Security were 
approached by the Claimants Union which was in a 
position to give the information that the S.S. ct4 R4 


population is as large as 
ever & yet State provis- 
ion is as inade quate as 
ever. 

cX '.i. Aye. 7 


SANTA 1 

Quits ^ 


Mr*; 


T 



^EEXBESS’ 


GLASGOW PEOPLES PRESS 
exists to provide a real 
alternative to the 
establishment Press in 
the West of Scotland. 

We aim to report honestly 
on the forces that shape our 
lives, both at home and at 
work. We intend to expose 
the real problems faced by 
working men and women, and 
to publicise the activities 
of those trying to do some- 
thing constructive to help 
themselves . 

We at the G.P.p. w m assist 
those in struggle in a 
positive manner, by providing 
the use of duplicators, type- 
writers, publicity, manpower 
and. where possible, advice 
and financial donation. 
Although we are prepared to 
offer our assistance , we are 
not interested in attempting 
to control or to takeover 
peoples' struggles. People 
should take full control 
over their own lives and make 



Above all, G.P.p. i a YOUR 
platform to air YOUR views, and 
to say what YOU really want 
about your own experiences. So 
let s be hearing from .you. 


decisions without outside 
interference . * 

G.P.P. will also be keeping 
a close watch on the political 
situation (both nationally and 
locally). So M.P.s, councillors 
political parties, and'all in 
authority -BEWARE'. We are out 
to expose you. 

What do we at G.P.P. stand 
for? Well, we are for indepen- 
dent action and decision making 
by all participants , whether 
in Tenants' struggles, fares, 
workplace, school, college 
struggles, or whether against 
Consumer Society and its' 
supermarkets and 'entertainment' 
etc. We are keen for others to 
join us if in agreement with 
our general outlook. 



NEWSDESK AND, SUBSCRIPTIONS’ 
SOURCE INFORMATION SERVICE, 
57 AllandRr St. , 

GLASGOH/G22 
(Tele*fhone 336-4341) 

Support Subscription Rate: 
£2 for twelve months . 
Libraries and Institutions: 
£5 for twelve months. 
ADVERTISING : 

Rates on application to 
Newsdesk address. 


DISTRIBUTION : 

Telephone:- Keith 946-3676 


MUTINIES: 1917- 2a By Dave 
Lamb. (Solidarity SOp) 

This carefully researched pamphlet 
continues Solidarity’s consistent 
attempts to generalise the experience 
of ‘all those who are in conflict with 
the present authoritarian social 
structure, both in industry and society 
at large’. (/Is We See It ). Libertarians 
often distrust the idea of militancy in 
the armed and police forces, ignoring 
the fact that they are recruited from 
the working class and that the divisions 
within them between order-givers and 
order-takers are class divisions. They 
sometimes confuse opposition to the 
organisation with opposition to its rank 
and file. It is a mistake one would not 
expect of libertarians. Working for a 
revolution with no vanguard or central 
command, and one that does not 
reproduce the organisation of the 
bourgeois state, they depend more on 
the disaffection, sororisation and 
fraternisation of the armed forces than 
do the Leninists. — "\ 



need to be stimulated. The 
teacher should leed from the 
front, with belt in hand if 
need be, (Mot a right wing view 
as it got me my 11+. It did 
not produce a bunch of 


Dear Sir, 

Why must the "alternative 
press! 1 be extremely left wing 
in outlook. An extreme right 
wing paper would probably be 
a better seller. 

Your motto of Forward with the 
People perpetuates the old out- 
dated socialist ideals of Marx & 
other 19th century radicals in 
perpetuating the class struggle. 
Probably your backers are well 
heeled ’trendies' with pseudo 
intellectual pretensions of 
grandueor. 

The "Axe to Grind" column just 
shrieks of this. GOD working 
class kids want out of their 
enviornment they want cars houses 
jobs etc.. Many escape by accept- 
ing middle class values and work 
towards these ideals. Thus they 
escape from their background 
hence where I live becomes a 
dumping ground for rejects of 
society. 


three arse 


The teacher or 'trainee' who 
wrote that article should come 
and live in Drumchapel for a 
time, CHRIST the whole idea of 
education is to mold the kids 
into what the teachers wepit the 
kids to do. Not the other way 
round. The 3 R's are being 
neglected too much nowadays by 
3ndy pseudo intellectual 
sachers. Kids are bored they 


ALL THIS FREEDOM MASM'Y 
me v*irre anv 
DrSClf=Y_ifMi= pfoblems, 




illitirates. Yours. 

H. Stewart. 

P.S. Your 3rd issue is 
better. 1 & 2 were shear 
rubbish, even pornographic 
in content. 

13 Ladyloan Place. 
Drumchapel G15 
14-11-77 

( Ed. this letter reproduced 
exactly as we received it ). 
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thinks to : ‘ANARCHY^ 

Zero, Anarchist/Anarca-feminist newsmagazine. 


Mutinies describes some of the 
strikes, -walkouts, demonstrations and 
take-overs by soldiers and sailors at the 
close of the First World War. Sick of 
conditions sometimes worse than those 
of enemy prisoners, eager for demobil- 
isation, fearful of unemployment when 
they were demobbed and reluctant to 
fight against the Bolsheviks, they took 
great risks and overthrew the authority 
of their officers. (The class nature of 
these mutinies is highlighted by the 
number of NCO’s who participated.) 
Some of the mutinies were small and 
shortlived: 500 RAF men at Biggin Hill 
went on strike for improvements in 
their living conditions, and met with 
complete and almost immediate success. 
Others were much larger: 20,000 
soldiers went on strike at Southampton 
and took over the docks, but were, 
easily quelled. Others were far-reaching 
in their consequences: in Calais the 
troops formed a Soldiers’ and Sailors’ 
Association, democratically organised 
on i he basis of delegation. In the 
actions that Dave Lamb mentions— and 
his list is not exhaustive-some 80,000 
people were involved. Considering the 
risk of being killed on the spot, the 
power against which they rose up and 
the years of military indoctrination 
s ? m . e ,°f ^em had absorbed, the 
significance of these actions is greater 
than the numbers might at first suggest. 

The military and civil authorities 
were extremely worried by the mutinies. 
A secret War Office Circular (leaked by 
the Daily Herald ) asked officers for 
regular reports on the loyalty of their 
men. ‘Will troops in various areas 
respond to orders for assistance to 
preserve the public peace? Will they 
assist in strike-breaking? Will they 
•parade for draft to overseas, especially 
to Russia?’ it said. With small let-up in 
pre-war industrial militancy and the 
success of the Bolsheviks facing them, 


OF THE MONTH 


More than one hundred women 
from the Essex Internation- 
al factory in Kilwinning, 
Ayrshire, have been told 
they are NOT to get the 
payrise promised to them at 
the end of their sixteen 
week strike in September. 
They have also been told 
that if they strike again 
the factory will be closed. 
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The women who staged an 8 
week strike followed by an 8 
week SIT-IN at the factory 
for higher wages in Septem- 
ber ENDED their action after 
the company agreed to raise 
wages with a view to parity 
with wage levels in London- 
derry, northern Ireland. For 
the same job the women over 
the water had been receiving 
up to £8 a week extra r 


The rise was due to take 
effect on October 5th. In 
return the women had agreed 
to accept work-timing & work 
sheets. The- company was also 
due to introduce a bonus 
system designed to stimulate 
"efficiency" . 

Several wome.n spoke of con- 
ditions but fear of dismis- 
sal meant that they had to 
remain anonymous. High un- 
employment in the area means 
the company has a pool of 
labour to draw from. 

" We have gained nothing 
from the strike, the only 
wage increase we have had 
±s the 10% government incre- 
ase which we would have got 
anyway. The management den- 
ies ever agreeing to the 
other increase. We have also 
befen told our efficiency 
must increase from 24-50% 
before any bonus system will 
take effect." 

mutinies — ctd. 

the ruling class realised the reliability 
of the troops was crucial. Dave Lamb 
suggests that the Bolshevik military 
success was largely due to the 
disaffection of the troops sent to attack 
them. At Seleskoe and Archangel, 
counterrevolutionary forces refused to 
fight. 

It is over-optimistic to believe that all 
mutinies are essentially libertarian. 

More important than the casting down 
of old structures is the character of the 
new organisation thrown up. Although 
many soldiers and sailors formed 
councils, other risings were diffuse 
expressions of anger— for example, the 
riot of ex-servicemen in Luton in which 
the town hall was burnt down. But 
Mutinies demonstrates that the 
‘impossible’ can happen. As Dave Lamb 
puts it, ‘the armed forces can them- 
selves become a source of revolutionary 


" We were going to strike 
again when we realised we 
had been conned, but we were 
told if we did the plant 
would be closed. We now 
have a professional Security 
Firm on 24 hour guard in the 
factory, we must sign in, 
and out ! " 


A.U.E.W. engineering union 
official Bill Aitken told a 
GPP reporter : "This paydeal 

was made in good faith, I 
feel the conduct of the 
Essex International manage- 
ment confirms my opinion 
that they are the worst 

> ' - *■*, 


employers I have met in my 
entire career." 

Essex International are not 
strangers to industrial dis- 
putes. This year, strikes 
have occurred in Cleveland 
(Ohio), Hillsdale (Ontario) 

& elsewhere. Probably the 
worst is still running in 
Elwood,USA, where a 24 year 
old women was shot in the 
back and is now partly 
paralysed, her husband shot 
in the hand - while on 
picket duty. In the same 
dispute, Georgia Ellis ,a 
union spokesperson was beat- 
en up in her home and some 
strikers have been hit by 
company cars while picketing 


sandi 



GLASGOW PEOPLES PRESS 
LIBERTARIAN DISCUSSION 
CIRCLES, 

EVERY FORTNIGHT STARTING 
llTH JANUARY, 7,30 AT 

Partick Burgh Halls, off 
Dumbarton Rd./ReelSt. 


JAN Ilth - CIVIL LIBERTIES : 
Is the State attacking them 

JAN 25th - THE LIMITS OF 
COMMUNITY ACTION. 


activity giving expression to libertarian 
demands.’ U Marshal Coleman 

INVESTIGATE (alternative publications such as "MUTINIES” *write c/o 3 
SOURCE INFORMATION SERVICE(see p.2) to 'S.L.F.' for booklist. 





them guilty. The* death sentences would 
have -been quietly carried off, but for a 
defence campaign starting in Dublin and 
spreading world wide . 

But what happens now? Are we to accept 
the state’s revenge? People were prepared 
to fight the death sentence - it is so final 
and barbaric. But is life imprisonment so 
much better; is the revenge of the state 
any less barbaric when they draw it out 
week by week, month by month, year by 
year, decade by decade? Is torture by 
gardai any better when it results in life 
imprisonment instead of death? Is the 
special criminal court suddenly acceptable 
to us ? Of course not’. 

The Murrays are still fighting; the r< 
ease of Ronan Stenson has shown that the 
state can't win every time, so too has the 
The 'evidence' against the Murrays failure of the original death sentence, 
would be laughable but for the seriousnessMarie is appealing her sentence and Noel 
of the charges and the intention of the is charging the gardai for assault. But 

state. They have been tortured, illegally what are we doing? A few defence groups 

held and isolated not only from their remain and they seek to carry on the 
supporters but from access to lawyers, campaign. We know there are many ser- 
When the court does not require the pro- ving long terms in jail, more and more 

when all the time, what makes the Murrays so 
life imprisonment for murder - the cap- the three state appointed judges are jury special? Our answer to that question is 
ital charge not being proved. This is as well, when the press is silent - what simply - the Murrays are not specia 

after months of imprisonment, much of kind of defence is possible? From the we began campaigning for the Murrays 

it in the death cell, and several 'trials' . moment of arrest their enemies had found and we have not won yet so we continue. 


NOEL MURRAY sentenced 


o life imprisonment. 


Last December Dublin's Supreme Court 
squashed the death sentence imposed by 
the Special Criminal Court on Noel and 
Marie Murray. Noel was given life im- 
prisonment and Marie put to retrial for 
capital murder, again in the juryless 
special criminal court. This May that 
trial took place and Marie is now serving secution to offer any real evidence 


The L\b*fbacicir\ Education Association! 

opposes the ocarwinat j** system. 

Most schools are mainly concerned with sorting 
and grading children for their future roles in the . 

_ *oqoci ATiotf 



social hierarchy -- and ensuring that they accept 
the need for competition, hierarchy and authority. 
Such a system demands that the majority of 
children -- and adults — are made to feel inferior. 
Academic examinations are a meaningless measure 
of a person's potential for playing a useful role in 
society. 


PRESS -; 


STOP PRESS.. 
Council^ 01 ■ ) » 


REALLY HAPPE ‘ 



PERFORMER 


POSSILPARKS STAR PERFORMER COUNCILLOR INNES, at least thats the 
way it would appear from his latest article in the local paper 
the POSSIL POST! 

Involved in everthing from a bus service that he supports (and 
that half the locals do not want anyway) to the so called 
Community Care Group. However some local people are angry about 
his article because he claims to have been the leading figure in 
certain issues that he had hardly anything to do with! Naughty, 
naughty Councillor.... as if that's not bad enough he appears to 
to be pandering after the local catholic votes by starting an 
anti-abortion campaign, however the odds are that he'll soon drop 
that political hot potatoe judging from local comments.... anti- 
social tenants also appear to annoy the Councillor. He appears to 
think that they should be tied up in a nice wee parcel and dumped 
somewhere and forgotten about - if he does this he will lose half 
the tenants in Possil including most of the so called local do- 
gooders, who are more anti-social than some anti-social tenants . 
If you like a good read buy the local Possil Post, easily one of 
the best community newspapers in Glasgow - its so revealing.... 


FROM ‘ANARCHY’ 23. 1 




Husbands of wives and 
children still resident 
in the Asian subcontinent 
are being denied their 
RIGHT to come and settle in 
this country with their 
husbands and fathers. They 
are. being denyed it through 
a procedure which the Court 
of Appeal has said is contr- 
ary to the Magna Carta and 
against the European Conven- 
tion of Human Rights, and 
which is merely an adminis- 
trative convenience and has 
no standing in law. 

A conference organised by 
Strathclyde Community Relat- 
ions Council last week dis- 
cussed the problem facing a 
great many people asa result 
of the British Immigration 
Law. 

M. Akram, Community Relation 
Officer and co-author of a 
recent report on the working 
of the Immigration Control 
System ’’APPEAL DISMISSED" 
(published by Runnymede 
Trust) introduced the confe- 
rence and outlined the present 
system of control. 

Wives and children of men 
already settled in this cou- 
ntry have a right in law to 
come here BUT in 1969, 3im 
'Call Me Moses' Callaghan, 
then Home Secretary, intro- 
duced a system designed, he 
said, to keep delays to a 
minimum. Anyone wishing to 
come to the U.K. would first 
have to obtain an Entry 
Certificate from a British 
Government Office in their 
country of origin. 

Notwithstanding that such a 
journey to an office can 
sometimes take days of 
travelling through extreme 
conditions (as Akram testif- 
ied to) but waiting periods 
for interviews are now in 
some cases up to 3 ^ years. 

So much for Callaghan 
reducing the delays. 

Applicants for certificates 
are then confronted by the 
entry clearance officers who 
have assumed the role of 
determining whether or not 
the applicant is ’genuine'. 
Questions, often of a very 
personal nature, are put to 
the wife and any children in 
an effort to solicit differ- 
ences in replies. These will 
be treated as 'evidence' 
that the applicant is not a 
genuine one and the case 
will be turned down. In the 
conclusive survey mentioned 


DIVIDE 
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above, Akram & his co-worker, 

Dan Elliot, found that 55 out 
the 58 cases they examined - 
cases which were rejected by 
the entry clearance officers 
- were undoubtedly genuine. 

Any conflicts of evidence 
could be quite easily expla- 
ined by language difficulty. 
Officers or their interpret- 
ers were often unable to speak 
the applicants language or 
dialect - or by some misunder- 
standing, a misunderstanding 
aggravated by the officers* 
racist attitudes. 

Appeals against refusal of a 
certificate are now possible 
but must be undertaken by the 
applicants sponsor in this 
country and are heard by the 
adjudicator, in Scotland the 
now infamous L.W.D. Aitcheson. 
While Aitcheson has achieved 
some notoriety in recent weeks, 
as adjudicators go he is 
probably only the thin end of 
the wedge 0 Their decisions & 
accompanying racist remarks 
are hair-raising but Aitcheson 
is probably only more explicit 
- 3 exiled Chileans he descri- 
bed as 'Communist agititors' 
before lauching into an attack 
on clydeside workers for threat- 
ening to refuse to build ships 
for Chile's fascist government; 
another applicant was a 
'complete and unmitigated liar'; 
if Asian wives were permitted to 
come here 'Britain will become 
the dustbin of the world' he 
uttered on another occasion. 


COUNCILLORS 
SABOTAGE 
PUBLIC 
MEETING 
in Gorbals. 


We reported in last months GPP 
on a ficrht to stop the Language 
Centre in the GORBALS (not Govan 
as we incorrectly stated in GPP 3) 
be ing m ade i n to an island in a 
sea of dangerous and noisy traffic. 

We announced a public meeting with 
the traffic commission . Many people 
turned up for this meeting , represen 
tatives of the local community , the 
staff of the school , and the paren- 
ts and children of the Centre. 


Several of the parents and teachers 
travelled considerable distances to 
attend the meeting, but when they 
arrived they were told that the 
Councillors had not turned up. 

The headmistress of the Centre was 
only told on the day of the meet- 
ing that the Councillors had taken 
it on themselves to scrap it. New 
evidence was to be presented to the 
Councillors conclusively proving 
that the noise level in the school 
was ALREADY unacceptable and the 
re-opening of Tradeston st . would 
only make it worse. 

A petition was also to be presented 
demonstrating the unanimous public 
condemnation of the scheme. The 
people who turned up to the meeting 
refused to accept the sabotage and 
went ahead regardless . 

Amongst other things, they produced 
a strong protest at the callous in- 
difference shpwn by the councillors . 
Part of this protest read: 

" WE FEEL THAT T'HE TREATMENT WE HAVE 
RECEIVED IS INDICATIVE OF THE GENERAL 
DISREGARD THE COUNCIL HAS SHOWN TO- 
WARDS THE SUBSTANTIAL PUBLIC OPPOS- 
ITION TO THIS TRAFFIC SCHEME. THE 
CANCELLATION OF THIS MEETING IS THE 
MOST RECENT DEVELOPMENT IN AN ]8 
MONTH HISTORY OF COUNCIL INEPTITUDE" 


The campaign to oust Aitcheson 
grows and if unsuccessful will 
no doubt give many people a 
great deal of satisfaction BUT 
THERE WILL BE OTHERS TO TAKE 
HIS PLACE. The present SYSTEM 
of immigration control ensures 
the continuance of the worst form 
of racism, that which is BUILT 
INTO THE STATE. Ever since the 
early 1960 's immigration law has 
been consistently racist in its 
application & its content. Ait- 
cheson must go but this alone 
won't alleviate the assault on 
human dignity that is the 
system of immigration control. 




..WITHOUT A 
PRIME MINISTER 

.1 lould hove* provided - subsequently! the firemen 
fiovi: formed their own claimants strike committees. 

flu: Claimants Union advised the firemen of their 
liijlit'. under the Supplimentary Benifits Act 1976, 
which basically are:- 


THE FIREMEN'S STRIKE 

The Fire Brigades Union and its members greatly regret any hardship or 
inconvenience caused to the public during this dispute. The decision to strike was 
not taken lightly, and it is hoped that the facts contained in this leaflet will In 
some way help you to understand why this action was deemed necessary. 
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KENT AND RATES PAID IN FULL; OR 

MORTGAGE INTEREST AND INSURANCE PREMIUMS WILL 

BE PAID BY THE S.S. 

H.P. REPAYMENTS FOR ESSENTIAL HOUSEHOLD ITEMS 
PAID IN TULL. 

HEATING ALLOWANCES AND ADDITIONS. 

MILK TOKENS FOR KIDS UNDER 5. 

FREE SCHOOL MEALS. 

PLUS EMERGENCY NEEDS PAYMENTS FOR ESSENTIALS. 


Suction 4 of the Supplimentary Benifit Act states 
that "NOTHING SHALL PREVENT THE PAYMENT OF SUPPLE- 
mentary 

/ENT ARY BENIFIT IN URGENT CASES". However, individ- 
ual managers have been refusing to interview fire- 
men, claiming under this section, and in one case 
the firemen are taking legal advice. According to 
Law, i.e. Sup. Benifits (General) Regulations 1977 
(12:3) "Where determination concerned relates to 
the making of, or the refusal to make a cash pay- 
ment in respect of benefit other than a pension, 
the notice required by paragraph(2) may be given 
to the claimant orally unless he requests that IT 
BE IN WRITING ". 

The whole point is that thb firemen have been 
refused a decision in writing - which puts the S.S, 
in breach of their own regulations. 

The Claimants Unions will be meeting with the 
D.H.S.S. union reps fiom the Civil and Public Ser- 
vants Association and we will report on that 
meeting in the next issue of the G.P.P. 

IF THE DHSS IS MAKING AN ATTEMPT TO STARVE THE 
FIREMEN BACK TO WORK THEN WE WILL HAVE TO LOOK TO 
OTHER TACTICS TO WIN THE BENdFITS WHICH ARE OUR 
RIGHT BY LAW. 

Secondly, the police have been harassing the Fire- 
men who have been collecting for the strike fund. 
This is obviously a directive from Callaghans 
'dirty tricks dept* and one that has left the 
firemen with a dirty taste in their mouth. Public 
sympathy is with the firemen and £30,000 has been 
collected in the first three weeks of the strike 
in Strathclyde alone. 

So, we say "CALLAGHAN, CALL OFF YOUR BOOT BOYS - 
GIVE THE FIREMEN THE MONEY WHICH FIVE COMMISSIONS 
SINCE 1966 SAID THEY ARE ENTITLED TO, IF YOU HAVE 
ANY CONCEPTION OF PUBLIC SAFETY, CEASE YOUR PIG- 
HEADED ATTITUDE NOW!!!" 


THE FACTS 

Firemen work a 48 hour week on a two shift system of 10 hour dayshifts and 
14 hour night-shifts. During dayshift, firemen clean, test and maintain all items 
their equipment. Training exercises are done daily to ensure the men’s peak 
physical fitness and efficiency, and their complete familiarity with the fire-fighting 
and rescue equipment. 

Firemen also undertake the inspection, testing and maintenance of fire 
hydrants, and the inspection of offices, factories and shops to ensure their fire 
safety. 

The Fire Service Ls the only properly trained and equipped emergency service. 
On joining the Fire Service, a fireman undergoes a rigorous 4 month basic training 
course, followed by a 4 year apprenticeship ! The work he does is often exhaust- 
ing, hazardous and emotionally harrowing. 

lie can expect to lie at work on Christmas Day, New Year’s Day, New Year’s 
Eve and all other Public Holidays, no shift allowance, no rent allowance, and 
there is no optional overtime. 

SOME QUESTIONS ANSWERED 

l_WHY ARE FIREMEN PUTTING LIVES AT RISK BY STRIKING? 

In all fairness this question should be aimed at the Government. Since 1966, 
5 reports on Fire Service pay and conditions have been commissioned by the 
Government. In each case the Government has shelved these reports, saying, in 
effect, “ Wait till next year.” The latest report was published in September this 
, year, and the Government have had from then to decide on a just settlement. Once 
again, the matter has been thrust aside. In the meantime, the firemen’s standard 
has plummeted, possibly faster than that of any other member of the community. 

BUT 10% IS THE MAXIMUM ALLOWED BY THE GOVERNMENT. 

This is not strictly true, awards have been made in excess of that figure. In 
any case the 10% ‘ rule ’ is not statutory ; it is only a guideline. But above all, as a 
result of their low wages, many firemen and their wives qualify for rent and rate 
rebates, free school meals, etc., and a 10% increase could leave many of them 
actually worse olf. There are ways by which the Government could meet our. 
claim without damaging the guideline. 

Even so, isn’t 30 % an excessive claim ? 

30% of a Prime Minister’s wage is a great deal more than 30%, of a fireman’s. 
This figure will bring a fireman’s wage vp to the National average stated by the 
Government, with a plus factor of 10% for skills and hazards involved. So it is 
only an average wage we want. 

WHY NOT SETTLE FOR 10% o AND A REDUCTION IN HOURS? 

A reduction in hours from a 48 to a 42 hour week Ls a totally separate issue 
which has been in the melting pot for many years. Our claim based on the 
assumption that a 42 hour week will be forthcoming in the near future. Besides, 
a reduction in hours won’t feed the families. 

Our strike is now entering its third week and since the Fire Brigades Union, 
never having anticipated the necessity for industrial action to secure a decent 
living wage, has no Strike Fund, we are relying on the moral and financial support 
or the public to sustain us. 

Any donations would be most welcome and should be sent to Mr. A. Bell, 
F.B.U. Strike Treasurer, T,U. Centre, 81 Carlton Place, Glasgow, or handed in 
at your local Fire Station. 


A Firemen's leaflet 


IN THEIR OWN WORDS", their own case. 



JACK OF ALL TRADES 


The Firemen are now into the third week 
of their strike and their resolve has 
been strengthened by the harassment 
that they 

have received indirectly from 
the Qovernment. Let's have a look at 
the job a Fireman has to do and the 
wage he gets for it.... 

A firemans training is rigourous, 
after completing an intensive four 
months basic training he has to serve 
a four year apprenticeship when he 
will learn the pertainent aspects of 
following trades:- electrician, plumber, 
joiner, gasf it ter, engineer, me talurgist, 
chemist, and medic, not to mention expert.^ 

in 1IRP nf +ho hiohl. 4 


It is left to voluntary 
groups such as The SIMON 
Community tp cope as best 
as they can. The cold 
spell in late November has 
already resulted- in 5 deaths 
(on the street, not includ- 
ing old folk who are victims 
of hypothermia). 

Only the other month Strath- 
clyde Regional Council ad- 
mitted they had carried 
implementation of CUTS a 
little too far, yet The 
Simon Community, based 
in Renfrew St. & the 
Talbot Association, based 
in the Oorbals are faced 
with the prospect of having 
to shift their centres as 
the buildings decay due to 
inadequete upkeep. 

The Simon Community had 
received notice that they 
would havec to move out 
by December 30th but this 
has been set aside for the 
moment. Unofficial reports 
that the Community ,whic|j 
'puts up' over 30 men at 
present, has been off erred 
the Old Milton St. School 
but no definite decisions 
have- materialised to date. 

The Talbot Association is 
lobbying the District 
Council for the us6 of the 
Kingston Halls in Oovan Rd. 
which could accommodate the 
hundred or so men who turn 
up grom the streets at pres- 
ent. There are many more, 
women included, sleeping 
rough in Olasgow, especia- 
lly b in the 'inner city' 
circle of urban devastation 

Extra expenses such as a 
faulty roof, g has delayed 
plans that the Simon Corn- 
unity has for a Womens 
Hostel. 



Botn voluntary groups are in constant need of active 
volunteers & the GPP extends its solidarity to 
those who try and bring hope to victims oi the 

However, this is precisely, the situation. Coping 
with the ' symptoms ' of hierarchial society is'nt 
breaking the new ground necessary in the struggle 
to create realistic alternatives to relationships 
between ordertakers & ordergivers. Alternatives 
which 19?8 could usher in - with your help ! 


What can we make of the 
series of 3 programmes 
the B.B.C. screened on 
behalf of Kay Carmich- 
ael, famous east-end 
snooper ? 

The tenants have quite 
rightly reacted again- 
st being projected as 
human guinea pigs & 
for certain, the most 
telling moment of the 
series happened right 
at the end of the show. 
Then the chairman of 
the Tenants Association 
emotionally attacked 
the atmosphere of pat- 
ronism which had been 
rampant throughout the 
documentaries & the 
attitudes of Authorit- 
lroughout the 


whole affair. We'll 
put it right OURSELVES 
actually meant some- 
thing coming from a 
Lilybank tenant as 
opposed to the devious 
stage-performance of 
Ms. Carmichael. 

All the fine words of 
Sir William Gray, 
'Supplementary benefits 
chairman' Donnison & 
the rest about "rehab- 
ilitating the deprived 
East End" could be seen 
in their true light. 
NOTHING MORE THAN A 
PROPOGANDA EXERCISE - 
BUREAUCRACY WITH A 
•HUMAN FACE' - CRAP 
WHICH THE WORKING PEOPLE} 
OF GLASGOW HAVE PUT UP 
WITH FOR GENERATIONS ! 


fighting equipment. A firemans lot is 
not the glamourous hype portrayed in 
the childrens books, each time he is 
called out to a fire he .knows that it 
is a deadly serious business. He is 
bracing himself for what he expects to 
find when he gets there. It doesn't 
need a great deal of imagination to 
know how it feels to be startled out 
of a deep sleep with bells ringing 
arid lights flashing. 

Firemen "are trained to enter blazing 
buildings , rescue the occupants and to 
minimise the damage to property. It is 
ironical that this very ethic is being 
used against the firemen because they 
have been forced to take strike action. 
Five reports on firemens wages and 
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conditions have been produced since 
1986, and each have been ignored I This 
is a despicable situation and when we 
look at the plain fact that a 10 per 
cent settlement would leave many men 
no better off; when you deduct their 
rent and rates allowances there isn't 
a great deal left to talk about. The 
last Report on firemans pay under Lord 
McCarthy stated that they should get 
10 percent PLUS £18 - so how about it, 
cough up the money and let the firemen 
get back to the job that the Army cant 
handle. And bye the way will Lord 
Provost Hodge and his cronies be going 
< jn S to fire stations after the strike 
ai . lay on some crates of bevvy for the 
firemen ??? 


|#PP0RTl s »| 
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The adventure playground was 
started 18 months ago by two 
girls from the area working on 
it in their spare time. Since 
those humble beginnings the 
playground and youth club have 
become a distinct feature of 
Maryhill, with kids coming from 
as far away as Panmure St. in 
Westercommon, to enjoy the 
limited facilities which the 
club provides. 

Margaritha Harris is one of 
the 2 full-time workers from 
the project & also co-fouhder 
of the scheme with Kathy Ross. 
Tne criterion of success is 
simply the enjoyment that the 
kids get from it, this plus 
the fact that it has given 
the kids of Maryhill a centre 
to meet and get together, a 
place where they don't have 
to bother about being moved** 
on by the police or by 
irate neighbours. 

The scheme welcomes volunteers 
to come along & help in any 
way at all. Local folk are 
particularly important to 
the future of the project 
and it is often felt by 
the workers that if they 
would become invc zed in what 
was happening they would see 
other possibilities for 
making Maryhill a better 
place to live. One example of 
this is that some folk have 
said that the adventure play- 
ground is an eyesore - that's 
as may be, but that could be 
‘ rectified in a weekend with 
paintbrushes ■‘..willing hands. 

The policy of the association 
is sel** -help and the project 
must be given full marks on 
that score. The club itself is 
a model for others, the kids 
have their own unwritten laws 
and there is little need for 
the constant supervision 
which is witnessed in other 
youth clubs. This is largely 
because the kids and the 
adults are on the same wave- 
length. Other youth clubs 
should take a page out of 
what is happening at Queen's 
Cross, Maryhill. 


THREE PEOPLE SPENT AN 
EVENING TALKING TOGETHE 


The British Official Secrets Act is the 
most effective law to stop the dis- 
closure of official information in the 
Western world. Originally passed during 
a spate of spy hysteria before World 
War I, it has since been used most often 
to silence civil servants and severely 
punish leakages to the press. 

ABC: 

The Basic Issues 

The main evidence against Aubrey, 
Berry and Campbell is what they dis- 
cussed one evening last February. At no 
time has any of that conversation been 
published or divulged. 

There is no suggestion that any of 
the three were remotely involved in 
spying. Since when have spies been 
allowed bail? 

There is a close connection between 
this case and the deportations of Mark 
Hosenball and Philip Agee. 

The ABC case is not just about the 
freedom of the press, but the right of 
the British public to know how then- 
taxes are spent. The charges are an 
attempt to inhibit investigative journal- 
ism and stifle informed comment on 
activities which are not the subject of 
parliamentary scrutiny. 


The present Labour government's 
proposals, to be published soon as an 
Official Information Bill, are unlikely- 
to improve the situation, however. 

Whilst Section Two will be replaced 
by the new law. the Official Secrets 
Act will remain in force-with no 
guarantee it will only apply to foreign 
espionage. All information relating to 
defence, internal security, the police 
and foreign affairs will be covered. Civil 

UNDER THE 
OFFICIAL 


servants will still be subject to dismissal 
or demotion if they ‘leak’ information. 
Even with the new law, ABC could still 
be prosecuted. Indeed the whole pur- 
pose of reforming Section 2 has been 
entirely undermined by the parallel use 
of Section 1 and Section 2 against Berry 
and Campbell. 

Laws already exist in the United 
States and Sweden which would con- 
siderably improve the British situation. 
Transposed to this country, these would 
limit the Official Secrets Act to genuine 
spying for a hostile foreign power, and 
produce a Freedom of Information Act 
to allow the public and press to have 
proper access to government information. 




SECRETS 
ACT THEY 
COULD NOW 
OTOPRISG 
14 YEAR 

GRUPS-uouth 
counselling senuice 



GRYPS - the young peoples information and counselling service is now operating a drop-in 
service as well as its well known phone-in service. At the moment the service only 
operates on Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights, and on Saturday afternoons. However, in 
the new year Gryps plans to operate a full time service. To make .this possible Gryps now 
have two full time workers to keep things running smoothly. The bulk of the work however 
is still carried out by Gryps mixed band of volunteers, 

Gryps services are available to all young people who need help or advice. Gryps provides 
information on such areas as family and personal relationships, sexual problems, family 
planning, accommodation, going to London, basic information on jobs and other community 
services. Gryps has in the past helped many young people with problems in the areas 
of unemployment, drug or solvent abuse, violence or vandalism, etc. Gryps does not claim 
to solve everybodys problems at the wave of a magic wand. What they will do however is 
listen and offer practical down-to-earth advice and if possible help. 

HAVE YOU A PROBLEM? DROP IN AT GRYPS, 146 HOLLAND ST, 

TELEPHONE 041 332 5350. 


Nr. CHARING CROSS, GLASGOW OR 


I’m talking 
about YOU 


S WHOLE FOODS & HERBS . 

rassroots 

498 Great Western Road, Glasgow G12 8EW. Tel: 041 -334 1844. 


GRASSROOTS IS A COLLECTIVE 



Muesli 

Porrige Oats 
Split Peas 
Oatmeal 
Large Raisins 
Cone. Apple Juice 


Figs 37p Lb. 
Dates 40p lb. 
Raisins 49p lb. 


Walnuts 90p lb. 
Peanuts 35p lb. 
Broth Mix 17p lb. 


Hazels 85p lb. 
Lentils 20p lb. 
Cashews 93p lb. 


Butter Beans 30p lb. 

Field Beans 1 5p lb. 

Kidney Beans 26p lb. 
Stoneground Organic Wholewheat 
Flour Cource and Fine lOp lb. 


Tamari Soya Sauce 50p ipt.^D Cu’linery and Medicinal Herbs, Fresh Vegetables, Home Baking, 
Organic Brown Rice 26p lb. And Many More Natural Foods at... 

Belize Honey 54p lb. 0“ 

grassroots... You can’t afford to miss it! 


A. 


I can see you 
floating 

Deep inside that 
programmed carcass 
In a swirl of con- 
flict Emotions 
Desires Ambitions 
Too scared to ex- 
pose the flattened 
terminals of your 
soul 

Too near the plug 
of the reality you 
dare to call ’dreams 
Tou, whose nightmares 
are peopled by out- 
casts & misfits of 
your own conditioned 
conscience 
Leather angels & 
wild young spacemen 
lies, you, whose pre- 
packaged pleasure 
comes in at £1 an 
hour 

Tou, who can condemn 
violence, but can’t 
love your brother 
enough to fight for 
him because you can 
see no further than 
the shell of your 
stainless-steel 
cocoon in 
I see you/there 
floating 

Struggling sometimes 
to escape & when I 
see you struggle 
I see hope. 


ADVERT 


Tn 1Q7Q the profits from the 
sale of drugs to the Nation- 
al Health Service were over 
£30 million. The profits 
have been bigger each year. 
The greatest growth area iss 
in psychiatric dtugs. In 
1970 alone 47.2 million 
prescriptions were written 
for these drugs at a cost of 
£21.5 million. 


DROP 

THAT 

PILL.! 


80% of these drugs were 
LIBRIUM? VALIUM, MOGODAN, and 
MANDRAX. 

Patients are given these drugs 
on repeat prescriptions often 
without even seeing a doctor. 
The long term side effects are 
never monitored. One result of 
this neglect is that 400,000, 
people in Britain are being 
prescribed barbiturates which 
cause severe addiction. 

A few big companies are making 
enormous profits out of your 
misery. 

It costs 20p to make 1000 
tablets of Librium. They are 
sold to the NHS for £10 a 100. 

Drug companies argue that 
their profits go back into 

research. WE KNOW BETTER 

In 1971 Beechams spent only 

£4 million out of its £13.4 
milloin profits on research. 


Glaxo Spent £5 million out of 
its £22 million, yet interest- 
ingly enough Beechams gave 
£20,000 to the Conservative 
Party this year. 

Much profit goes on advert- 
ising, this costs £300 a 
year for every doctor in the 


Do you know what psychiatric 
drugs can do to you?"* 

Because you may not be aware 
of some of the side effects 
of your treatment, the 
CLAIMANTS UNION have produc- 
ed this list of the most 
commonly used drugs and their 
side effects. Dont be fooled 
into thinking that they are 
the symptoms of YOUR illness, 
they are the symptoms of 
THEIR treatment. This list 
is from official sources - if 
you suffer other effects let 
us know and we will add them 
to the list for the next time 


MOD I CATE : Depression (sometimes 

suicide) , tremor of the 

hands . 

LARGACTIL : Jaundice, extreme drow- 
siness , dizziness , constipation, 
mouth dryness, low blood pressure 
when standing, rapid pulse, skin 
pallor, blurring of vision, skin 
rash, nose stiffiness, weight 
gain, sunburn, lactation, absence 
of menustration, restlessness, 
stelazine 


country - total cost £30 
million a year.. 

One survey showed that out of 
45 adverts, 22 contained un- 
warranted claims and glossed 
over or did not mention side 
effects. The drug companies 
take up our doctors time 
convincing them about their 
products. They sell drugs 
like encyclopaedias. Their 
interest is not in their 
patient but their profits - 
but we remember the, side 
effects of Thalidomide, 
which was a psychiatric drug. 


Many similar drugs are un- 
tested and there is no att- 
empt to monitor effects. 



STELAZ INE Tremor of the hands , 
spasm of neck muscles, rigidity 
of the back, drowsiness, sweating, 
nasal congestion, spasm in hands 
or feet, eye movements, contract- 
ion of jaw muscles, difficulty in 
swallowing, blurring of vision. 
LIBRIUM Unsteadiness of movement, 
drowsiness, nausea, constipation. 
AVENTYL Constipation, dizzy spells 
restlessness, confusion. 

TRYPTIZOL DROWSINESS? 


TRYPTIZOL Drowsiness, dizziness, 
nausea, excitement, tremor, head- 
ache, hypertension, sweating, 
loss of appetite, skin rash, heart- 
burn, numness of limbs, reduced 
concentration, dry mouth, blurred 
vision, constipation, activates 
SCHIZOPHRENIA. 

SPARINE Low blood pressure when 
standing, tremor of the hands. 
MAJEPTIL Protrusion of the tongue, 
movement of eyeballs, arching of 
back, shallow rapid heartbeat, 
excessive sweating, excessive _ 

salivation, shallow breathing, y 



agitation, anxiety, rigidity of 
muscles . 

FENTAZIN Tremor of hands, jaundice, 
rigidity of muscles. 

TOLNATE Fatigue, vertigo, low 
blood pressure, when standing. 

DART ALAN Muscular rigidity, rest- 
lessness, tremor of hands. 

SERENACE /HALOPERIDOL RESTLESSNESS , 
drowsiness, sleeplessness, increased 
salivation, sweating, skin pallor, 
muscular spasms, difficulty , in 
swallowing, stuttering, skin rash. 
MODITEN Impaired movement, muscular 
rigidity. 

TARACTAN Dry mouth, drowsiness, 
vertigo, rapid pulse, hypertension, 
MET.t.f.RIL A dry mouth, drowsiness, 
dizziness, faintness, nasal stuff- 
iness, tremor of hands, impairment 
of sexuality, lactation, absence of 
menstruation, disturbance of 
vision. 

SERPASIL/RESERINE Depression, hyper- 
tension, nightmares, visual disturb- 
ances, nasal congestion. 

TOFRENIL / IMPRAMINE Dry mouth, 
visual disturbance, sweating, skin 
rash, tremor, rapid pulse rate, 
excitement. 

NARDIL Nausea, vomiting, drowsiness, 
headache, unsteadiness, constipat- 
ion, jaundice. 

MARPLAN Hypertension, dizziness, 
vertigo, constipation, overactiv- 
ity, insomnia, dry mouth, blurred 
vision, skin rash. 

PARNATE Insomnia, dizziness, head- 
ache, drowsiness, weakness, loss of 
appetite, nausea, vomiting, hyper- 
tension, dry mouth. 

DRAZINE Headache, giddiness, hyper- 
tension, impotence, liver disorder. 
EQUANIL Drowsiness. 

LITHIUM Lack of concentration, 
tiredness, memory failure. 

Untested, experimental, psychiatric 
drugs are used daily on patients in 
mental hospitals and can be used 
there without their permission. 

They have no legal right to refuse 
treatment. How much longer are we 
going to allow the sick and disabled 
to be used as HUMAN GUINEA PIGS? 


new 


from 


Over 
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review 


This is supposed to De an objective apprec- 
iation of the latest Cienfuegos Press Anar- 
chist Review (Vol. I, No. 3, £2.00 + 30p 
p/p, A4, 136pp, perfect bound with spine), 
but you probably won’t think so. 1 find 
that the development of this publication 
is incredible. In the course of three 
issues it has probably become the most 
important forum of Anarchist thought 
and criticism in the world. The range of 
subjects it covers and the quality of their 
treatment is excellent. In fact there is 
even more in this issue to get your teeth 
into and set your mind ticking over ( to 
scramble a metaphor or two), than there 
was in the last (more than twice as much, 
in fact). Also the improvement in layout 
is a big step forward, and this is very 
important considering the vast wealth of 
material it contains. The contents include 
Chomsky’s Objectivity and Liberal Scholar- 
ship, Arms and the Voman, a major look 
at Ferrer’s life and work, a history of 
Anarchism in Bulgaria, Anarch o-Femin- 
ism, Ricardo Flores Magon, the Miasnikov 
Memorandum, Objections to Anarchism, 
Anarchism and Freemasonry ... I could 
go on and on, but it’s up to you to get 
your order in now and see for yourself 
how important and essential this review 
is for libertarian thought. 



THE FUHRER' 


HERBERT TlMDUEREED 
IS A FUNNY NAME 



&ut If HetffeERT Ha 5 
M'4 Wav, blo&v dy Would 
Darc To Laug-h . . , 


arson 


A local resident told the 
GPP that Saii slogans had 
recently appeared chalked on 
a few walls in the area & the 
whole incident is something 
whdch they haven't treated 
lightly. Over the past few 
years-, there has been a 


Additional information 
on Special Branch attempts 
to recruit student of 
Paisley College, Robert 
Nacneill. The only pol- 
itical meeting he has 
attended (a few days 
before) was given by a 
Claimants Union activist 
to the libertarian group. 


7 BATS' in the life of 
a Labour Party hack. 
Whatever happened to 
your 'radical' GLASGOW 
NEWS past McKay & Bari? 
Then you listed along- 
side as absurdities, the 
rhetoric of all Parties 

(lab/snp/con/lib/cp/nf. . . 


We don't have definite 
proof, indeed we would 
not have suspected 
arson had it not been 
for the following , . , 

'coincidence ' (Nov. 21st) Tf* 1 " ^ 

V .titoi,; between local snobs & the 

A FIRE broke out in squatters who have prevented 
Gt. George St., Hill- indirectly more buildings 
head in a disused decaying at the hands of the 

building (which owner - Glasgow University. 

hard before been a refuge for 
batterred wives & their kids) 


& the "green godesses"were 
called in to arrest the blaze 
before it spread to the ad- 
joining close which is in- 
habitated by squatters & 
their kids. 

Those directly concerned 
were watching the fire being 
tackled when 4 men appeared 
who said they were the "anti- 
strike committee" & supported 
the Nazional Front. They tried 
to stir things up with the 
squatters - calling them 
"lefties" before they disapp- 
eared from the scene. 


HERRERT, YOU SEE, IS IN 

traininct to Dictator 
of 0RITAIN 


HUM.. hOSr PAACTlce 




.WHICH AFFECT HIM 
DEEPLY 

* ' 
4cuM! HJfrftvrg.' UtAt* 6MTAHO! 
commit vexnt*» ■ k>u; dC(tko>! 
n Ain ! c-unjiu) CHOtu; flUTcHflt! 

HAH! AMII<H<LM< ! £ 

^ &-LAA.AA>&--AAf*t-LC - u 



^ 0 ,N 060 DV WOULD LAUG-H 
At him then 


• R*Afc.iAU.Y AU- T uwy 
o Korrfu conme. -jfwnH ' • j 
. Slack riOnctfyvftL cAivout j 

0*6-CN>R»t£ C»*L .1/ 

4 'P**A<lTCS WHO CALL n£ • P 
. IU TUf Of? Hi A«J 0 £ 

* 'fht D&Ct fcvt* vtviM 



But he 

H appv 


r6£RT is 
NOW 



AT LAST THE 

opportunity To make 
HIS DREAMS come TRUE 
HAS 13 EEN PRESENTED 
TO HIM / 


New acts to worry about for 
the homeless ( so much for a 
Labour government ) . The 
Housing(Homeless Persons )Act 
1977 removes the responsib- 
ility from Social Work 
departments to Housing 
Authorities in respect to 
giving shelter for home- 
less & destitute people. 

(see page 7 & contact SCCL). 
In addition, the life of a 
squ atter in England will be- 
come more difficult when the, 
Criminal Law Ammendment Act 
brings them in line with 
Scotland, where SQUATTING 
is already a criminal 

opposed to civil offence. 


AND rue Cr iRL N£)<T DOOR 
WITH THE GIG- TITS TviST 
COULDN'T refuse to 
CrO Cor with him 



the NATIONAL FAOA/T have 
Nominated Herbert as 

THElR CANDIDATE in THE 
Local fcy- elect* oaJ 



His name isn’t So 
Fun/pJV A N'i MORE . . . 





THIRD ETE CENTRE 

The Third Eye Centre will he 
closed between 24th December 
and 5-th January. 

Folk/Rock band NEW CELESTE 
will be returning to Glasgow 
fresh from triumph in Holland 
when they play at the Centre 


Vincerr 


the music. 


THU.15-Sat.17 6.C 
CINEMA, & HISTORY 
THE NIGHT PORTER 


onthe evening of 17th Dec. 
Tickets are 80p. 

Larry Herman's exhibition 
of Photographs, CLYDESIDE 
1974-76, will continue to be 
on display at the centre 
until January 15th. 

Sculptures by Malcolm Butts, 
who teaches at the Galsgow 
Art School, will be on display 


Rampling. X 

Mon.19-Sat.24 at 6.00 onlj 
LAST TANGO IN PARIS and X 
THE MISSOURI BREAKS AA 


Tue.27-Sat.7 Jan. at 2.3( 
6.00, and 8.30 
MR. HULOTS HOLIDAY l 

Returning to Glasgow for 
sixteenth time I 


CENTRE 


SAUCHIEHftLL ST, 


LATE NIGHT FILMS at 1 


Friday 16th December 
THE FRONT PAGE 

Saturday 17th December 
THE CANTURBURY TALES 


hm 


Small Ms 


anartircle I 


'ALTERNATIVE' BOOK- 
SHOP COLLECTIVE, H] 
CREATE IT (Paul, 334- 


bagpipe CHANTER 
Good pondition. 
336 4341 .. 


2nd hand radio/ 


WANTED! 


^THINK 
about it 


cassette recorder, must 
be cheap!:: 336 7095 


ANARCHIST COWUNIST ASSOCIATION 

is a growing Anarchist move- Rii/rg 
ment, with a group active In Agnes 
Glasgow. Anyone interested in 
organising to achieve an 
Anarchist alternative to the 
authoritarian Left please C on 
«• tact Dave or Martin at 43 
Lillybank Gardens, Hillhead. 

. CLAIMANTS UNIONS, 

“ GOV AN, PARTICK, PARKHEAD HILLHEAD 
Maryhill, Castlemilk POSSIL c/o 
42 Allander St.,G22. 336 44-37. 

CLYDESIDE MUSIC CO-OP is a 
group of people interested in 
free improvisation. MUSIC$ mag. 
35p Contact Dick 632-1401. 


Thursday. at 8.30, in 
Winterfgills Lounge, 
Gt. Western Rd 


SCOTTISH COUNCIL FOR CIVIL 


otui i ion uuutouil. run ui vii_ 
LIBERTIES, Office open 9 to 5. 
Also RIGHT TO KNOW campaign. 
146 Holland St. (Nr. Bath St.) 
Telephone 332-5960. 

SCOTTISH LIBERTARIAN FEDERATE 


and Anarchists in Scotland. 
Contact S . L . F . (Glasgow) through 
Source Info. Service. Lots of 
literature available: e.g .Black 
Flag(]Sp) International Anarchist 
Bratach Dubh pamphlets (National 


amJNES NETWORK : 


c/o Laurieston Hall, o M « _ , 

“= 7 -■ M ' 8 ' 

C.N.D, (Glasgow) : FREE SCHOOLS - contact 332 3382. 

Charlie Baird, 22 Firhill 620 • 

94J - 1099 * r * SOLIDARITY Informal 

FRIENDS OF THE EARTHj GARDEN COOPS : national network. Lots -of 

c/o Neil and Hillary Mitchell, 212- Wilton books and pamphlets on: 
Stamper, 54 Carnarvon Street, 945 0457. Struggles against Authority, 

St ' ^332-6295. Repressive Sexuality, Work 

GLASGOW WHOLEFOODS COOP’- State. Contact via 


ALTERNATIVE TECHNOLOGY 
(Gartrenich,etc) 

Peter, 035 52 27032. 


ANARCHIST ALTERNATIVES 
AGAINST AUTHORITY : collectors 

item (very rare) OFFERS TO, 
the SOURCE, or 25p from 
«listribution collective. 


uuui r- 

Arts Centre, Washington $X. 

GLASGOW WOMENS CENTRE, For 
Abortion campaign, Feminist 
literature. Women's refuge. 
■57 Miller St. Or Telephone 
221-1177. 


Having Difficulty in 
Getting <0 the Top/ 


G.R.Y.P.S, youth information 
service 146 Holland St. , 
Phone in/drop in service is 
soon to be restarted. 332 535C 
JAGSW\G subversive Partick 
Thistle monthly, lOp. From 9( 
John St. MENTAL PATIENTS UN 
RECYCLING: c/o ^ 'SOURCE'. 

John - 423 2874 


save you f rom a Sif etime reading 
SocialistWorker, Cosmopoht&n, 
The Guardian, Red WeekSy, She* 
The Morning $tar,The Telegraph, 
Readers Digest,Wbman*s 0wn,E' 




BUNGALOWS FOR THE 
BOYS? 


A suspected ' fiddle ’ by prominent 
Labour and Communist Party members 
has resulted in a row involving 
Yoker Tenant's Association and the 
Housing Department . 

The Tenant's Association claim that 
newly modernised bungalows have been 
allocated on the basis of party 
membership .Enquiries at Clive House 
have met with silence. Now the affair 
is to be taken up by Duncan Mclean, 
the radical S.N.P. councillor.In an 
interview with GPP , Mr . Mclean named 
Mr. and Mrs. D. McKenzie, (who have 
stood for the Communist Party in 
Knightswood and Blairdardie respect - 
ively )of 22 Glen Crescent. 

Also named were Pat Owens and 
her husband, of 26 Glen Crescent, and 
Mr. George Labram ,of nearby Hawick 
Street. All are Labour Party members. 
Mrs. Owens and Mr. Labram are inv- 
olved in the Community Council, set 
up after local government reorganis- 
ation. The bungalows, in Glen Crescent 
and Hawick St, near the boundary with 
Clydebank , were built in the 1920's 
and modernised only two years ago. 

This latest tale will do the 
Housing Department's image no good. 


Glasgow people no doubt 
remember that, not so long 
ago, a Mrs Cantley was 
disowned by the Labour 
Party for 'string pulling' 
for her son-in-law. A nod 
and a wink in the right 
direction can work wonders 
it seems, and jumping the housing queue 
is nothing new. 

Meanwhile, as we go to press, 

GPP is investigating a similar case 
in Gif f nock , where 'high amenity' 
flats are- said to accommodate a 
number of Labour Party activists. 




- 

I 


CPP 

flcwsdesk, 946-3676. 


GLASGOW PEOPLES PRESS 
exists to provide a real 
alternative to the 
establishment Press in 
the West of Scotland. 

We aim to report honestly 
on the forces that shape our 
lives, both at home and at 
work. We intend to expose 
the real problems faced by 
working men and women, and 
to publicise the activities 
of those trying to do some- 
thing constructive to help 
themselves . 


BOX GPP , I46 Hoi land St. 
GLASGOW G.2. NEW ADDRE3S, 


G.P.P. will also be keeping 
3 close watch on the political 
situation (both nationally and 
locally), so M.P.s, councillor i 
political parties, and all in 
authority-BEWARE’. We are out 
to expose you. 

We are keen for others to 
join us if in agreement with 
our general outlook. 

Above all, G.P.P. is YOUR 
platform to air YOUR views, and 
to say what YOU really want 
about your own experiences. So 
let's be hearing from you . 




, ... . _ ** W 2 D, new play 

V/ A K[AkS JjtAT | perfor, ' wi V coransua; 
ruE FRlSOkEFf heatre sroup ’ Raiioal 

DEMAND FUlLI will oe in GLASGOW on the 

7‘th/8th and loth of March 
Venues still unconfirmed, 
(Castlemilk, west end etc/ 
Phone SOURCE for details. 


SUBS Drama centre, 126 Ingram St., 
WI'WIDRAWEL STMPL’OMS, Cecil fv/lor 
play performed by FOCO NOVO ( 2d r 
2fth,25t.h February. Followed by 
I JR. Faust is on the 6th- 11th Moo 



AT UR DAY MARCH 18th 1978 Boyd 
Yr Building Glasgow Univ 


Students, pensioners and 
claimants £1*25, school students free 

"EVERYONE SUPPORTS THE FIROCN/ SAID LORRAINE. 

One of the most exciting things about the fire- 
men's strikewas the tremendous public support 
for their cause - despite the media's efforts to 
discredit them. 

This picture shows ten year old, Lorraine, 
demonstrating her support for the firemen. She 
saved all her pennies for weeks to make a dona- 
tion of £1. 

It wasn't the biggest donation the firemen 
recieved, but not many people gave everything 
they had. 

Lorraine told us, "Everyone in my class supports 
tiie firemen - after all they save people's lives. 



S-A-UNG CON, 

re are thieves and thieves in 
hill. 

Break -And-Entry- Boys can be 
Lt with by an efficient alarm 
.em, but what abbut the people 
sell them? 

investigations show that, the 
rms which are presently being 
l door-to-door in the Ruchill 
l are virtually useless. 

cost price of the alarm 

onents - £2. 

price to you - £25. 

ANGRY SHHEEP. 

gow NUS and local Student 
cils have been accused of 
erating with the police in 
r to break up the annual 
-cuts march into insignificant 
:ions of 200 to 300. 

are supposed to be protestors 
ing our solidarity against the 
, " said a trainee teacher, " 
the police and the stewards 
t us like sheep." 

anhill SRC admitted cooperating 
the police, but said that this 
they would be negotiating to 
the march split into sections 
,000. It will probably be 
t in three places. 

: IS GOLD UNDERGROUND. 

nodernised Underground is 
:ted to open on time. May 1979. 

5 a long time to wait, but it 
be worth it. Of course the 
.ce will not be extended much, 
t will be all shiney and nice. 

d better be - it will cost us 
ast £32 million. 


YER LANGUAGE CENTRE, 

k-room deal between the Dist- 
Council, the Education Depart- 
and the Planning Department 
it almost certain that the 
ton Traffic Scheme will be im- 
ited, despite fierce public 
Ltion. 

! P ro P°sed traffic scheme goes 
then teaching in the nearbye 
tge centre will become 
illy impossible. 

blic hearing which looked into 
mplaints was a masterful dis- 
f official manipulation.. 


The Planning Department falsely 
claimed that they had no choice, 
other than to route the main flow 
of traffic round the school. 

Mr Grey, of the Education Depart- 
ment did not comment on a survey 
which suggested that the noise level 
in the school was already unacceptable , 
He told us that the Education Depart- 
ment would only look into the noise 
problem after the traffic scheme 
had been implemented. 



Glasgow University, that haven of 
high aesthetic apreciation, will be 
demolishing Lilybank Gardens - a prime 
example of Scotish architecture at 
its peak. 

Most of the houses have been left 
empty for more than 3 years, to be 
ravaged by vandals, the elements and 
the university's Works department. 

Lilybank will be left as a gap sight 
until the university can afford to 
turn it once more into a beauty spot. 

They will eventually build a car park. 

At present, only militant squatters 
prevent the march of progress . They 
have been repairing and maintaining 
the buildings in a bid to keep them 
habitable. 


Orpheus In Limbo 

Grey Shadows 
Within a Grey Place. 

Full of the "Damned" 

But 

Not The Dead. 

No, all these "Poor Souls" 

Are Living 

No. . . .Existing, 

One does not live 
In Limbo, 

Merely Exists. 

So, When He came in. 

So obviously Alive 

Well 

He should have known. 

THEY would be hostile. 

"Your Card! 

Name ! 

Address! 

Date of Birth! 

You'll get your Giro at the next 
counter. 

Next! " 

That's it 

Over. 

So, Why the feeling of RAPE? 

WILLIAM S, NISBET 



PERKS FOR NUM LEADER. 


Miners' President, Joe Gormley, 
has joined the board of British 
Investment Trust. 


UNION REVOLT, 


Shipyard workers at Scott-Lithgow' s , 
Port Glasgow, have threatened to 
tear up their Union Cards. They are 
angry at the Unions' attempt to sit 
on their claim for parity with 
workers on the Upper Clyde. There 
is a differential of £15-20. 


His fellow financiers on the board 
include James Cowan, the Scotish Area 
Director for the NCB and Trevor 
Thomas, also of the Coal Board. 

The miners' Pension Fund wai used to 
buy an 80% share in the company, at 
a cost of £75 million. 

Mr Gormley 's director's fee has 
not been decided yet. 


The threat of revolt followed the 
failure of the Unions to call 
a mass meeting where the men 
could argue their case. 

The Unions are suspected of 
postponing a visit by the 
Advisory, Conciliation and 
Arbitration Service, ACAS, in 
order to gain time in which tp 
quell the revolt. ^ 
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PRISONS ARE 
POINTLESS 


The aim of Radical Alternatives to Prison (RAP) is the abolition of prison. Prison is a 
destructive and discriminating institution. The vast majority of prisoners come from a back- 
ground of deprivation; low income, bad housing and poor education. Prison does nothing to 
help them to break out of this environment but rather confirms and traps them within it. 

Although RAP began by advocating alternatives to prison we no longer see them as a 
complete solution. We have seen too many schemes being used as a form of control, based on 
the same values and punitive assumptions that underpin the prison system. The stated aim of 
prison is to deter people from breaking the law and to rehabilitate those who do so; neither 
aim ever has been, or ever will be, fulfilled. The prison population continues to rise, crime is 
increasing and recidivism rates remain high. Imprisonment can only increase rather than 
decrease the possibility of a person re-offending. By isolating the individual from family, 
friends and community, withholding basic human rights and denying him responsibility, 
prison degrades and stigmatises, inflicting wounds which seldom heal. 

RAP realises that abolition at a stroke is hardly likely and therefore campaigns for 
immediate changes which do not simply ameliorate the lot of the prisoner but are positive 
steps towards the removal of prisons from our society. We campaign against legislation and 
attitudes which feed the prison system, we make the hidden facts known, thereby educating 
and changing pyblic opinion, which is the group’s role. In the past we have campaigned 
against the rebuilding of Holloway, which reflected the shifting categorisation of ‘criminals’ 
from wrongdoers to sick people. RAP played a leading part in the campaign for the closure of 
the control units — a regime of sensory deprivation aimed at breaking those prisoners who 
fought against the injustices they encountered in prison. We are accepted as one of the groups 
whose views on penal topics are sought. We have been partly responsible for the current trend 
towards alternatives to prison and more recently in making people question whether prison is 
justified at all, at least for certain offences. 

Over the next two years RAP will be focussing and campaigning on four particular issues 
which will highlight the prejudice involved in deciding who should be incarcerated in prison 
and what happens to those who end up there. In the autumn, together with the NCCL, we will 
publish a pamphlet which will reveal the secrecy covering our entire prison system, masking 
the prisoner and the injustices and inhuman treatment he receives from the public eye. Later 
m the year RAP will turn to the problem of the ‘Young Offender’. Building on our earlier 
work in this area, we will be calling for a complete change of values in ‘dealing’ with young 
people, based on a respect for their rights and needs, as opposed to hauling them up before 
the courts when they react against the spiral of deprivation within which many of them are 
trapped. Together with PROP, the National Prisoners Movement, we will be calling attention 
to the growing use of drugs in our prisons for the purposes of control and behaviour 
modification. We will also turn our attention to the ‘Dangerous Offender’, pointing out how 
society differentiates between one kind of danger (personal) and another (social) and locating 
the causes and solutions to this problem in society itself rather than the courts and the penal 
system. 

To carry out the work we 

have set ourselves, we need an income of £25,000 over the next two years. We believe that 
RAP is an essential part of the penal lobby. If you agr ee please give us your support. We have 
set ourselves the target of expanding our membership to 1,000 (presently 400) by the end of 
this year, thereby strengthening our voice and facilitating fundraising. 


Radical Alternatives to Prison, 15 Blackfriars Lane, London EC4 




Report of a 
a dispute 
Darley “ 



REVIEW 


OUR OWN PEOPLE is a very difficult play to 
write about. The plot is complex, and there 
are none of the crude paste-board characters 
which we see all to often in political plays. 

The backdrop of the play is a Public Hearing 
which is investigating a strike by Asian 
textile workers. A triangle of conflict 
unfolds between the Asian Strike Committae, 
the Union and the Management. 

The main dispute, in the firpt act is between 
tne strikers and the Union. The dialogue 
reveals how the .'proper' Union procedure 
is totally at odds with the reality of day 
to day shop-floor struggle and direct action. 
For, example, individual racist remarks may 
be too petty for formal complaints, but 
taken altogether they build into a picture 
of consistant racial prejudice. 

The climax of the First Act is the revel- 
ation that one of the shop stewards is in 
the National Front. 


The National Front steward, played by 
Crissie Cotteril, is one of the most inter- 
esting characters in the play - a lonely, 
confused woman who can't understand a 
world that is falling apart around her. 

The Front offers her companionship and the 
comfort of a simple dogma. 

As it transpires the management has done 
a deal with the white workers to bar the 
Asians from promotion. The charges against 
the union of racial discrimination are 
proven . 

But a final twist is still to come. The 
management goes back on its deal and promotes 
two Asians . 


Why the change of heart? What are the 
bosses up to? Wait for it.... 

It is all cl plot by the management to get e 
an all male workforce, before the Sex 
Discrimination legislation is introduced. 
They wanted to get rid of both white and 
brown women. 

The message becomes clear (at last) . When 
you come right down to it, OUR OWN PEOPLE 
are the working class who have to resist the 
attempts of the bosses to divide and rule. /. 


Over 60 people, including a 
dozen young children, expect- 
ant mothers and two women who 
have recently given birth, have 
now been without electricity 
for over five months and now face 
eviction from their homes by the 
end of March. 


Residents of the West End Car- 
-van Site in Bellshill had their 
electricity supply disconnected 
by the SSEB for non-payment. The 
only problem was - they had paid 
all their bills regularly. 


In June 1977 the site residents 

having tried without success to 
contact the owners , East Castle 
Investments, a company based in 
the Isle of Man, informed the 
owners agent. Walker Munro, a 
local solicitor that they were 
witholding rent until certain 
essential repairs were carried 
out, bringing the site up to 
standard. Since 24th June the 
rent has bden paid into the 
Residents Association bank 
account. The electricity, how- 
ever, continued to be paid in 
the usual way. 


On the site each mobile home 
has its own electricity meter 
which is read each week by the 
Site Manager -- at least it was 
until the supply was discont- 
inued. The owners of the 
caravans then paid their elec- 


face eviction 



tricity individually to the 
manager on top of their rent 
and this was noted in their rent 
books. This money was then to be 
forwarded to Munro for settle- 
ment of the account with the 
South of Scotland Electrieity 
Board. 

At the end of August 1977 the 
SSEB informed the residents that 
the supply was to be cut off for 
non-payment. A total of £850 was 
claimed to be owing. What happened 
to this money none of the caravan 
owners know for sure - they certain 
ly have their suspicions but what 
we do know is that many people are 
having to struggle through winter 
on paraffin heaters and calor gas 
stoves. 

It should be possible for the 
supply to be reconnected directly 
to the resedents since it is not 


they who are in debt to the SSEB 
but the Board now say they cannot 
reconnect the supply until the 
site is rewired at an approximate 
cost - to someone- of £15,000. 

Appeals to the site owners and 
their agents, to the local council 
and the local MP, Jim Hamilton, 
have all been fruitless. The' 
residents have now contacted the 
Scottish Council for Civil Libert- 
ies who are currently studying the 
matter. 

Meanwhile the caravan owners and 
their families continue to freeze 
and an end to the affair is hard 
to see. It is further complicated 
by the fact that it appears that 
the council want everyone off the 
site by the end of March - they 
plan to 'redevelop' it into a play 
P ar k -and the owners and their 
agents seem content to play out 
their time. 


STUDENT PAPER ATTACKED 

STRATHCLYDE TELEGRAPH the 
student paper of Strathclyde 
University, recently survived 
a threat to its existence. 


Telegraph 


On Tuesday 17th January, they 
received word from their printers 
T. Buncle of Arbroath, that, foll- 
owing action instigated by the 
print union, S.O.G.A.T. , their 
paper had been blacked. 

The reason given was that TELEGRAPH 
was using, non-unionised labour to lay- 
out and typeset the paper. Previously 
there had been an agreement with thee 
National Union of Students which al 
allowed for non-unionised exceptions 
to the usual closed shop rule. How- 
ever Strathclyde voted to leave N.U.S. 
last year. 


Ronnie Scott, Interim Director of 
Communications, stated on the 18th 
January that he was "disappointed 
that a non-profit making paper is 
having its' existanc-? threatened" 
At the time he was peesimistic 
about the paper's likely surv^ 
ival and speculates that SOGAT 
could instigate further action 
against voluntary community pap- 
ers. 

Similar "blacking: moves against 
'Feedback' paper at Paisley Col- 
lege of Technology and Dundee 
University student paper came 
to be dropped when it was point- 
ed out that these institutions 
were still in N.U.S. 


Within the next week , however , 
the situation has changed at 
Strathclyde. A solution was 
agreed with SOGAT whereby the 
'Telegraph's' typesetter would 
become unionised (thus gaining 
a significant wage rise and a 
part-time lay-out artist, employed 
two days a fortnight. 

This decsion taken by the Stud- 
ent executive is not without 
its fianacial strings. The 
price of the paper is to go up 
by 2p to- 7p (providing students 
council ratifies the decision) . 

If sales stay the same an extra 
£350 a year could come in. 

However this is only 10% of 
the additional costs and taking 
into account the fact that 
TELEGRAPH is heavily subsidised 
by advertising revenue, students 
are getting their paper at an 
artificial price. K 





DARN LEY orSEE 


An "eruption" of Community feeling 
in Darnley is on the cards unless 
there is a' marked improvement' i n 
Council upkeep of the incompletely 
constructed estate. 

Mr. Pat Donnelly of the Darnley 
Action Group blamed the Council for 
neglecting repair work, condensation 
general amenities. The Regional 
study of MULTIPLE DEPRIVATION (see 
the article below) lists Darnley as 
one of its' 45 areas. Mr. Donnelly 
stated that this ties, in with the 
Council's attitude, which seems to 
be bent on ensuring that Darnley 
becomes an instant slum. 

The modern consumer idea of 'built- 
in obsolescence' is O.K. if it is 
a car or some other electrical 
gadget, but in the case of a 


Action will be expected from the 
Council- immediately! 

The state of general "disrepair" is 
also a sore point among Darnley 
tenants . The estate has been allowed 
to "run down and become the start of 
a slum", as Mr. Donnelly put it. In 
turn, with the tenants feeling like 
"they're banging their head against 
a brick wall", many "become apathetic' 
and so a vicious circle begins. 

This was exactly the sort of problem 
that reports on MULTIPLE DEPRIVATION 
have highlighted. However the truth 
of the matter is, report or no report , 
the Council are repeating all their 
own mistakes, and it is Community 
Solidarity that suffers. 

On the question of amenities, the 


housing estate all sort of problems tenants are also beginning to fight 
spring up. collectivelly The original plans 

for the estate, including the 
the estate has been . .... 

projected E' site, hang in 

Group carried out a complete survey ^ balance - Amenities such 
of the area, which led in turn to * S * communi ty centre, 

Mr. Roy Henderson, Depute Director of ^ . rary ' nurs ery etc. have 
HHinr, ^*.,,., 4 .^- failed to materialise. Even 


From the outsei 
rife with condensation. 


Building inspecting the situation. 





the shopping centre is less 
than half full. 

As the Council is now un- 
likely to build a community 
centre, the tenants have 
gone ahead and drawn up 
their own plans for a social 
club centre. The building 
would be financed by the 
breweries . 

However, the Estates Dept, of the 
■Council are effectively acting to 
block the tenants' application for 
a piece of waste ground. 


MULTIPLE DEPRIVATION is one o£ 
the key words in the Strathclyde 
Region. What it means, in fact, 
is that one thing after another 
is being under provided by the 
authorities. 


\ Darnley action group has 
.■con formed to campaign for 
1 b area: c/o Pat Donnelly, 
1/1 Glenclunie, Darnley. 


multiple 

deprivation. 


In the past they tended to try 
and convince individuals that 'it 
was all their fault' but this 
doesn't go down too well in the 
world today. Instead, plans for 
a 'CORPORATE APPROACH' are drawn 
up by the all powerful region . 


Cb/ft ° rre nt r> 
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This attempts so - called 
’progressive' forward planning 
by specialists who will ensure 
a more integrated assault on all 
the cases of bad planning that 
have gone before - high rise 
flats being a recent example. 

While many of the reports 
appear impressive and very 
convincing in their analysis of 
how the cards are stacked against 
workiifg people in Clydeside, the 
real test comes when they are 
put into practice. 


The Department are asking for a 
Sliding-Scale of Rentr, Rising from 
£3000 in the first year to £4500 and 
£7500 the following years. The 
tenants see this as completely unrea- 
sonable in the light of the Council's 
failure to provide the Community 
Centre in the original plans. 

Clubs for the over-sixties, youths 
and karate enthusiasts are presently 
making do in less than perfect cir- 
cumstances. 

On the issue of the library, the 
tenants have again had to go it 
, alone. They have set up their own 
self-managed community library. 

Council Nursery provisions also 
compare badly with the initial prom- 
ises. Instead of a nursery school, 
they have a nursery class as an 
annexe to the primary school. A 
comprehensive survey carried out by 
the Action Group has revealed a def- 
inite need for a more extensive 
provision. 

The Job Creation Community Worker , 
who operates from the Community Flat 
is also not going to be replaced. 



The Action Group are holding a 
special meeting on the 6 th of 
February at 7.30 in the 
Primary School. 

Darnley', of course, shouldn't 
have to be in the position of 
competing for council resources 
with other estates. The tenants have 
demonstrated that they are not 
ready to become victims of Council 
neglect. 


Large-scale projects such as in 
Priesthill, Maryhill and the more 
publicised East end renewal prog- 
i ramme will be. coming under the 
| critical appraisal of the G.P.P. 
in the near future. 

ONE THING IS .SURE, despite all 
the fine rhetoric and promises of 
money being redirected back into 
these areas, you can be certain 
most of it will be eaten up by 
business men and the provision of 
more government control. 


After all, it is not in their 
interests for people to assert any 
real control over their own lives./ 




The buses get about 1/3 of the 
subsidy (10 million this year) , 
but none of this is used directly 
to keep the fares low. Some of it 
is used for the OAP and Juvenile 
subsidies and the rest is used to 
pay of old debts. 


The Unions claim that the debt 
was accumulated by bad management 
and overspending on the executive 
level - too many chiefs and not 
enough indians . 


BAD DEAL 


The PTE admitted that the 
the schemes had got a "bad deal" ,\ 

They told us that they cotffcl not! 
increase the service or reduce the 
fares unless the subsidy 
increased. 

London, one of the richest 
in Europe, got a subsidy 
million last year. 


Glasgow, one of the 
in Europe, got a subsidy of 
£2.5 million. 


' April 
] 2nd 
FARES RISE AGAI 


You could almost hear 
of dismay from Glasgow people 
it was announced that the 


were to go up again. 


From 18p to 20p. 

From 26p to 28p 
(No change in the transcard.) 

What is the Passenger 
Executive up to. If the Fares 
up any more then only executives ^ 
will be able to afford to travel 
the buses. 


Closing and maintaining Bridgeton. 
Garage is supposed to have cost 
£60,000. The plush new premises 
in Bath St cost £71,000 - totally 
unecessary . 

Dozens of new executive posts were 
created last year. The PTE 
claim that their administration has 
impro ved as a result. Try 
telling that to someone who has 
been waiting half an hour for a bus 
on a cold morning. 

•Hie PTE knows very well that 
everytime they put the fares up 
fewer people use the buses and 
the amount of Fare dodging increases. 

They have mounted a publicity 
campaign aimed at scaring people 
into paying the full fare. 

FREE BUSES 

We asked the PTE what they thought 
of Free bus service. 

They told us it would not be 
viable as too many people would 
want to use the buses and they 
could not afford the extra buses - 
despite a government subsidy of 
£15,000 per bus. 

FAIR FARES, 

The Fair Fares Campaign are trying 
to gather evidence to present to the 
public hearing on Wedensday, 

March 22. 

Anyone with information or who 
wishes to help contact them through 
THE SOURCE INFORMATION SERVICE. 


Kfewsr to® Sate to Learn 5 


In today's world the ideology 
of competition and ruthless 
individualism has had profound 
effects on the treatment of 
people for whom the ageing pro 
-cess is well advanced. Unless 
they are 'well heeled ', middle- 
class beneficiaries of the 
system, the coming of old age 
brings problems on two levels. 
There is the persistant worry 
of bodily comf or t , try ing to 
cope financially and health - 
wise with stresses brought on 
by inadequate community care. 
Equally important , however , there 
is the question of what to do 
with the time that retirement 
beque ths . 

The Workers Educational 
Association is offering a 
service as an aid to stimul- 
ating educational interest in 
the aged members of the community 

Starting from the basic 
'Living in Retirement' intro- 
ductory course , follow-up course 
concentrate on History , Current 
Affairs and other subjects of 
general interest. There is an 
informal liason with Glasgow 


Retirement Council which 

operates a pre-retirement in the form of an organisational 

scheme. grant from the Region's Educ- 

ation Department ., which also 

The W.E.A. is run on a self pays the fees of tutors. By 
-organised basis as far as all establishing courses in 45 of 
these courses are concerned. the listed ' multiple depriv- 
The service is primarilly edu- ation ' area s,the association' 
cational and the social activ- qualifies for fees exemptions, 
ities are a by-product of OAPs Exem P tio ns also apply for OAP 
coming together. This contrast centred courses, 
which is evident when you look In areas like Rutherglen, 
at the practice of such groups with enrollments for courses 
as Age Concern, who operate out reachin 9 the 200 mark each 
of community centres and often week ' the W.E.A. plays a very 
church's, - a network of club's important role in making 

which are more disposed to life a continuous educational 

distributing tea than offering experience. 

stimulus of a mental nature. For details of your local 

W.E.A. activities. 

In the past'Brains Trusts' run you should 

as an entertainment in the * n touch with Alison West 

clubs have generally failed to 9 6 °iiice : Tel-332.0176 . 

•carry on. 

The W.E.A. also involves 
itself in Adult Literacy work 
(especially significant in the 
Kilmarnock and Argyll areas) & 
also Health and Safety courses 
for shop-stewards on a day- 
release basis. Funding is in 
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On Friday November 4th, the enquiry 
into British Nuclear Fuel's applic- 
ation to build a £660m. reprocessing 
plant at Windscale in Cumbria finally 
closed. 

B.N.F.L., a company wholly owned by 
the Atomic Energy Authority, argued 
that the new plant is necessary to 
reprocess a backlog of spent fuel 
stored at windscale, and vital if 
Britain isn't to be left out of the 
competetion for foreign reprocessing 
orders . 

It is an integral pa^t of A.E.A.'s 
vision of the future: supplying 
plutonium to fast-breeder reactors , 
which, it claims, are the only way 
to forestall the "energy gap" due to 
occur around the end of the century. 

Opponents of the application fear 
that , if it is successful, subse- 
quent attempts to halt the Fast 
Breeder will be less effective. The 
most powerful voice raised in opp- 
osition came from the Friends of the 
Earth, who realistically contented 
themselves with challenging BNFL's 
economic assumptions and energy 
calculations, and pointed out that 
the problems of waste management, 
and weapons proliferation were un- 
solved and probably insoluble. 

However, in spite of their efforts, 
and those of the other objectors, it 
seems likely that Mr. Justice Parker 
will recomend the go-ahead for the 
project in his decision. 

ASSURANCE 

At the start of the enquiry he ruled 
out evidence on the desirebility of a 
Fast Breeder programme in anticipation 
of an assurance, since given, by the 
Dept, of the Environment, that there 
will be some sort of an enquiry when 
the first application for a Fast 
Breeder is recieved. 


This ruled out consideration of the 
safeguarding of civil liberty in a 
plutonium, etc., on the grounds that 
these will be dealt with at the 
future enquiry. But will they? 

As the counsel for the National 
Council for Civil Liberties said 
in his closing speech: Plutonium 
could never be made safe, only 
relatively safe by infringement of 
civil liberties. The severity of 
these infringements will Be deter- 
‘ mined by the extent of security 
measures deemed necessary in the 
future- and by definition the 
public cannot be allowed to know 
the details of these security measures. 
So, inquiry or no inquiry, it seems 



Barring leaks, radioactive wastes from the reprocessing plant at Windscale are kept in thesa storage 
tanks until their radioactivity is deemed to be at an acceptable level. 


that we will be asked to accept the 
Fast Breeder on trust. 

INFRINGEMENTS 

We can, however, look at some of the 
measures thought to be necessary to 
protect our current embryonic Fast 
Breeder programme, and try to get a 
general picture of a future society 
dependant on Fast Breeders and 
Plutonium, and in which theft and 


STRIKE 

The right to strike is likely to be 
withdrawn from nuclear workers in a 
society which couldn't allow shut- 
down of it's energy supplies for fear 
of the consequences. A seven week 
strike and picket at Windscale last 
summer was broken, following veiled 
threats of the use of troops. It 
is unlikely that Trade Union Safety 


malicious use of plutonium, sabotage, Representatives would be allowed 


of nuclear plants, and disruption of 
electricity supplies would amount to 
a major disaster. 

At present there is a strict embargo 
on information relating to movement 
of Plutonium in the U.K. on grounds 
of National Security. Parliamentary 
questions on the subject aren't 
answered. The existing machanisms for 
suppression of information (like the 
Official Secrets Acts and D- notices) 
could probably be stretched to include 
an ever-widening definition of 
National Security. Already a national 
newspaper nas been threatened because 
of an article relating to construction 
work at Windscale. 


access to safety information or 
details of hazards and accidents if 
these disclosures were deemed against 
"national security" . Surveillance 
of political and environmentalist 
groups would also be increased. 

POLICE 

The AE A has its' own police 
force, which currently numbers 
around 400 men, who mainly guard 
the four main AEA/BNFL installations 
(Harwell, Winfrith, Dounreay, and 
Windscale). At current estimates, 
by the year 2005, Britain will have 
50 Fast Breeders and Thermal Reactors 
If 50 police per institution are 


assumed, this gives a figure of 5000 
The present system of 'positive vetting police. They $re allowed to carry 
(investigation of the political affil- automatic weapons, to engage in "hot 

pursuit" (without search warrants ?) 
and to arrest on suspition. The Home 
Secretary has a very indirect respon- 
sibility for their actions. 

To forestall nuclear terrorrism, the 
civil police force may be allowed 
general search warrents and 
powers of forced evacuation of a 
large area. The Flowers Report also 
foresees possible restrictions on the 
right of free assembly and suspention 
of Habeas Corpus. 

In cases of persons suspected of 
terrorism (who can of course already 
be held without trial under the Pre- 
vention of Terrorism Act) , the tempt- 


iations and friends, and surveillance) 
of most staff at AEA establishments 
would almost certainly have to be 
extended to Central Electricity 
Generating Board employees who have 
access to information on storage 
and transport of plutonium. This 
would involve tens of thousands of 
workers and their familes. And the 
vettings are secret. A nuclear 
worker failing one would find it 
difficult to get work. 

The number of people employed in 
the Security Services (MI5 and the 
Special Branch) isn't known, but 
it would have to increase dramatic- 


ally to cope with worker surveillance. ation tcr obtain forced information 
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Police Complaints 


The investigation of complaints is primarily the respons- 
ibility of the police themselves. However, if your com- 
plaint contains an allegation that a police officer com- 
mitted a criminal offence (for example, that a police 
officer assaulted you) the police must refer the 
complaint to the Procurator Fiscal. This is because in 
Scotland it is the Procuator Fiscal who is responsible 
for the investigation of all crimes and offences, and 
for deciding whether a prosecution should be brought. 

THE PROCEDURE TO BE FOLLOWED THEN DEPENDS ON 
WHETHER YOUR COMPLAINT CONTAINS AN ALLEGATION 
I5£I,£/ 0LICE 0FFICER HA S COMMITTED A CRIMINAL 
OFFENCE. 

IF IT DOES : 

It may be useful to send a copy of your complaint to 
the looal Procurator Fiscal. You can get his address 
from the telephone book. 

The Deputy Chief Constable will order inquiries to be 
made and will send a report to the Procurator Fiscal 
who will himself instruct any further inquiries which he 
thinks are necessary. At this stage you will be inter- 
viewed by a police officer acting on behalf of the 
Deputy Chief Constable or the Procurator Fiscal. (See 
notes on The Interview, below.) 

After consultation with the Crown Office the Procurator 
Fiscal will decide whether the police officer should be 
prosecuted. The prosecution will take place in an 
ordinary criminal court, and you will probably be 
required to attend as a witness to give evidence. 
Whatever the outcome of the referral of the complaint 
to the Procurator Fiscal there may be further inquiries 
by the police to determine whether there has been a 
breach of police discipline. If this happens, the procedure 
to be followed is basically the same as if .he original 
complaint had contained no allegations of criminal 
offences. 

The referral of a complaint to the Procurator Fiscal does 
not prevent internal disciplinary proceedings being 
taken against a police officer at a later stage — even if 
no prosecution is brought. 

Before you make a complaint, you may wish to seek the 
advice of either a solicitor, or the SCCL, or both. If you 
decide to proceed with a oomplaint on your own, the follow- 
ing information and advice should help you. 

Preliminary — 

You should proceed as soon as possible after the events 
giving rise to the complaint. 

You can make a complaint in person at any police 
station, but it is better to send a detailed statement of 
your complaint to the Chief Constable of the police 
force concerned. You can get his address from your 
local police station. Citizens' Advice Bureau or Town 
Hall. 

Keep a copy of your letter of complaint. 

Your complaint will be recorded, and passed to the 
Deputy Chief Constable. 


When the invesitigation is complete, a report will be 
prepared for the Deputy Chief Constable. This report 
is confidential, so you will not be allowed to see it. 

If the report concludes — 

That the complaint was not justified 
you will be informed by letter. 

That the complaint was justified 

the Deputy Chief Constable must decide whether to 
charge the police officer with a disciplinary offence. 

If he considers the matter trivial 

he may arrange for the police officer to be given a warn- 
ing. You will probably receive a written apology. 
Otherwise 

the police officer will be charged with a disciplinary 
offence, and a disciplinary hearing will be held before 
the Chief Constable. You will be notified that this 
step has been taken. You will also be notified of the 
hearing, as you have the right to attend. Probably you 
will be called as a witness. 

At the hearing 

You may be present only while evidence is being given, 
except that 

You may not be present to hear witnesses who have 

given evidence before you do, and 

you may be required to leave if confidential matters 

are being dealt with or if you behave in a disorderly 

manner. 

You may not take part in the proceedngs in any way 
except to give your own evidence. 

If the disciplinary charge is proved 
you will be told of this result, but not the penalty im- 
posed on the police officer. 


SUPPORT FOR YOUR COMPLAINT 

You can also follow up your official complaint by sending 
copies of your statement to your MP and to the SCCL 
It may be unwise to make a public statement because 
a police officer who feels that you statement is defam- 
atory of him may bring a civil action against you for 
damages. If you are in any doubt as to what to do 
consult the SCCL. 


WHERE YOU HAVE BEEN CHARGED WITH AN OFFENCE 

If you wish to make a complaint about police conduct 
in your case, wherever possible take legal advice before 
making your complaint. Your case may be prejudiced 
by complaining at the wrong time, and if you do wait 
until your trial before complaining the court may not 
take a sympathetic view of your complaint. If you do 
complain about the conduct of the police in your case 
investigation into the complaint will not usually take 
place until after your case has been dealt with in case 
yo e ur n trra S | tl9atl0n °* the comp,aint in a °y wa * prejudices 


IF IT DOES NOT : 

The Deputy Chief Constable will appoint a senior police 
officer (who may be from another police force) to 
conduct an investigation. 

The investigating officer will want to interview you, 
unless your complaint contained an allegation of a 
criminal offence ; in this case you will probably have 
been interviewed already. 

The Interview. 

You may be asked to go to a police station, but you can 
ask to have the interview in your own home or at a 
solicitor's office. 

It would be useful to have a friend or relative with you 
while you are being interviewed. 

At the interview you will be asked to make a statement. 
Make sure that the final written statement reflects 
exactly what you want to say and that it includes 
all the matters you wish to complain about. 

Ask for a copy of the statement to be read and given 
to you. 

Do not sign the statement if you are not satisfied with it. 
Give the police the names and addresses of any wit- 
nesses so that they can be interviewed as well. 

Make sure that your witnesses keep copies of their 
statements. 
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SUING THE POLICE 

If you have been wrongly arrested, imprisoned or 
assaulted you may have grounds for suing the police 
for damages (a civil action). 

Always take legal advice, and remember 
Legal aid may be available. 

You do not always need to identify the police officer(s) 
concerned because the Chief Constable is liable for 
the wrongful acts of his officers. 

You may bring civil proceedings instead of makinq a 
formal complaint or after making an unsuccessful 
complaint But if you intend to sue the police, do not 
make a formal complaint in detail; merely state in 
writing your intention to make a complaint later and 
take legal advice. 


Poifr 0 Fa rQo5t’i ee l\ is the law co "tained in the 

und«r%h ( ?^ nd . Act J 9 , 67 an 2 in Regulations made 
under that Act. If you believe that the procedures are 
not being properly followed, either by the police or 
the Procurator Fiscal, please inform the SCCL You 
may also wish to notify your MP. 


SCOTTISH COUNCIL FOR CIVIL LIBERTIES 




SCCL 

146 Holland Street 
Glasgow G2 4NG 
Teli 041 332 5960 
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